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Fall 2019 Honors Course Descriptions 
All courses are subject to change; check Class Search for a definitive list of offerings. 

 

Cultural Visions Courses 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Intro to Art History (Dr. Jessica Fripp) 

ARHI 10043-655 

This course offers a broad overview of the history of visual arts and 
focuses on the history of the visual arts with a focus on the 
relationship between art and its historical and societal contexts. In 
this regard, the course provides students the tools to understand 
how art reflects its associated cultures’ mores, values, worldview, 
and sensitivities. These tools would be the skills to describe and 
analyze the formal and design elements of a work of art and an 
understanding of how art, in terms of style and subject matter, 
relates to its cultural circumstances. Students will gain an 
appreciation of the aesthetic values of these cultures and an 
understanding of the historical, social, economic, political, and/or 
religious contexts for the creation of art. Through reading, writing, 
speaking and seeing, students will enhance their skills in critical 
thinking and the synthesis of ideas within the discipline of art 
history. 

CA, FAR, Cultural Visions 

Engaging Difference/Diversity (Jacinto Ramos) 

CRES 10103-680 

Race isn’t rocket science, it’s harder than rocket science. Why? 
Because American K-12 school systems do not teach about race and 
ethnicity. How in the world are we supposed to know the rules of 
engagement? This is an introductory course to the interdisciplinary 
field of comparative race and ethnic studies. Students will explore 
the social construct of race and become familiar with 
the Courageous Conversations About Race protocol. The class will 
be highly interactive, include a community visit, and introduce 
students to people engaging in racial and ethnic equity in Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

CA or CSV , Cultural Visions 

Dance in World Cultures (Lily Sloan) 

DANC 10453-650 
Students in this course engage in a historical and cross-cultural 
examination of dance as a fundamental human expression.  The 
course design helps students develop a critical understanding and 
appreciation of dance as culturally situated in diverse world cultures 
and how socially constructed notions of gender, class, and race 
manifest within these dance practices. 

CA, FAR, Cultural Visions 
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World Regional Geography (Dr. Jeffrey Roet) 
GEOG 10003-635 
GEOG 10003-636 (LAB) 
GEOG 10003-637 (LAB) 
GEOG 10003-638 (LAB) 

Regional geography synthesizes human and physical geography to 
present a holistic portrait of place or a region.  We will “visit” Europe, 
Russia, China, Latin America, Africa, Middle East, and India and study 
these regions through the eyes of the people who live there.  We will 
also eat at local ethnic restaurants and go on field trips throughout 
the Metroplex. This course will appeal to students interested in 
geopolitics, global economics, and ethnic conflict or students who 
have traveled abroad or wish to travel abroad. 

GA, SSC, Cultural Visions 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Literature and Civilizations I (Dr. Daniel Gil) 

ENGL 20913-674 

Unlike any other narrative, excepting those of the Old Testament, 
the story of Troy and the Trojan War was (and perhaps still is) the 
most influential story throughout the western world in the many 
centuries after Homer (c. 800-700 BC). As British author and 
playwright Tom Stoppard says, it is thanks to the many artists since 
Homer who have kept this story vibrantly alive to celebrate the 
great deeds of heroes past. And they kept this story alive because, 
as Diane Thompson argues, “the story of Troy is...the founding story 
of Europe,” and over the centuries it became an important 
foundational story in the history of art and literature in the western 
world.  So why has this tale proved so enduring over the ages?  And 
why was it considered important to the many artists, writers and 
historians who preserved it?  In this course we will explore the 
many retellings of this famous story, starting with the original 
versions by Homer and Virgil and ending with Shakespeare’s later 
“problem play,” to answer these questions about the impact and 
survival of this legendary story of love, honor, war, and betrayal. 

LT, HUM, Cultural Visions 

Afterlife of the Classical Greek Tradition (Dr. Scott Williams) 

GRMN 20973-615 
We will examine the appropriation of classical Greece in modern 
literature and film in English and German-language (in translation) 
cultures. For instance: How is war dealt with by soldiers and civilians 
in rewritings of the Iliad and Odyssey?  What influence do other 
Greek plays and myths have in modern literature (including a 
murder mystery on a college campus)? In the last three weeks, 
students completely take over the class, assuming the roles of 
individual Athenians, from noblemen to farmers, as they try to re-
establish their democracy after the Athenians lost the war to Sparta 
(and can put Socrates on trial). 

LT, HUM, Cultural Visions 
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Culture, Literature, and Adaptations (Dr. Wendy Williams) 

HNRS 20243-645 
This course examines literary sources and artistic adaptations 
through the lens of comparative cultural inquiry. By analyzing 
sources and adaptations, students engage in a dialogical process 
that promotes understanding of cultural difference and social 
change. Students read nineteenth-century British novels to learn 
about their social, cultural, and historical contexts, then view the 
novels’ film adaptations, seeking to analyze these cross-cultural 
and cross-era re-tellings and to evaluate the strengths and 
limitations of film adaptation as a conduit of culture. 

HUM, LT, Cultural Visions  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

College Life and Identity (Dr. Daniel Terry) 

HNRS 20113-645 
Students in this seminar-style course explore various aspects of the 
developmental transition from adolescence to adulthood (such as 
cognitive development, psycho-social development, and 
moral/ethical development), with particular attention to the 
relationship between the college experience and identity 
development.  Mindful meditation is used in the course as a 
practice to cultivate self-awareness during this unique time of life.   

CA, HUM, Cultural Visions 

College Life and Identity (Dr. Wendy Williams) 
HNRS 20113-655 In this discussion-based course, students will use interdisciplinary 

inquiry and experiential learning to explore aspects of college life 
that make college years formative in developing and understanding 
personal and community identities. 

CA, HUM, Cultural Visions 

College Life and Identity (Dr. Whitnee Boyd) 

HNRS 20113-674 
Students explore how their identities and life experiences help to 
shape how they navigate society and make decisions. Students will 
read and discuss interdisciplinary material related to race, class, 
gender, education, faith and spirituality, building community, 
inclusion, and more. Students will be challenged to think critically 
on how their respective identities connect them with others and 
how to use their space in society to empower others. Through this 
time of self-exploration and reflection, students will derive a more 
holistic understanding of who they are and how they exist amongst 
the many other people in the community and world around them. 

CA, HUM, Cultural Visions 
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Cultural Contact Zones: 21st Century Europe (Dr. Juan Carlos Sola-Corbacho) 

HNRS 20503-620 
In this class we will focus on the more than 50 European sovereign 
states and the territories that are only partially recognized as such. 
Students will make individual presentations on their geography, 
their people, their culture, their traditions, and their political and 
economic situation. We will pay particular attention to the political, 
cultural, social and economic differences and similarities among 
them and between Europe and the rest of the world, especially the 
United States. Students will read, discuss and write about the latest 
news and the most important current issues in Europe. They will 
also research, analyze and debate migration, gender inequality and 
environmental problems in Europe. 

GA, HUM, Cultural Visions 

Cultural Contact Zones: Africa (Dr. Juan Carlos Sola-Corbacho) 

HNRS 20503-630 
HNRS 20503-636 

In this class we will focus on the more than 50 African fully 
recognized states and the territories that are only partially 
recognized as such. Students will make individual presentations on 
their geography, their people, their culture, their traditions, and 
their political and economic situation. We will pay particular 
attention to the political, cultural, social and economic differences 
and similarities among them and between Africa and the rest of the 
world, especially the United States. Students will read, discuss and 
write about the latest news and the most important current issues 
in Africa. They will also research, analyze and debate migration, 
gender inequality and environmental problems in Africa. 

GA, HUM, Cultural Visions 

Cultural Contact Zones: U.S. Schooling and American Society (Dr. Lynn Hampton) 

HNRS 20503-635 
HNRS 20503-645 

Through classroom debates, policy discussions, and active learning 
exercises – students tackle many issues concerning the role of 
schools and schooling in U.S. society. Some of these issues include: 
What factors shape how schools are run, how schools are 
organized, and what curricular materials are taught? How do 
schools help to maintain and perpetuate social inequality, and how 
do factors of race, class, and gender affect the educational 
experiences of students within schools and within classrooms? 
Discussion of these topics will help to dispel myths about the role of 
education and schools in modern society.  

GA, HUM, Cultural Visions 
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Mind, Meaning, and Morality (Dr. Richard Galvin & Dr. Blake Hestir) 

PHIL 10103-630 
Students in this course explore various conceptions of mind, 
meaning, and morality from the ancient Greeks to the 
contemporary world, with particular attention to the metaphysical 
and ethical questions, “What (who) are we?” “How should we 
live?” and “What makes our lives meaningful?” Answers from 
various figures in Western and Eastern thought are compared, 
discussed, and evaluated, offering students the opportunity to 
consider their conceptions of themselves as individuals and as 
human beings. 

CSV, HUM, Cultural Visions 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Philosophy and Science of Social Justice (Dr. Mikio Akagi) 

HNRS 20813-670 
Discussions of justice in the 21st century focus increasingly on 
issues like sexism, racism, transphobia, and ableism. But what are 
things like race, gender, and disability? Are they biological 
differences, or are they socially-constructed? Is there such a thing 
as “implicit” prejudice? Can “equal treatment” sometimes be 
unjust? In this course we will examine work in the humanities and 
the sciences, asking how theoretical perspectives can be informed 
by scientific methods and how theories of social justice can be used 
to criticize and inform our understanding of science.  

CA, HUM, Cultural Visions 

Cultural Memory: HIST Culture (Dr. Ronald Pitcock) 

HNRS 20913-615 
The life of the dead is placed in the memory of the living. —Cicero 
 
How have U.S. citizens, institutions, and politicians used media to 
interact with and shape a cultural memory of their history? We will 
consider how memory functions across a range of media, from oral 
storytelling, to writing, film, and visual arts, to the Internet. We will 
sharpen our focus by studying archives and memorials—on campus 
and elsewhere, including Disneyworld and Oklahoma City—and 
asking which events/people get memorialized in this culture (and 
which do not) and how memorials work rhetorically. 

HT, HUM, Cultural Visions 
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Honors Elective Courses 
 
Fundamentals of Accounting (Maia Kelton) 

ACCT 20353-665 Honors Elective 

 
Fundamentals of Accounting – Neeley Fellows (Dr. Chad Proell) 

ACCT 20353-670 Neeley Fellows, Honors Elective 

 
Introductory Biology I (Dr. Laura Luque and Dr. Matthew Hale) 
BIOL 10503-602 
BIOL 10503-610 
BIOL 10501-646 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-647 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-648 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-649 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-650 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-651 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-652 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-653 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-654 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-655 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-656 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-657 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-658 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-659 (LAB) 

Honors Elective 

 
Introductory Biology II (Dr. Mark Demarest) 
BIOL 10513-655 
BIOL 10511-6xx (LAB) Honors Elective 

 
Public Address (Dr. Paul King) 

COMM 10163-650 OCO, Honors Elective 

 
Intro Creative Writing (Alex Lemon) 

CRWT 10203-635 FAR, Honors Elective 
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Intro Microeconomics (Dr. Zack Hawley) 
ECON 10223-615 
ECON 10223-635 SSC, Honors Elective 

 
Race and Sports (Dr. Frederick Gooding, Jr.) 

HNRS 20613-680 HUM, Honors Elective 

 
Legal and Social Environment of Business (Dr. Gregg Lehman) 

MANA 20153-680 Honors Elective 

 
Survey of Music (Dr. Won Lee) 

MUSI 10053-650 FAR, Honors Elective 

 
Advanced Theory (Dr. Sean Atkinson) 

MUSI 20203-620 Honors Elective 
*This course is open to Music majors only 

 
Intro to Astronomy: Earth and Planets (Staff) 
PHYS 10273-640* 
*Enroll in a PHYS 10273 LAB GA, NSC, Honors Elective 

 
Intro to Astronomy: Earth and Planets (Dr. Douglas Ingram) 
PHYS 10273-630* 
*Enroll in a PHYS 10273 LAB GA, NSC, Honors Elective 

 
Physics I with Lab: Mechanics - Honors (Staff) 
PHYS 20474-615* 
*Enroll in a PHYS 20474 LAB NSC, Honors Elective 

 
Intro to Political Theory (Dr. Elva Orozco Mendoza) 

POSC 20203-635 CA, HUM, Honors Elective 

 
International Politics (Dr. Manochehr Dorraj) 

POSC 20303-615 GA or CA, SSC, Honors Elective 
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Principles of Behavior I (Dr. Tracy Centanni) 
PSYC 10514-635 
PSYC 10514-636 (LAB) NSC, Honors Elective 

 
Understanding Religion: Communities – World Religions in America (Dr. Elizabeth 
Flowers) 

RELI 10023-630 RT, HUM, Honors Elective 

 
Understanding Religion: Texts and Ideas – The Bible’s Three Worlds (Dr. Darren 
Middleton) 

RELI 10033-660 RT, HUM, Honors Elective 

 
Survey of Musical Theatre (Staff) 

THEA 11013-620 FAR, Honors Elective 
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Honors Colloquia 
 
The European Union (Dr. Rob Rhodes) 

HCOL 40000-610 
In a process that started more than 60 years ago, the European Union 
ambitiously and successfully sought to integrate the economies of its nation 
state members. Even so, the EU now faces multiple existential crises:  the 
U.K.’s exit from the Union, immigration, the continuing debt crisis, and the rise 
of anti-EU political parties across the Continent. This course will explore the 
historical, economic, political, and legal roots of the EU and the crises that 
threaten it today. 

Honors Colloquium 

 
On Human Nature: Callings (Dr. Rob Garnett) 

HCOL 40000-615 
How do we discover our unique roles in the world? The ECON 101 answer is 
“specialization and exchange” – letting market forces guide us toward jobs 
that maximize our expected net advantages.  But how does specialization 
work on a personal level?  How do we discover where, how, and to whom our 
services are “special”?  What calls us toward the positions and duties that 
make us who we are?  What rewards do we receive and what sacrifices do we 
incur as we enact our specialized roles?  What social or psychological barriers 
limit our vocational freedom?  How can we expand vocational freedom, in our 
own lives and in the lives of others? 
*Students who took HCOL 40023 – Give, Get, Learn in Spring 2018 may not 
take this class for credit. 

Honors Colloquium 

 
Cops and Controversies (Dr. Johnny Nhan) 

HCOL 40000-616 
This honors course explores current issues and controversies in policing. The 
course will be contextualized in contemporary research and the larger 
societal framework to answer controversial questions such as:  Why police 
today seemingly have an antagonistic relationship with minority communities 
and why have police actions have led to urban riots?  What are the mental 
and physical stresses of police officer today and what will police look like in 
the future?  In-depth classroom discussions are complemented by an 
immersive experience with guest speakers, police ride-alongs, and site visits. 

Honors Colloquium 

 
Transcultural Dialogues: Bulgaria, Hungary, and the U.S. (Dr. Juan Carlos Sola-
Corbacho) 

HCOL 40000-617 
Students in this unique intercultural course will analyze and compare 
important current issues and values in the United States, Hungary and 
Bulgaria (such as youth, the role of women, the situation of sexual and ethnic 
minorities, migration, social violence, and the role of religion).  Through an 
online forum created specifically for this class, we will have three classrooms 
working as one: 12 students at TCU, 12 students at the University of 
Debrecen (Hungary), and 12 students at the Sofia University Saint Kliment 
Ohridski (Bulgaria).   

Honors Colloquium 
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Design for Social Impact (Dr. Stacy Landreth Grau) 

HCOL 40000-640 
Our community faces what we call “wicked problems” that require innovative 
thinking and a “design mindset”. This course introduces two key frameworks – 
design thinking and systems thinking – to help students develop innovative 
solutions to wicked problems in our own community. We also explore how 
each of us can contribute to these solutions through social entrepreneurship. 
Expect a hands-on experience, field trips, guest speakers and the opportunity 
to engage in real-world problem solving.  

Honors Colloquium 

 
Designing Apps for Health (Dr. Linda Harrington) 

HCOL 40000-645 
By harnessing key technologies and the unprecedented volume of available 
data, health care is moving from the bricks and mortar of hospitals and clinics 
into the digital age.  Digital health care can improve health outcomes and 
reduce the number of required clinic visits and hospitalizations by helping 
each of us to pro-actively identify and address a wide range of health issues.  
In this hands-on, interactive course, students examine the usefulness of 
mobile health apps as tools for improving health by changing human behavior.  
We will critically examine the design of current apps and explore opportunities 
for the development or new or enhanced apps to achieve the ambitious goals 
of digital health care.   

Honors Colloquium 

 
Evolution and the Human Condition (Dr. John Horner) 

HCOL 40000-655 
Students in this course will increase their understanding of the evolutionary 
process as they are challenged to examine how the understanding of 
evolution affects their view of human origins, factors that influence their 
health, the origin of some behaviors, and their relationship to each other and 
other living things. These goals will be accomplished through a combination of 
readings, discussions, writing papers, and exams. 

Honors Colloquium 

 
Art and Activism (Dr. Suki John) 
HCOL 40000-665 This course empowers each student to engage as audience, participant, and 

critic of activist art. Just as the art seeks to challenge us, we challenge each 
other and ourselves by interacting vigorously with a wide range of art works 
created with the goal of influencing our thought and action. Organized around 
themes of “Time and Place” and “Burning Issues,” we look to conditions that 
inspired specific artistic examples and entire movements. Examining some of 
the most successful – and some of the least laudable – works of activist art, 
we look at ways artists have attempted to sway public thought and action. 
Students determine their own “burning issues” and form groups around 
shared concerns. As a final project, groups take the first steps in creating 
activist art. 

Honors Colloquium 
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Treks and Texts (Dr. Dan Williams) 
HCOL 40000-670 
 

In this interdisciplinary colloquium, students discuss a variety of texts in the 
genre of nature writing, beginning with Thoreau, and as well current 
environmental and natural habitat issues.  Students also spend a considerable 
amount of class time outside, volunteering at the Fort Worth Nature Center to 
help maintain its trail system and participating in short excursions to nearby 
parks and natural habitats.  Three times during the semester optional Saturday 
day hikes will be offered and at least one canoe trip.  Experiencing the 
outdoors is a crucial component of this colloquium. 

Honors Colloquium 

 
Beyoncé and Intersectionality (Dr. Lynn Hampton) 

HCOL 40000-680 
HCOL 40000-681 

From “Formation” to “Lemonade,” this course utilizes the artistry, 
musicianship, and feminism of Beyoncé to explore deeper issues of 
patriarchy, racism, classism, and sexism in our society. Through 
engagement of black feminist thought and intersectionality (the works of 
Kimberlé Crenshaw, Audre Lorde, and bell hooks in particular), students 
will explore how intersecting identities of race, class and gender create 
powerful legacies of oppression and resistance. 

Honors Colloquium 

 
Disease, Disorder, and Disability (Dr. Mikio Akagi) 
HCOL 41013-674 What is disease? Are diseases purely biological condi�ons, or does society 

shape our concep�on of what a disease is? What does it mean to be healthy, 
or normal? Are psychiatric disorders real? Are disabili�es medical condi�ons 
or social ones? Answering ques�ons like these requires considering 
unresolved problems in biology, psychology, medicine, and philosophy. We 
will explore these problems, focusing on issues like biological concepts of 
normality, the nature of gene�c disease, the nature of mental illness, and the 
classifica�on of mental disorders like depression, au�sm, and schizophrenia. 
No previous background in philosophy, science, or medicine is required. 

Honors Colloquium 

 
Empathy (Dr. Wendy Williams) 

HCOL 41023-635 In this seminar, students explore and experience empathy in its individual, 
interpersonal, and civic modes. Readings in literature, psychology, sociology, 
and philosophy supplement students’ semester-long service-learning project 
(12 hours of service with a local community partner). Through discussion of 
readings and service-learning experiences, we work collaboratively to 
develop a coherent theory and practical understanding of empathy. 

Honors Colloquium 
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Sports, Society, and Culture (Dr. Ron Pitcock) 

HCOL 41033-655 
Sports tell anyone who watches intelligently about the times in which we live: 
about managed news and corporate politics, about race and terror … 
sportswriter Roger Kahn wrote in 1973. This holds true 45 years later: the NFL 
wrestles with National Anthem/Black Lives Matter debates, researchers 
provide fault-finding data on concussions, USA Gymnastics struggles to 
address rampant sexual abuse, and the FBI investigates the illegal payment of 
players while coaches make millions. This course will diligently and 
dynamically unpack these topics as it explores the intimate links between 
sports, politics, religion, business, education, race, and gender. 

Honors Colloquium 

 
Design Thinking and Innovation (Dr. Dusty Crocker) 

HCOL 41043-640 
This course explores the use of design thinking principles to create innovative 
solutions to cultural and business problems. It is designed to improve 
creativity by exploring new ways of developing empathy for diverse 
audiences, identifying core problems and rapidly generating and testing 
multiple concepts of practical solutions to real-world business and societal 
problems. Students learn to present solutions using visual imagery, models, 
and infographics as well as written and oral presentation skills. This is an 
experiential, project-based course that requires active participation and 
collaboration among students.  

Honors Colloquium 

 
Nature of Society: Life Online (Dr. Andrew Ryder) 

HCOL 41053-641 
This class is devoted to the experience of new telecommunications and social 
media. It is divided into four units: “The Self in Cyberspace,” “Politics and 
Community,” “Labor and Commerce,” and “Etiquette and Ethics.” Students 
will write papers and give presentations on personal and global issues; these 
include imagination and aesthetics, entrepreneurship and working conditions, 
political change, gender and ethnicity, and privacy and surveillance. The 
course includes perspectives from the Americas, Europe, and the Middle East. 
We are particularly concerned with events and possibilities that have emerged 
in the past decade, and draw from economics, sociology, political science, 
literature, and journalism. 

Honors Colloquium 
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Outlaws (Dr. Andrew Ryder) 
HCOL 41063-671 “Outlaws” is concerned with organizations that contest legality. It is divided 

into four units: “American Outlaws from the Civil War to the Depression,” 
“White Ethnic Difference and Gangs in the Mid-Twentieth Century,” “Black 
Power and Outlaw Liberation Projects,” and “Contemporary Gang Culture.” 
The class produces a sense of empathy and concern as well as understanding 
of the economic, political, and social causes of crime. We are also concerned 
with mass media and the legends surrounding various cultural figures. We will 
draw from multiple disciplines, including history, journalism, sociology, 
economics, criminology, ethnic studies, media studies, and literature. 

Honors Colloquium 

 
Nature of Society: Race at the Movies (Dr. Frederick Gooding, Jr.) 

HCOL 41073-656 
In this dynamic class, we start with the principle that mainstream film 
performs an important social function, and consequently so does its imagery. 
We initially examine why mainstream film holds such an important place in 
our culture and explore the mass market appeal that dictates its formulaic 
nature. We then discuss the influential power of images, illustrating specific 
racial patterns that encompass virtually all white and nonwhite characters 
alike. After taking this course, students will be able to effectively screen out 
biases and stereotypes subtly conveyed in plain sight. Be forewarned; you 
will never see movies the same way again! 

Honors Colloquium 

 


