
 Be Part of the
TRADITION



ABBIE MAYNARD,
JOURNALISM & SPANISH MAJOR

 “The main difference about 
being a TCU honors student 

is that you get to explore 
classes that are interesting 
to you but not necessarily 

directly related to your 
major. That’s the kind of 

courses you get to take — 
things that are interesting that 

will challenge you — they’re 
going to challenge the way you 
think about things. What’s 
the point of getting into a 
class where you walk out 

with the same perceptions 
you had before?”

TCU has a rich 
tradition of academic 

excellence, and nowhere 
on campus is that 

tradition more evident 
than in the 

John V. Roach 
Honors College. 

It’s a place where doers, dreamers and 
trailblazers form a community of high-
achievers and challenge each other to 

reach their goals.

It’s a place with smaller classes. Top 
professors. Higher expectations. And with 
an enriched academic environment that 

spans every discipline.

The Honors College is your opportunity 
to excel and surpass even your own 
expectations. You’ll discover a varied 

curriculum that is challenging, stimulating 
and crosses all disciplines. You’ll also enjoy 
co-curricular functions designed to foster 
interaction among scholars from all areas 

of the University.

So be part of the 
tradition and take the 
academic challenge.



A Tradition of Scholarship 

Recent projects include: 

• Founded as The TCU Honors Program more 
than  
  50 years ago, the John V. Roach Honors College 
offers  
  ongoing opportunities for developing your 
ideas  
  through small, discussion-based classes taught 
by  
  outstanding professors.

• Students frequently use their five required  
  lower-division Honors courses to explore areas 
of  
  interest, search for a major, satisfy core 

• Cultural Visions courses, the hallmark of the  
  lower-division curriculum, offer specially developed  
  opportunities to understand world cultures and  
  local communities.  Students select from an array 
of  
  courses focusing on Europe, Asia, Africa, U.S. 
Cultural 
  Memory, Literature and Civilizations, Cultural  
  Contact Zones and more.

• After completing lower-division Honors,  
  students select from one of two upper-division  
  tracks: Departmental Honors or University 
Honors.  

ADDRAN COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 

“Changing Politics Through Likes and 
Tweets: How Does Social Media Affect 
Political Polarization?”

—  BRANDON NEWMAN,    
          POLITICAL SCIENCE

M.J. NEELEY SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
—  COLLEEN MURPHY,    
          MARKETING

“Putting the New in Nuclear: A 
Study on Brands’ Responses to 
the Changing Definition of Family”

“’News Comedy Shows and 
Media Criticism: The Influence of 
The Colbert Report on Viewers’ 
Interpretations of Media Credibility”

BOB SCHIEFFER COLLEGE OF 
COMMUNICATION

—  MOLLY SPAIN,    
          JOURNALISM COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

—  ELIZABETH DE GRAVELLE,    
           EDUCATION

“Reality Check, I Am Not Hilary Swank: 
How American Teacher-Centric 
Commercial Films Tried and Failed to 
Teach Me How to Be a Teacher”COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS 

—  KELLY ALLEN,    
          FASHION MERCHANDISING

“Luxury for the Masses: 
Why We Can’t All Have It All”

HARRIS COLLEGE OF NURSING & 
HEALTH SCIENCES

—  JULIE ALIBER,    
          KINESIOLOGY

“Balance Training in Children 
with Down Syndrome”

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE & ENGINEERING 
—  JOAN FERNANDEZ,    
          BIOLOGY

“Potential Health Risks to Songbirds 
Due to Mercury Contamination in 
Spiders at the Lyndon B. Johnson 
National Grasslands”

Students who choose to pursue Departmental Honors for their   
upper-division Honors requirements develop research or creative  
projects under the guidance of 
a mentor professor.  

TERRUL RATCLIFF,
BIOLOGY MAJOR

“It’s a great experience to 
work with your professor 

in the lab. There’s so much 
material we learn about 
in class — now I have the 
opportunity to actually do 

some of the things that we 
learn about.”



Students who decide on the University Honors track for upper-division take 
four Honors Colloquia courses, which are small, discussion-based classes that 
resemble graduate school seminars.  More than a dozen colloquia are offered 
each semester, with recent course titles like:

NATURE OF SOCIETY: RELIGION AND POPULAR CULTURE 
Dr. Darren J. N. Middleton 
Examine how the sacred and the secular interact and intersect in today’s 
world. Sharpen your creative and critical thinking skills by exploring the 
contemporary quest for transcendence within numerous pop culture 
venues and mediums, ranging from pilgrimages to NCAA football stadia 
and biblical amusement parks to Senegalese Muslim rap music and 
Facebook mourning rituals. 
 

NATURE OF VALUES: EMPATHY
Dr. Wendy Williams 
Explore and experience empathy in its individual, interpersonal and civic 
modes. Readings in literature, psychology, sociology and philosophy 
supplement your semester-long service-learning projects, which involve 
service with a local community partner. The goal is to develop a coherent 
theory of empathy as well as a practical understanding of it.  
 

ON HUMAN NATURE: GIVING AND PHILANTHROPY 
Dr. Ron Pitcock 
Gain an understanding and appreciation for the meaning and importance 
of philanthropy while participating in real philanthropic endeavors. 
Research Fort Worth nonprofit organizations, visit and conduct interviews, 
develop memorandums, and ultimately, argue the merits of each charity. 
You’ll learn to make moral judgments as you engage in micro-decisions 
while considering macro-consequences. 

• Students who decide on the University Honors track for upper-division take four Honors Colloquia courses, 
which are small, discussion-based classes that resemble graduate school seminars.  More than a dozen colloquia 
are offered each semester, with recent course titles like: 
o {INSERT GRAPHICS WITH INFORMATION ABOUT THREE COURSES}



• First-year Honors students live in Milton Daniel  
  Residence Hall.  Recently renovated and redesigned,  
  it is the defining space of the Honors community with  
  welcoming lounges and convenient study pods,  
  enabling students to gather around watching a movie or  
  baking in the kitchen.

• Upper-division Honors students living in the hall serve  
  as Resident Assistants and Community Regents.  
  Programming includes activities such as question 
and  
  answer sessions with award-winning professors, Frog 
Film  
  and football tailgates.  

• Honors students have exclusive access to the 
centrally  
  located Neal Living Room in Scharbauer Hall, where  
  students meet to study and for Honors Breakfasts that  
  bring the Honors community together to share food 
  and fun. 

LAREDO LOYD (CENTER),
PSYCHOLOGY & POLITICAL SCIENCE 
MAJOR, PICTURED WITH HIS ROOMMATES

 “I wanted to live in Milton 
Daniel above all because 
I would be surrounded by 
similar people who cultivate 

that same environment. 
I enjoy being around a 

group of people and having 
roommates and people down 
the hall who are expecting a lot 

more of themselves.”

A Tradition of Community 



 

• Explore the world through travel abroad. Learn 24/7 while  
  interacting with the local culture.

• With Honors Frog Camp, some incoming freshmen  
  will choose to travel with TCU before taking their first  
  college class. Berlin, Germany, has been selected as 
the  
  next destination for Honors Frog Camp.

• The Honors College offers a number of faculty-led  
  Honors Abroad programs, available to students in 
the  
  summer after their first and second years at TCU. 
These  
  specially designed experiences allow students to earn  
  their Cultural Visions credits while spending three 
weeks  
  abroad with fellow students and Honors faculty.  

• Honors Abroad destinations include: Athens, Salzburg,  
  Berlin, Munich, Interlaken, Florence, Rome, London, 
Paris,  
  Warsaw, Krakow, Budapest and Prague.

• Many Honors students choose to study abroad with an  
  alternative summer program or for a full fall or spring  
  semester.  These valuable experiences often form 
the  
  research that upper-level Honors students pursue 
  and publish.

“Being immersed into new 
cultures helped me better 
understand who I am as a 
person. I have a stronger 
curiosity to travel more, a 

deeper appreciation for other 
cultures of the world, and a 

different outlook on life.”

RYKER THOMPSON,
BUSINESS FINANCE MAJOR,
HONORS FROG CAMP,
HONORS ABROAD

A Tradition of Exploration 



• Students who pursue distinction through the John V. 

Roach  
  Honors College are elevating their college experience 
every day.   
  Two special milestone events mark the most significant 
steps on  
  an Honors student’s journey — being named a 
McDorman  
  Honors Scholar and an Honors Laureate.

• When students complete Lower-Division Honors, they 
earn  
  the distinction of Kathryne McDorman Honors Scholar.   
  Students are invited to an off-campus event to celebrate  
  with fellow scholars, Honors faculty and staff, where they  
  receive a commemorative gift available only to Kathryne  
  McDorman Honors Scholars. 

• The ultimate distinction is that of Honors Laureate.   
 Students named Honors Laureates have completed both  
  Lower- and Upper-Division Honors and earned a minimum 
3.5  
  cumulative GPA.  The day prior to graduation, family and 
guests  
  gather for the Honors Laurate Ceremony — one of the  
  college’s most-loved traditions.

During the ceremony, students are called to stage 
one-by-one, accompanied by a TCU mentor who 
hoods the student with the Honors stole they will 
wear at graduation the next day, and they receive 
their Honors Laureate certificate from the TCU 
Chancellor.  

Finally, Laureates sign the Roll of Graduates, a 
royal purple leather-bound book that contains the 
signatures of all Honors College graduates and is 
displayed in the Honors College office.  

During the procession across the stage, a passage 
is read about each student, detailing his/her 
accomplishments at TCU, favorite memories and 
post-graduation plans.

“Becoming an Honors 
Laureate meant more than 

just graduating with honors. 
For me, it meant joining 
a group of incredible 

individuals – a group that 
not only encourages me to be 
a better person, but a group 

that will make a difference 
in the world.”

A Tradition of Celebration 

MACKIE MORENO,
COMMUNICATION STUDIES & 
PSYCHOLOGY MAJOR,
HONORS LAUREATE



Honors College by the Numbers 

Employment at world-class
  organizations, including:
     • Amazon
     • Ernst & Young
     • Goldman Sachs
     • Joffrey Ballet School
     • Microsoft
     • Google

CONNECT WITH US    Honors.tcu.edu  •  817.257.7125

 @JVRhonors    @JVRhonors    TCUJohnVRoachHonors

A Tradition of Success
Honors Laureates boast an incredible list of post-graduation plans. Highlights from the Class of 2015 include:

  Master’s and Ph.D. programs at 
   schools such as:
     • Boston College     • Vanderbilt University
     • Northwestern University

  Medical schools like:
     • University of Texas Southwestern Medical School
     • Texas A&M College of Medicine

  Law schools such as:
     • The University of Virginia     • The University of Texas

Honors FAQs
Q: How many Honors classes will I take each semester?
A: It depends on a number of factors, but on average, you will take 1-2 Honors classes per semester.

Q: How many Honors classes do I need to take to complete Lower-Division Honors?
A: You need to fulfill five requirements to complete Lower-Division Honors; this includes two Honors 
Cultural Visions courses and three Honors Electives.

Q: Does the Honors curriculum fit well with any major?
A: Yes, the Honors curriculum can fit with any of TCU’s majors. Academic advisors in your major area and in the 
Honors College can assist you in creating an academic plan that incorporates the Honors requirements.

Q: When selecting Lower-Division Honors courses, do I have a lot of choices?
A: Yes. We offer Lower-Division Honors courses in many different disciplines, including Biology, Economics, 
Political Science, Music, Theatre, English and Business, among others.

Q: If I am a member of the John V. Roach Honors College, will I have time to be involved on campus?
A: Yes! In fact, many Honors students are highly involved on the TCU campus. Honors students are orientation 
leaders/directors, Frog Camp facilitators/directors, Connections mentors, student athletes, cheerleaders, 
Showgirls, TCU Marching Band members, resident assistants, TCU Ambassadors, sorority/fraternity members, 
Student Foundation members and Student Government Association members/officers, to name a few!

To find more FAQs, visit honors.tcu.edu/FAQ




