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Honors Student Pledge 
 

As a member of the John V. Roach Honors College, I pledge 
to dedicate myself to intellectual inquiry, life-long learning, 
and critical thinking, to demonstrate personal and academic 

integrity, and to engage others in earnest and respectful 
discussion with an open mind. 

 

Diversity and Inclusion 
 

The John V. Roach Honors College at TCU is resolutely committed 
to achieving diversity, equity, inclusion, and access. We are working 

diligently to improve representation within the College and 
encourage diversity in all of its forms. Our ultimate goal is the 

creation of a fully-inclusive atmosphere that encourages everyone 
to feel welcome and valued and provides a safe and productive 

learning environment. 
 

Academic Advisors: 
 

 Jess Price ................................. Last Names A – D 
 Justine Grace .......................... Last Names E – K 
 Tori (Cummings) Couch ....... Last Names L – P 
 Marie Martinez ....................... Last Names Q – R 
 Donna Schonerstedt .............. Last Names S – Z 

 
John V. Roach Honors College 

Texas Christian University 
1016 Scharbauer Hall 

TCU Box 297022 
Fort Worth, TX 76129 

817.257.7125 
817.257.6987 FAX 

Web:  www.honors.tcu.edu 
E-mail:  honors@tcu.edu 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
About Being an Honors Student 

 
As an Honors student, do I have to take a lot of extra classes to fulfill the Lower-
Division Honors requirements? 
Typically, no. The classes that you take to fulfill Lower-Division Honors requirements, including Honors 
Cultural Visions courses, often fulfill TCU Core Curriculum requirements and/or your major or minor 
requirements. 
 
How many Honors classes will I take each semester? 
As a first-semester Honors student, you are required to enroll in one Honors course at the 10000-29999 
level (designated by a 600-section number). After that, you are expected to make consistent progress 
by engaging in the Honors curriculum each semester until you have completed Lower-Division requirements. 
On average, you should plan to take 1-2 Honors classes (or other approved options) per semester. 
 
If you have not finished Lower-Division Honors and are not engaged in the Honors Curriculum for two 
consecutive semesters (i.e., taking a 600-section class, studying abroad, and/or pursuing an Honors 
Course Enrichment Contract), you will be dismissed from the Honors College. 
 
If you are dismissed due to not engaging in the Honors Curriculum but still wish to pursue Honors, you 
should set up an appointment with an Honors academic advisor and work with your advisor to create a 
plan and timeline for completing your remaining Honors requirements. 
 
How many Honors classes do I need to take to complete Lower-Division Honors? 
You must fulfill five requirements to complete Lower-Division Honors; this includes two Honors Cultural 
Visions courses (or a combination of Cultural Visions courses, study abroad, and Honors Abroad) and 
three Honors Electives. Additional Cultural Visions beyond the initial two that are required for Lower-
Division requirements can count as Honors Electives. 
 
Does the Honors curriculum fit well with my major? 
Yes, the Honors curriculum can fit with any TCU undergraduate major. Academic advisors in your major 
and in the Honors College can assist you in creating an academic plan that incorporates Honors 
requirements. It is important to meet regularly with your Honors College academic advisor so that they 
can help you stay on track with your Honors requirements. 
 
How are Honors classes different from other classes? 
Honors classes are usually smaller than non-Honors classes, which fosters a higher level of discussion and 
professor-student interaction. 
 
Honors students have said the following about Honors classes: 
 

• “In Honors classes, you are able to surround yourself with other dedicated students from a wide 
variety of majors and backgrounds. This atmosphere fosters hard work and new ideas.” 
 

• “Honors classes demand more from you intellectually than a normal class, but it doesn’t feel like 
more work because it’s very interesting and rewarding. Expect to be treated like an adult and 
impress even yourself with the quality of work you can produce.” 
 

http://honors.tcu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/TCU_Core_Curriculum_Worksheet.pdf
http://www.catalog.tcu.edu/
http://www.catalog.tcu.edu/
https://www.tcu.edu/academics/programs/index.php
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• “Honors classes involve approaching the concepts on a deeper level. We are asked to participate, 
think, and develop our own understanding of the subject, and how it relates to the past, present, 
and future.” 
 

• “Honors classes are: 
-Personal. You get to really know your professor and classmates. 
-Useful. What you learn is applicable to situations in the real world, outside the classroom. 
-Fun. They are classes that you look forward to. 
When you are surrounded by a professor who loves to teach and fellow students who love to learn, 
it makes learning a really genuine and enjoyable experience.” 

 
Are there additional ways, besides taking Honors classes, that I can fulfill 
Lower-Division Honors requirements? 
Yes. You can earn one Honors Elective by having an AP exam score of 5 or International 
Baccalaureate HL exam score of 7. In consultation with your Honors College academic advisor, you may 
be eligible to fulfill one Honors Elective by completing an Honors Course Enrichment Contract with a 
professor in a non-Honors class (one Honors Elective). 
 
You can fulfill Honors Cultural Visions requirements by participating in an approved TCU study abroad 
program and/or an Honors Abroad program. (See http://studyabroad.tcu.edu/ for approved TCU 
programs, including “Partner Programs.”) A summer study abroad program fulfills one Cultural Visions 
requirement, and a fall or spring study abroad program fulfills two Cultural Visions requirements. 
Summer Honors Abroad programs fulfill one Cultural Visions requirement. 
 
You can fulfill up to two of the five Lower-Division Honors requirements through study abroad and 
Honors Abroad. For example, if you choose to participate in a fall or spring study abroad program [2 
Cultural Visions] plus Honors Abroad or summer study abroad [1 Cultural Visions], then only two of the 
three possible Cultural Visions earned through study abroad experiences can count toward the five total 
Lower-Division Honors requirements you need. 
 
When selecting Lower-Division Honors courses, do I have a lot of choices? 
Yes, you can select Lower-Division Honors courses from many different disciplines including Biology, 
Economics, Political Science, Music, Theatre, English, and Business, among others. 
 
Do I need to maintain a certain GPA to remain a member of the Honors College? 
Yes, to remain a member of the Honors College, you must meet the following minimum cumulative GPA 
requirements: 
 End of first year ........... 3.000 minimum 
 End of second year ..... 3.250 minimum 
 End of third year ......... 3.400 minimum 
 End of fourth year ....... 3.500 minimum 

 
To complete Lower-Division Honors, you must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.250. 
 
To graduate as an Honors Laureate, you must complete Lower-Division Honors, complete all Upper-
Division requirements for at least one of the Upper-Division tracks (University Honors and/or 
Departmental Honors), and have a minimum 3.500 cumulative GPA at the time of graduation. 
  

https://honors.tcu.edu/current-students/honors-explorations/
http://studyabroad.tcu.edu/
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What if during my time at TCU I realize that I am unable to complete all Honors 
requirements? Can I complete just part of the Honors curriculum? 
Yes. If you complete Lower-Division Honors with a minimum 3.250 cumulative GPA, you will earn the 
Kathryne McDorman Honors Scholar distinction, but you will not graduate as an Honors Laureate. 
 
If you complete only Upper-Division Honors (all required coursework and minimum 3.500 GPA at the 
time of graduation), you will earn the Andrews Honors Scholar distinction, but you will not graduate as 
an Honors Laureate. 
 
When do I need to complete Lower-Division Honors requirements? 
It is important to work with your Honors College academic advisor to create an individualized plan for 
completing Lower-Division Honors requirements. Many students complete Lower-Division Honors by the 
end of their second year; however, the timeline is flexible, depending upon your academic situation. 
Lower-Division Honors courses can be completed during your third year or even fourth year if 
necessary. 
 
Regarding Upper-Division Honors, what are my options? 
You may pursue either University Honors (philosophical track) or Departmental Honors (research or 
creative project track), or both. To earn University Honors, you must complete three Honors Colloquia (9 
credit hours). To earn Departmental Honors, you must complete a research or creative project, enroll in 
the appropriate Departmental Honors courses, and write a research or creative thesis in your major 
discipline under the supervision of a faculty committee. You may pursue Departmental Honors in your 
minor or area of emphasis with approval from the respective department chair or program director. 
 
When do I begin Upper-Division Honors? 
If you pursue University Honors (three Honors Colloquia), you typically begin in the fall or spring of your 
third year, but you should consult with your Honors College academic advisor to determine the best plan 
based on a number of factors, including your graduation date, degree requirements, and study abroad 
or internship plans. 
 
For Departmental Honors (research or creative project and thesis), timelines and requirements vary by 
discipline, but most students start in the spring of junior year; this gives you at least three semesters to 
work on your project. Because timelines and requirements vary by discipline, you should consult with 
faculty members in your major department during your sophomore year to find out how and when to 
get started. If you are majoring in the sciences and would like to pursue Departmental Honors, it is 
recommended that you begin to explore laboratory research opportunities as early as possible – by 
the end of your first year or during your second year. 
 
For both University Honors and Departmental Honors, it is important to work with your Honors College 
academic advisor as early as possible to determine your individualized timeline for completing the 
coursework. 
 
If I am a member of the John V. Roach Honors College, will I have time to be 
involved on campus? 
Yes! In fact, many Honors students are highly involved on the TCU campus. For example, Honors students 
are/have been Orientation Leaders/Coordinators, Frog Camp Facilitators/Directors, Frogs First 
Leaders, Connections Mentors, student athletes, cheerleaders, Showgirls, TCU Marching Band members, 
resident assistants, TCU Ambassadors, sorority/fraternity members, Student Foundation members, and 
Student Government Association members/officers to name a few! The Honors College encourages you 
to participate in organizations that will help you grow outside of the classroom.  
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Frequently Asked Questions About 
Enrolling for Your First Semester at TCU 

 
How do I find Honors classes on the TCU Class Search? 
To find Honors classes on the online Class Search, use the “Class Attribute” drop-down menu and select 
either “Honors Classes” or “Honors: Cultural Visions Classes.” The section numbers for Honors classes 
always begin with “6” (e.g., 615). Also, the word “Honors” will usually, but not always, be in the class 
title. 
 
Check out the How to Use Class Search video. 
 
How will I know if TCU has received my AP/IB scores and/or dual credit courses? 
What if TCU hasn’t received them? 
You may send AP scores to TCU through the College Board web site, and you may send IB scores to 
TCU through the International Baccalaureate web site. If you have already requested AP or IB scores to 
be sent to TCU, then the Registrar’s Office will post the appropriate course(s) to your TCU transcript 
when they receive your score report. 
 
For dual credit/concurrent enrollment college courses, the primary college or university must send an 
official transcript to the TCU’s Registrar’s Office. The Registrar’s Office will then post the transfer 
courses to your TCU transcript with TCU-specific course numbers. The Registrar’s Office continuously 
posts test and college transfer credits as they receive them throughout the summer; therefore, AP/IB 
credits and transfer course work should be posted to your TCU transcript by September 2021. If any of 
your pre-TCU college credits are not posted by September 2021, please contact the TCU Registrar’s 
Office to make sure TCU received your AP/IB scores and/or college transcripts. 
 
How do I know which courses I got credit for through AP/IB/dual credit/concurrent 
enrollment? Why is this important? 
The TCU Office of Admission provides a chart for AP and IB scores. 
 
Transfer course equivalencies for some courses taken at institutions outside of Texas can be found here. 
Please note that this site includes only a partial listing of non-Texas transferable courses. 
 
For a list of Texas community college courses and TCU equivalencies, please click here. 
 
If you determine which courses you will likely earn college credit for through AP/IB/dual credit, then 
you can avoid enrolling in duplicate classes at TCU. Thus, you will avoid taking TCU classes for which 
you already earned prior college credit. 
 
In special cases, your major/departmental academic advisor may advise you to repeat the previously-
earned credit at TCU. 
 
What math do I need to take for my major? What math am I eligible to take? 
To know if your intended major requires a specific mathematics course, please refer to the TCU 
Undergraduate Catalog. All degree requirements, including major and minor requirements, are listed in 
the Catalog. If your intended major does not specify a particular mathematics course, then you may 
choose any approved TCU Core Curriculum MATH class. Students who need Calculus I (MATH 10524) to 
meet degree requirements should review the pre-requisites listed here; some students will need to take 

https://classes.tcu.edu/
https://youtu.be/YQlOJa4O1Ng
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/sending-scores
https://ibo.org/contact-the-ib/ask-a-question/
http://www.reg.tcu.edu/
http://www.reg.tcu.edu/
http://www.reg.tcu.edu/
https://admissions.tcu.edu/apply/freshman/college-credits/credit-by-exam.php
https://coursetransfer.tcu.edu/
https://admissions.tcu.edu/pdfs/TransferEquivalencyGuide.pdf
http://tcu.smartcatalogiq.com/current/Undergraduate-Catalog
http://tcu.smartcatalogiq.com/current/Undergraduate-Catalog
http://tcu.smartcatalogiq.com/current/Undergraduate-Catalog
https://cse.tcu.edu/mathematics/undergraduate/core-credit-placement.php
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the Calculus Placement Exam to gain eligibility to enroll in MATH 10524 Calculus I. (Only some of TCU’s 
majors require MATH 10524 Calculus I.) 
 
If my degree requires a foreign language, how do I know what level to start at? How 
many foreign language classes do I need for a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) degree? 
You can find information about taking a foreign language - including TCU’s incentive-based placement 
policy - here (for Spanish) and here (for other languages). 
 
Students pursuing a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) degree must demonstrate language 
competency/proficiency by completing the fourth level of a foreign language. Non-Bachelor of Arts 
students (e.g., B.B.A., B.S., B.S.N.) may choose to take a foreign language but are not required to do so. 
 
If you plan to take a foreign language in Fall 2021, and you are not sure which level to start at, you 
may take the free online CAPE self-placement exam. Based on your CAPE exam score, you can place 
yourself into the appropriate level of a foreign language course. 
 
For instructions on taking the free online CAPE self-placement exam, please refer to: 
TCU Department of Spanish and Hispanic Studies (Spanish) 
or 
TCU Department of Modern Language Studies 
 
If you enroll in a foreign language course above the first-semester level (such as third-level Spanish) 
and you earn a grade of B- or higher in the course, then TCU will grant you credit hours (up to 9 credit 
hours) for the courses below that level. 
 
Students who want to take a 30000-level foreign language course will need to reach out directly to the 
Department of Spanish and Hispanic Studies or the Department of Modern Language Studies to request 
permission for the 30000-level language course. 
 
TCU offers courses for the following languages: 

• Arabic 
• Chinese 
• French 
• German 
• Greek (Taught through the Department of Religion) 
• Italian 
• Japanese 
• Spanish 

https://cse.tcu.edu/mathematics/undergraduate/calculus-placement-exam.php
https://addran.tcu.edu/spanish-hispanic-studies/academics/language-placement-policy.php
https://addran.tcu.edu/modern-language-studies/academics/language-placement.php
https://addran.tcu.edu/spanish-hispanic-studies/academics/language-placement-policy.php
https://addran.tcu.edu/modern-language-studies/academics/language-placement.php
https://addran.tcu.edu/spanish-hispanic-studies/index.php
https://addran.tcu.edu/modern-language-studies/index.php
https://addran.tcu.edu/religion/index.php


 Lower-Division Honors 
Kathryne McDorman Honors Scholar 

 

Complete at least 5 Honors courses/requirements (15 hours or the 
non-credit equivalent), including two Cultural Visions and three 
Honors Electives. * 
* These courses often fulfill TCU Core Curriculum requirements. 
 

Two Cultural Visions (CV) courses (6 hours) 
Recent CV offerings include: 
• ANTH 20623 Introduction to Cultural Anthropology ** 
• ARHI 10043 Introduction to Art History ** 
• CRES 10103 Engaging Difference and Diversity in America ** 
• DANC 10453 Dance in World Cultures ** 
• ENGL 20213 Global Women’s Literature ** 
• ENGL 20913 Honors Literature and Civilizations I 
• ENGL 20923 Honors Literature and Civilizations II 
• ENSC 20003 Astrobiology: Hunting for Habitable Worlds ** 
• GEOG 10003 World Regional Geography ** 
• GRMN 20973 Honors Afterlife of Greek Tradition 
• GRMN 20983 Honors Afterlife of Roman Tradition 
• HNRS 20103 Africa through Film 
• HNRS 20113 College Life and Identity 
• HNRS 20213 Language, Comm., and Cultural Identity 
• HNRS 20233 Gender and Sexuality in History and Literature 
• HNRS 20243 Culture, Literature, and Adaptations 
• HNRS 20403 Faith and Social Movements 
• HNRS 20503 Exploring Cultural Contact Zones 
• HNRS 20613 Race and Sports 
• HNRS 20623 The Genius of Hip Hop 
• HNRS 20633 Video Games and Representation 
• HNRS 20803 Understanding Science 
• HNRS 20813 Philosophy and Science of Social Justice 
• HNRS 20913 U.S. Cultural Memory - History 
• HNRS 20923 U.S. Cultural Memory - Literature 
• HNRS 30533 Happiness: Culture, Economics, and Being 
• MUSI 10063 World Music ** 
• PHIL 10103 Honors Mind, Meaning, and Morality 
• RELI 10023 Understanding Religion: Communities (only 

approved Honors sections) 
• SCIE 30603 Religion and Healthcare ** 
• SOCI 20223 Social Problems ** 

** Will count as Honors CV if you take the approved 
Honors section with a 600-section number. 

 

• Approved summer TCU Study Abroad experience = one 
Cultural Visions (see https://studyabroad.tcu.edu/) 

• Honors Abroad = one Cultural Visions 
• Approved fall or spring TCU Study Abroad experience = two 

Cultural Visions (see https://studyabroad.tcu.edu/) 
 

Three Honors Electives (9 hours) 
• Any lower-level Honors course in any department (designated 

by “600” section number) 
• Students may fulfill ONE Honors Elective with an AP exam 

score of 5 or IB HL exam score of 7. 
• Some students may be eligible to fulfill ONE Honors Elective 

by contracting with a professor in a non-Honors class. (See an 
Honors College academic advisor for more details.) 

 

If students take Cultural Visions (CV) courses beyond the initial two that 
are required for Lower-Division requirements, the CV courses can count 
toward fulfillment of Lower-Division Honors Electives. 

To remain a member of the Honors College, students must meet 
the following minimum cumulative GPA requirements: 

 

End of first year 3.000 
End of second year 3.250 
End of third year 3.400 
End of fourth year 3.500 

 

To graduate from TCU as a 
John V. Roach Honors College Laureate, 

students must complete Lower- and Upper-Division Honors 
requirements and have a cumulative GPA of 3.500 or higher. 

 

• The minimum cumulative GPA required to complete Upper-
Division Honors is 3.500. 

• “P/NC” courses do not count toward Honors requirements. 
• A grade of “C-” or higher is required to count toward 

Honors requirements. 

Upper-Division Honors 
Paul and Judy Andrews Honors Scholar 

 

Choose one (or both) of the following tracks: 
 

University Honors (9 hours) 
Complete three Honors Colloquia. 
• Students typically begin this track in their third year. 
• Examples include: 

• HCOL 41013 Disease, Disorder, and Disability 
• HCOL 41373 Beyoncé and Intersectionality 
• HCOL 41023 Empathy 
• HCOL 40000 Treks and Texts 
• HCOL 41163 Giving and Philanthropy 
• HCOL 41123 Callings 

 

 and/or 
 

Departmental Honors (usually 6 hours) 
Complete a research or creative project and thesis in the 
major (or minor with appropriate approval). 
• Though guidelines vary by academic department, students 

typically enroll in a junior-level seminar in the spring of 
junior year (or fall of senior year) and a senior-level 
research course in the fall (or spring) of senior year. 

• They work with a faculty committee made up of a 
supervising professor from their major department and 
two other professors (one from their major department 
and one from outside their department). 

• Students will present their projects in a public forum 
during their senior year. 

• The project culminates in a document, the Honors Thesis, 
which is posted in the TCU Library’s Digital Repository. 

Scharbauer Hall 1016 
817.257.7125     www.honors.tcu.edu 
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Honors Cultural Visions Courses 
(Not every course is offered every semester. For course 

availability, consult the TCU Class Search.) 
 

Course TCU Core 
   

ANTH 20623  Introduction to Cultural Anthropology (Honors section**) ................................................ SSC and CA or GA 

ARHI 10043  Introduction to Art History (Honors section**) ...................................................................... FAR and CA 

CRES 10103  Engaging Difference and Diversity in America (Honors section**) ................................... CA or CSV 

DANC 10453  Dance in World Cultures (Honors section**) ...................................................................... FAR and CA 

ENGL 20213  Global Women’s Literature (Honors section**).................................................................... HUM and GA or LT 

ENGL 20913  Honors Literature and Civilizations I ........................................................................................ HUM and LT 

ENGL 20923  Honors Literature and Civilizations II ....................................................................................... HUM and GA or LT 

ENSC 20003  Astrobiology: Hunting for Habitable Worlds (Honors section**) ..................................... CSV 

GEOG 10003  World Regional Geography (Honors section**) ................................................................ SSC and GA 

GRMN 20973  Honors: The Afterlife of Classical Greek Tradition .............................................................. HUM and LT 

GRMN 20983  Honors: The Afterlife of Classical Roman Tradition ............................................................ HUM and HT 

HNRS 20103  Africa through Film ..................................................................................................................... CA or GA 

HNRS 20113  College Life and Identity ............................................................................................................ HUM and CA 

HNRS 20213  Language, Communication, and Cultural Identity ................................................................. HUM and CA 

HNRS 20233  Gender and Sexuality in Literature and Historical Context ................................................. HUM and CA or LT 

HNRS 20243  Culture, Literature, and Adaptations ....................................................................................... HUM and LT 

HNRS 20403  Faith and Social Movements ...................................................................................................... HUM and CSV or RT 

HNRS 20503  Exploring Cultural Contact Zones ............................................................................................ HUM and GA 

HNRS 20613  Race and Sports .......................................................................................................................... HUM and CSV 

HNRS 20623  The Genius of Hip Hop ............................................................................................................... HUM and CA 

HNRS 20633  Video Games and Representation ............................................................................................ HUM and CA 

HNRS 20803  Understanding Science ............................................................................................................... HUM 

HNRS 20813  Philosophy and Science of Social Justice ................................................................................ HUM and CA 

HNRS 20913  U.S. Cultural Memory - History ................................................................................................. HUM and HT 

HNRS 20923  U.S. Cultural Memory - Literature ............................................................................................ HUM and LT 

HNRS 30533  Happiness: Culture, Economics, and Being ............................................................................. CA 

MUSI 10063  World Music (Honors section**) ............................................................................................. FAR and CA 

PHIL 10103  Honors Mind, Meaning, and Morality ........................................................................................ HUM and CSV 

RELI 10023  Understanding Religion: Communities (only approved Honors sections) ......................... HUM and RT 

SCIE 30603  Religion and Healthcare (Honors section**) ........................................................................... CA 

SOCI 20223  Social Problems (Honors section**) ......................................................................................... SSC and CSV 
 

**For Honors Cultural Visions credit, you must take the Honors section of these courses.  Honors classes 

have a section number that begins with “6” (examples: 620, 635, 640, etc.) 

 

TCU Study Abroad Programs and Honors Abroad Programs 
 
Students can fulfill Honors Cultural Visions requirements by studying abroad through a TCU-sanctioned program or by 
participating in an Honors Abroad experience. It does not matter which subjects students study while abroad (e.g., art, 
history, economics, business, language, religion, science, etc.); the experience of studying abroad (or travelling with the 
Honors College on an approved Honors Abroad program) fulfills 1-2 Honors Cultural Visions requirements. For more 
information about TCU-sanctioned study abroad programs (including Partner Programs), see 
https://studyabroad.tcu.edu/. 
 

 TCU-sanctioned summer study abroad program (including Partner Programs) = ONE Honors Cultural Visions 

 Honors Abroad experience = ONE Honors Cultural Visions 

 TCU-sanctioned fall or spring study abroad program (including Partner Programs) = TWO Honors Cultural Visions 

https://classes.tcu.edu/
https://studyabroad.tcu.edu/
https://honors.tcu.edu/current-students/honors-explorations/
https://studyabroad.tcu.edu/


Three Levels of Honors Distinction 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lower-Division 
Kathryne McDorman Honors Scholar 

 

• Minimum required cumulative GPA: 3.250 
• We invite students to a celebratory dinner and give 

them a custom-designed gift for completion of Lower-
Division Honors requirements. 

Upper-Division 
Paul and Judy Andrews Honors Scholar 

 

• Minimum required cumulative GPA: 3.500 
• We recognize students at the Honors Laureate 

Ceremony prior to TCU’s Commencement ceremony. 
• Students sign the Honors College Roll of Graduates. 
• Students receive cords to wear to TCU Commencement. 
• Completion of Upper-Division Honors appears on the 

academic transcript. 

Honors Laureate 
 

• Minimum required cumulative GPA: 3.500 
• Students must complete BOTH Lower-Division Honors 

AND Upper-Division Honors. 
• We recognize students at the Honors Laureate 

Ceremony prior to TCU’s Commencement ceremony. 
• Students sign the Honors College Roll of Graduates. 
• Students receive Honors College regalia to wear to TCU 

Commencement, including a stole and cords. 
• Completion of Upper-Division Honors appears on the 

academic transcript. 

05.13.2021 9 
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Upper-Division Honors 
 

 
To complete Upper-Division Honors, students must complete either University 
Honors or Departmental Honors.  Students have the option of completing both 
tracks. 
 
 

University Honors 
(9 credit hours) 

 

Colloquia 
 
Students who pursue University Honors complete three Honors colloquia: discussion-
centered seminars in which professors and students explore questions of enduring 
significance in the context of multiple academic disciplines. The breadth of 
exploration enables students to forge new connections among disparate strands of 
their lives and their learning. Through conversations informed by intensive reading, 
reflective writing, and experiential learning, University Honors students gain a 
deeper understanding of themselves and their undergraduate education along with 
enhanced capacities for self-directed thought and collaborative inquiry. 
 

Departmental Honors 
(varies by department but usually 6 credit hours) 

 

Research or Creative Project 
 
Students who pursue Departmental Honors complete a research or creative project in 
their major (or minor, or area of emphasis, with approval from the department chair 
or program director). Projects vary by field and discipline. Departmental Honors 
students spend two or more semesters with a faculty mentor designing and carrying 
out a research project or creative work. Senior students present their projects publicly 
and submit them to the permanent archive (TCU Digital Repository) of the Mary Couts 
Burnett Library. 

https://repository.tcu.edu/handle/116099117/7177


 Minimum GPA Requirements for Honors Students: 
  First Year............... End-of-year GPA must be ≥ 3.000 
  Second Year ......... End-of-year GPA must be ≥ 3.250 
(Note: 3.250 minimum cumulative GPA required to complete Lower-Division Honors and earn the Kathryne McDorman Honors Scholar distinction.) 

 

Lower-Division Honors (Kathryne McDorman Honors Scholar) 
   

Alternative ways 
to complete 

this requirement: 
Requirement 

Course 
(or Study Abroad or 

Honors Abroad) 
Semester 

Counts for the 
following TCU 

Core requirement(s): 

Final Grade 
• Must be C- or higher 
• Cannot be taken P/NC 

 Study Abroad or 
Honors Abroad: 
--TCU-Approved Summer 

Study Abroad = 1 CV 
--Honors Abroad = 1 CV 
--TCU-Approved Fall 

or Spring Study Abroad 
= 2 CVs 

1.) Cultural Visions 1     

2.) Cultural Visions 2     

 Score of 5 on AP Exam 
or score of 7 on HL IB 
Exam 
 Honors Course 

Enrichment Contract in a 
non-Honors course [See 
Honors College academic 
advisor.] 

3.) Honors Elective 1 
(Can be a Cultural 
Visions course) 

    

4.) Honors Elective 2 
(Can be a Cultural 
Visions course) 

    

5.) Honors Elective 3 
(Can be a Cultural 
Visions course) 
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https://studyabroad.tcu.edu/
https://honors.tcu.edu/current-students/honors-explorations/


 Minimum GPA Requirements for Honors Students: 
  First Year................. End-of-year GPA must be ≥ 3.000 
  Second Year ........... End-of-year GPA must be ≥ 3.250 
  Third Year ............... End-of-year GPA must be ≥ 3.400 
  Fourth Year ............. End-of-year GPA must be ≥ 3.500 
(Note: 3.500 minimum cumulative GPA required to complete Upper-Division Honors.  3.500 minimum cumulative GPA required to graduate as an Honors 
Laureate.) 

 

Upper-Division Honors (Paul and Judy Andrews Honors Scholar) 
 

Track 
(Choose one or both.) 

Requirement Course Semester 
Final Grade 

• Must be C- or higher 
• Cannot be taken P/NC 

Three Colloquia Courses 
 

University Honors 

HCOL #1    

HCOL #2    

HCOL #3    

Creative or Research 
Project and Thesis 

 
Departmental Honors 

in 
 

______________________ 
Major department* 

 
*Must get prior approval for 

Departmental Honors 
in the minor 

Course #1    

Course #2    

Other (if required 
by academic 
department) 

   

Other (if required 
by academic 
department) 
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How to Find Honors Classes on the TCU Class Search 
 

When using the online TCU Class Search (https://classes.tcu.edu/), 
select “Honors Classes” in the Class Attribute drop-down menu. 

 
 

  

13 

https://classes.tcu.edu/


 
 

To find Lower-Division Honors classes, 
select “10000-29999” in the Course Level drop-down menu. 
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How to Find Honors Classes on the TCU Class Search 
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https://classes.tcu.edu/


Using the Purple Schedule Builder: Is It an Honors Class? 
 

Turn on the “Legend” button. 
 

Look for a three-digit section number that begins with 6. 
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Using the Purple Schedule Builder: Is It an Honors Class? 
 

Look for a three-digit section number that begins with 6. 
 

17 
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Office:  Scharbauer Hall 1016 E-mail:  honors@tcu.edu 
Hours:  Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. Web:  http://www.honors.tcu.edu/ 
Phone:  817.257.7125 

 

Honors Academic Advising Syllabus 
 

Honors academic advising is an important component of the John V. Roach Honors College’s academic 
program. Through individualized as well as group advisement, Honors academic advisors engage in holistic, 
developmental advising to understand and support Honors students as they set and realize their academic 
goals. 
 
Honors advising is meant to supplement advising sessions with a student’s major advisor, not to take the 
place of them. As such, students are expected to see their major/departmental academic advisor at least once 
a semester to ensure that they are on track with their major/departmental degree requirements. Honors 
advising appointments should, therefore, focus on the following: 

• Fulfilling Honors requirements 
• Selecting Honors courses and discussing options for completing the Honors requirements 
• Getting involved in the Honors College 
• Developing academic and post-graduation goals and plans 

 
All students are assigned to an Honors academic advisor based on their last name. Students can meet with an 
advisor by appointment. Please arrive on time, and be prepared for your advising appointment. If you will be 
late, or if you need to cancel your appointment, please let us know as far in advance as possible. To schedule 
an appointment, please use the online scheduling link associated with your assigned Honors academic 
advisor: 

• Last names A - D Jess Price https://go.oncehub.com/Jess_Price 
• Last names E - K Justine Grace https://go.oncehub.com/Justine_Grace 
• Last names L - P Tori (Cummings) Couch https://go.oncehub.com/Tori_Cummings 
• Last names Q - R Marie Martinez https://go.oncehub.com/Martinez 
• Last names S - Z Donna Schonerstedt https://go.oncehub.com/Schonerstedt 

 
What is expected of Honors students? 

• Meet with your major/departmental academic advisor at least once each semester. 
• Make appointments with your Honors academic advisor as needed, ideally at least once per academic 

year and more often if needed. 
• Review and understand the Honors College requirements. 
• Prepare for your advising appointments, and be actively involved in the advising process. 
• Check your TCU e-mail daily, and include your TCU ID number in all correspondence with your 

Honors academic advisor. 
• Take responsibility for making your own academic and career decisions and for monitoring your 

own academic progress. 
 
What is expected of Honors academic advisors? 

• Be knowledgeable about the Honors curriculum, and provide accurate information to students. 
• Listen carefully and respectfully to students’ questions, concerns, and goals. 
• Assist students as they select Honors courses and as they work toward completion of their Honors 

requirements. 
• Help students understand how to fit the Honors requirements into their degree programs. 
• Refer students to appropriate campus resources. 
• Support students as they make informed and responsible decisions and set realistic goals. 

mailto:honors@tcu.edu
http://www.honors.tcu.edu/
https://go.oncehub.com/Jess_Price
https://go.oncehub.com/Justine_Grace
https://go.oncehub.com/Tori_Cummings
https://go.oncehub.com/Martinez
https://go.oncehub.com/Schonerstedt
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Social Sciences - 9 hours (SSC) (at least 2 different subject areas)

1
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3

Natural Sciences - 6 hours (NSC) (2 different subject areas)

1

2

Fine Arts - 3 hours (FAR)

1

HMVV Courses (that do not count toward HEE)

ESSENTIAL COMPETENCIES (EC) (12 hours, plus 6 hours Writing Emphasis)

Mathematical Reasoning (MTH)

Oral Communication (OCO)

Written Communication #1 (WCO)

Written Communication #2 (WCO)

Writing Emphasis #1 (WEM) *

Writing Emphasis #2 (WEM) *

 (Speech/Public Speaking)

  (First-Year/Intro. Composition)

 (Sophomore/Intermediate Composition)

 (often included in the student's major reqts.)

 (often included in the student's major reqts.)
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Junior/Senior-Level Class
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ENGL 10803

ENGL 20803

The Writing Emphasis requirement can be "double dipped" with courses in the major, minor, or HEE/HMVV courses.

* CA, GA, CSV, and WEM must be taken at TCU.

TCU Core Curriculum
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Once you are a TCU student, you must request prior approval from your

academic dean to take classes (a maximum of 12 hours) at another college/

university.  All students must use the "Request Transfer Credit" form in the 
my.tcu.edu student portal to request approval to take transfer classes.

Junior/Senior-Level Class

Students need a range of 39-63 credit hours to complete the TCU Core Curriculum. (You may "double dip" up to 24 credit hours.)
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*

In the HMVV curriculum, you may take a maximum of two courses from any 

one subject area as defined by course prefix (e.g., the course prefix for 

Economics is ECON). You cannot "double dip" within the HMVV section.
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Other Courses/Electives:

HUMAN EXPERIENCES & ENDEAVORS (HEE)   (27 hours)

In the HEE curriculum, you may take a maximum of two courses from any 

one subject area as defined by course prefix.   Additionally, you must take at 

least two different subject areas (as defined by course prefix) to fulfill the 

Humanities, Social Sciences, and Natural Sciences requirements.

Humanities - 9 hours (HUM) (at least 2 different subject areas)

(HMVV) 
(18 hours) 
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Honors Student Cabinet 
 
The Honors Cabinet is comprised of representatives from each class and serves in two major capacities: 
1) to serve as a programming board for the Honors College and 2) to serve as the “student voice” of the 
Honors College. Additionally, they collaborate with faculty, staff, and other student organizations such as 
Hall Crew and the Student Government Association. Honors Cabinet members also have the opportunity 
to offer both formal and informal feedback about the Honors student experience to faculty and staff. 
 
Two initial first-year class representatives are selected via an application process at the beginning of their 
first year at TCU, usually in September. Additional representatives are selected at the end of the first year 
at TCU, usually in April. The Honors College will notify students of these applications and any other open 
Cabinet positions via an e-mail announcement. 
 
Contact information:  HonorsStudentCabinet@tcu.edu 
 

Honors College Student Ambassador Program 
 
The Honors College Student Ambassador Program (“Honors Ambassadors”) is an application-based 
volunteer program for enthusiastic, dedicated upper-class students in the John V. Roach Honors College. 
Honors Ambassadors assist in recruiting current TCU students and high school seniors to join the John V. 
Roach Honors College. Primary responsibilities include meeting one-on-one with current TCU students 
who are interested in joining Honors, giving tours of the Honors College facilities and Milton Daniel Hall 
to visiting high school seniors and their families, and representing the Honors College at recruitment 
events like Honors Preview Nights. Honors Ambassadors also support the College at various events such 
as Honors Convocation, Honors Banquet, the Fogelson Honors Forum, and the McDorman Honors Scholar 
Award Dinner. Most importantly, Honors Ambassadors serve as positive representatives of the John V. 
Roach Honors College. 
 
Students interested in becoming an Honors Ambassador may apply in the spring semester (usually in 
early April). The Honors College will notify students by e-mail when the application process has opened. 
 
Contact information:  HonorsAmbassadors@tcu.edu 
 

Honors College Community Service (HCCS) 
 
HCCS is a community service program for TCU Honors students. This program connects students to 
meaningful service opportunities in the Fort Worth community and partners with many different 
organizations, thus offering members a range of opportunities and a flexible time commitment. HCCS is a 
great way to build relationships with other Honors students as well as community members. It provides a 
fun way to get involved on campus, get to know the Fort Worth area, and give back to the community. 
Leadership opportunities are available within the organization. 
 
Membership is open to any Honors student, no application necessary. Informational meetings are held to 
provide details regarding each semester’s community service projects. 
 
Contact information:  hccs@tcu.edu 

mailto:HonorsStudentCabinet@tcu.edu
mailto:HonorsAmbassadors@tcu.edu
mailto:hccs@tcu.edu
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