
hcol 40013 Mind and Matter 
Spring 2019: Monday/Wednesday 3:40–5:00 pm; Scharbauer 3019 

Contact 

Instructor: Dr. Mikio Akagi 
Email: m.akagi@tcu.edu 
Office: Scharbauer  3018b 
Office hours: Mon 12:00–1:00 pm;  

Weds 12:00–1:00 pm; 
Thurs 12:00–1:00 pm 

Course Description 

Science tells us that everything in the universe is physical. But are 
minds physical? Are thoughts and feelings really chemicals and 
electricity, or are they something spiritual, or mechanistic? Can 
science explain consciousness? Does a scientific view of the 
world allow for the existence of free will? Of meaningful 
thoughts? Can minds extend into your body, or out into the world? Do plants and microbes have minds? We will 
examine these questions by thinking about recent work in philosophy and the cognitive sciences. 

Course Format 

Since this is an Honors Colloquium, I have designed the class flexibly so that you, the students, have much 
freedom—but also extra responsibilities—to select topics, direct class discussion and to set your own pace in 
your work. In class our discussions will be directed by you (as in a graduate seminar). There will be some lectures, 
but you are always encouraged interject with questions, observations, and criticisms. You have significant 
responsibility to each other for the success of the course. Your preparation and your engagement with each other 
are essential to make our class time interesting and productive. I have confidence that you will hold yourselves 
and each other to high standards. 

In written work, your focus will be on expressing ideas—especially arguments—clearly and precisely. You are 
responsible for setting your own pace. There are no absolute deadlines (except the end of the semester and what 
we schedule together). You must set goals and accomplish the work in a timely manner. You are always welcome 
to discuss your goals with me. 

Honors courses are interdisciplinary. My focus is shaped by my background as a philosopher of science. Your 
background may be different—scientifically, artistically, professionally, personally, &c. Your perspective is 
welcome. Please share it with us! 

Curriculum attributes: 
John V. Roach Honors College: 
· Honors Colloquium 
See Appendix E for learning outcomes. 
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Course Texts 

All required and optional readings will be made available through TCU Online, in the “Content” section. If you 
discover any readings are missing, or links are broken, please let me know and I will find a solution. 

Syllabus Format 

My course designs are unusual, so I try to provide as much 
information as you might need. However, I don’t want to 
overwhelm you. Therefore, the document is split into parts as 
follows: 
Ø The syllabus proper has essential information for the 

course. Please review it during the first week of class. 
Ø The schedule of readings contains a list of the weekly 

topics, readings, and (non-weekly) due dates. You will 
refer to this document regularly throughout the semester. 

Ø The syllabus appendices contain a table of contents, 
guidelines for assignments, and other course policies. 
These policies are not less important than those in the 
syllabus proper, but they are either more detailed or are 
university-wide policies posted elsewhere. 

Impartiality  

My role as the instructor in this course is not to train you in answers, but to guide you 
in understanding and thinking about questions. That being said, I am human and have 
my own views, some of which you will be able to discern even if I try to hide them. 
Nevertheless, your grade in this course will never depend on which conclusions you 
defend; agreement with me will neither help nor hurt you. Instead, you will be 
evaluated based on (1) your ability to articulate clear, sophisticated arguments (2) in 
light of the various texts we cover. I welcome any viewpoint that is expressed 
thoughtfully and respectfully. You should disagree with and question each other in this 
class, and you should do the same with me. 

Final Examination 

The final exam is scheduled for Monday, 06 May from 2–4:30 pm. The exam will consist of a group discussion 
and presentations, and is mandatory. It can be rescheduled only to accommodate graduating seniors. 

Study skills: In addition to the syllabus 
and its parts, I provide a packet on 
student skills for all my classes. It can be 
found on TCU Online, under “Content,” in 
the folder marked “Course documents.” 
You should review its sections as needed: 
Ø Guidelines for reading: Please 

review these in the first week of the 
term and take them to heart. 

Ø Best practices for quoting and 
citing: Please review these before you 
submit any assignments. 

Ø Guidelines for writing: Please review 
these before you attempt the short 
paper or seminar paper. 

 
You are entitled to 
your opinions, but 
you are also 
responsible for 
them. You must be 
able to articulate 
why you believe 
what you believe. 
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As a member of the John V. Roach Honors College, I pledge to dedicate myself 
to intellectual inquiry, life-long learning, and critical thinking, to demonstrate 
personal and academic integrity, and to engage others in earnest and respectful 
discussion with an open mind. 

Reading is hard. Give yourself the opportunity 
to practice and improve. 

Writing is thinking in slow motion. Precise 
expression is hard, especially about abstract 
topics—take care to say what you mean. 
 

 

Learning Skills 

My educational focus is on teaching skills. Specifically: 

Reading Comprehension You will 
identify claims and arguments in 

academic texts, i.e. the conclusions that an author 
argues for and the considerations she offers in 
support of those conclusions. 

 
 

Critical Thinking You will assess claims 
and arguments in texts. This involves 

questioning authors’ premises, questioning authors’ 
inferences, applying claims to novel examples, and 
comparing claims and arguments within a text or 
across texts. You must not just understand; you 
must question, evaluate, and apply. 

Constructive Discussion You will 
practice discussing arguments with each 

other. This activity involves (1) asking questions, 
(2) answering questions, (3) making suggestions, 
and (4) listening respectfully to others. Emphasis is 
placed on treating one another respectfully in 
discussion. It is important to articulate objections in 
a civil manner, and to accept disagreement 
gracefully. 

Careful self-expression You will 
express your thoughts about the course 

topics in a precise manner, both in verbal discussion 
and in writing. This requires (1) using concepts 
correctly, (2) correctly attributing claims and 

arguments to others, (3) critically evaluating those 
claims and arguments, and (4) formulating original 
objections to arguments in a respectful manner. 

 

 

Integration You will make illuminating 
connections between various authors and 

with material from outside of class (e.g. from other 
classes, the media, personal experience, &c.). 
Illuminating connections include (1) noticing that 
various views are consistent with each other, 
(2) noticing that various views are inconsistent with 
each other, (3) noticing how various claims might 
bear on the views or arguments under discussion 
(e.g. by supporting them, by undermining them, by 
calling certain premises into question, &c.). 

Knowledge Acquisition If I am to 
assess your mastery of the skills above, you 

must demonstrate your learning and attention to 
detail. Thus, you are expected to become familiar 
with the main claims and arguments discussed in 
class. This involves understanding (1) various 
philosophical and scientific concepts, (2) the claims 
associated with various authors or views, and (3) the 
arguments associated with various authors or views. 

Facts are important, but they’re not the most 
important thing you’ll learn in this class. 
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Mastery-based Grading 

This course uses a mastery-based scoring system. I will assess you on 
three categories of activity: “Classroom Community,” “Independent 
Thinking,” and “Expression.” Each will be assessed on a scale from 1 to 
5, and as far as I’m concerned your grade for the course is the set of your 
scores on these three categories. However, since the Registrar requires 
me to submit letter grades, there is a method for converting your scores 
into letter grades. It’s not very intuitive, though, so I encourage you to 
think in terms of the numerical scores. 

Assessment scale 
In lieu of letter grades, your performance in this class will be scored 
according to the mastery scale below. For each assessed activity, I will 
either provide a rubric that sets out my expectations, or I will explain 
how it affects the score of an activity with a rubric. 

5 greatly exceeds expectations 
4 exceeds expectations 
3 satisfactory 
2+ almost there! 
2 improvement needed 
1 inadequate 
  

End of semester grades 
I will report grades to the Registrar based on the combination of scores you earn in three categories: “Classroom 
Community,” “Independent Thinking,” and “Expression.” Your overall score for “Expression” determines 
your base grade, which will be raised or lowered based on your overall score for “Classroom Community” and 
“Independent Thinking.” 

 
score 

Expression 
(base grade) 

 
score 

Community 
(modifier) 

 
score 

Independent thinking 
(modifier) 

5 Base grade: A 5 + 1/3 letter grade 5 + 2/3 letter grade 
4 Base grade: A– 4 + 1/3 letter grade 4 + 1/3 letter grade 
3 Base grade: B 3 + 0  3 + 0  
2+ Base grade: B– 2+ – 1/3 letter grade 2+ – 1/3 letter grade 
2 Base grade: C 2 – 1/3 letter grade 2 – 2/3 letter grade 
1 Base grade: D 1 – 1 letter grade 1 – 1 letter grade 

 
I reserve the right to adjust your letter grades upward if I think they do not properly reflect your performance. I 
will not adjust your letter grades downward. 

A 3 is good; it’s what you should 
shoot for. On many assignments, 
higher scores are not given. You 
start with 1s and get to improve 
as you submit work. A 2 or 2+ 
means you need to try again. 4s 
and 5s are rare; you can strive for 
them, but shouldn’t expect them 
every time, even though you’re 
good students.    

In mastery-based scoring, 
you retry assignments until you 
succeed, and your final grade is 
based on how far you progress, 
not on a weighted average. This 
way, your grade reflects your 
level of mastery at the end of the 
semester, regardless of your 
preparation in prior courses. 
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Classroom Community 
Your “Classroom Community” score reflects the responsibility 
you take for the success of the course, which works best if you 
take an active and positive role in the classroom each week. 
You earn your score through attendance, preparation, leading 
discussion, respect for others, and good-faith participation in 
the final exam. More information on the assessed components 
of “Community” can be found in Appendix A. 

Independent Thinking 
Your “Independent Thinking” score reflects work that adds to 
our discussion, but which you do outside of class. You earn 
your score through online discussion and short presentations. 
For instructions, advice, and the gory details about the grading 
policy, please see Appendix B. 

Expression 
Your “Expression” score reflects your ability to express 
arguments, both those of others and your own. You earn your 
score by completing assignments and the final paper. Before 
composing an assignment, please review the detailed 
guidelines in Appendix C. 

Each written assignment will receive a mastery score (1–5). Assignments 1 and 2 will generally not receive scores 
above 3. Your overall score (C) for written assignments will be determined by how far you progress in the 
sequence, and the score you receive on your final paper if you submit one: 

Expression score Highest achievement on written assignments 
1 overall 1–2+ on argument map 
2 overall 3 on argument map 
2+ overall 3–5 on seminar paper OR 3–5 on short paper 
3 overall 3–5 on seminar paper AND 3–5 on short paper 
4 overall 3 on the final paper/project 
5 overall 4–5 on the final paper/project 

Assessments 

Each week 
Attendance Because this is a discussion-based course, it is essential that you be present in class. One 
unexcused absence is allowed for any reason. I don’t need an explanation, but it is a courtesy to let me 

know in advance. Each unexcused absence after the first decreases your “Community” score.  

Classroom Community score 
Ø Modifies letter grade up to +1/3 or –1. 
Ø Based primarily on attendance  

(rubric on p. 23). 
Ø Also affected by preparation, 

leading discussion, respect for 
others, and the final exam. 

Independent Thinking score 
Ø Modifies letter grade up to +2/3 or –1. 
Ø Based primarily on online 

discussion (details in Appendix B). 
Ø Also affected by short presentation. 

Expression score 
Ø Establishes letter grade baseline. 
Ø Based on written assignments (see 

chart below). 
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Online discussion You will prepare for 
class each week by discussing the readings 

online. Online discussion forces you to think more 
carefully about the reading, and allows you to seek 
help from your classmates. Post comprehension 
questions as well as critical comments, and help 
each other by replying (replying counts just as much 
as starting a new thread). You must also make at 
least one “critical thinking” post per week by 
Tuesday night at 6 pm. These posts should be 
more substantial than comprehension questions, 
but if that’s too vague for you then see Appendix B, 
p. 26. The short version of the grading policy is: if 
you post at least twice per week, including at least 
one critical thinking post by the deadline, your 
score will be a 4 or a 5. See Appendix B (p. 25) for 
full details. 

Note on participation I will not grade 
participation in this course, but Colloquia 

depend on your active participation to succeed. 

Preparation In order to participate fully, 
you must be prepared. Strong preparation 

includes coming to class with questions (critical 
questions or comprehension questions) as well as all 
required readings and materials for taking notes. 
The material we cover gets more confusing the more 
attention you pay to it, so having questions is the 
mark of a student who is paying attention, not an 
unprepared one. 

Respect for others We can (and should) 
be critical of each other and the authors we 

read, but we will do so respectfully. We should 
articulate objections frankly but kindly, and accept 
disagreement gracefully. I also ask that you 
demonstrate respect for your peers and others by 
staying on topic and cultivating a positive climate 
free of prejudice. Even inadvertent or well-
intentioned prejudice can undermine the learning 
environment. Respect should be demonstrated in 
the classroom, online, and everywhere. 

By the end of the semester 
The short assignments are designed as preparation for writing argumentative papers. 
Ideally, you will complete them before you write your seminar paper, so that you can 
receive low-stakes feedback before submitting a higher-stakes assignment.They can 
be submitted multiple times until you succeed. If you get a 3 or higher, you can move 
on to the next assignment. They are based on the content for the current week, so 
each attempt at an assignment must be new work, not a revision of a previous 
attempt. Short assignments must be turned in one at a time (i.e. no more than one 
per week). I will strive to return work promptly (usually by the next class meeting). 

Argument map Select an argument from the week’s reading. Create a map that clearly identifies the 
author’s conclusion and premises, including implicit premises. I encourage you to work together (see 

note p. 30). An argument map for week n must be turned in before 5 pm on Wednesday of week n. 

Short paper Choose an argument from the week’s reading or lectures. Describe it briefly and precisely 
in prose, making clear which claim is the conclusion and which claims are premises (as in the argument 

map), and also articulate an original objection. A short paper attempt on the reading from week n must be turned 
in before 5 pm on Monday of week n+1, the week after we discuss it (so you have the weekend to work out your 
objection). Short papers can be no longer than 600 words. Be sure to include a word count and to cite all sources 
appropriately, and to use your own words (review the policy on Plagiarism, p. 9). 

It is your 
responsibility to set 
goals and manage 
your time so that by 
the end of the 
semester, you have 
the score you want. 
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At least once per semester 
Leading discussion At least one week 
during the semester, you will lead 

discussion in class. Discussion leaders are prepared 
with critical comments and questions about the 
week’s topic, and should draw on the comments 
made online in order to foster a lively conversation. 
Extra presentation materials (e.g. handouts, slides) 
are optional. If you earn a score below 3 on leading 
discussion, your Classroom Community score will 
be capped at 2+. If you are unsatisfied with your 
score, you can try again for a higher score if the 
schedule permits. 

Short presentation At least once 
during the semester you should share an 

example of a connection between a course topic and 
something from outside class. These presentations 
will be very short—absolutely no more than five 
minutes of class time. If you earn a score below 3 on 
your short presentation, your Independent 
Thinking score will be capped at 3. If you are 
unsatisfied with your short presentation score, you 
can try again for a higher score if the schedule 
permits. 

Seminar paper For at least one of the seminar weeks, you will write a short paper (approx. 1000–2000 
words, or 4–8 double-spaced pages), due by 5 pm the Saturday before seminar week. Seminar weeks 

conclude the units (i.e. I, II, III on the course outline) and your seminar paper should be on a topic from the unit 
it concludes. The paper will be distributed to everyone in the course before class, and is required reading. These 
papers will form the basis of discussion for the seminar weeks. Seminar papers will be assigned based on a 
schedule, decided in the first weeks of class. 

Each seminar paper should summarize a key argument (not just a claim!) from a required reading, lecture, &c., 
and should discuss the argument critically—by proposing an objection, asking non-trivial interpretive questions, 
or drawing connections with other material from class or from outside of class (this should be the sort of 
commentary appropriate for a critical thinking post in online discussion, but more precise and detailed). These 
papers need not be formal or polished, and they can be fun and irreverent, but they should be thoughtful and 
precise. I strongly encourage you to meet with me in advance of writing your papers. 

At the end of the semester 
Final paper/project proposal  Before beginning your final papers/projects, please send me a one-
page proposal by email. I will provide feedback and advice. Due 03 April. 

Final paper/project  In lieu of a final exam, you will write a final paper or complete a final project. 
The final paper will involve a discussion of some media source from outside class—a newspaper or 

magazine article, academic paper, blog post, podcast episode, video, film, newscast, &c.—and its relation to 
topics discussed in class. Final papers should be around 3000–6000 words long (6–12 pages). 

Alternatively, you might design and complete some other sort of final project, and submit that along with an 
analytical paper (around 1000 words; about three pages) making explicit its relation to the course topics and 
providing appropriate citations. Examples of final projects include short stories, brief documentary films, short 
documentary podcasts, mixtapes, curated gallery exhibitions, &c. For more dramatic creative projects, a plan is 
sufficient (e.g. a procedure for an experiment, a pitch for a novel or screenplay). 
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Be sure to include a word count and to cite all sources appropriately, and to use your own words (review the 
policy on Plagiarism, p. 9). The word count requirement for the final paper is flexible. See “Guidelines for Writing” 
in the study skills packet for advice on effective analytical writing. 

Final exam Our final class session will take place during the final exam period. At that time you will 
give a brief presentation to the class on aspects of the course that you found interesting, memorable, or 

challenging. I will distribute questions near the end of the semester to guide our discussion. Failure to attend this 
final session and participate in good faith will reduces your Classroom Community grade to 2. 

Class Resources 

Office hours Each week, I set aside extra time to meet with you either individually 
or in small groups. You are always entitled to visit me during office hours; no 

appointment or previous arrangement is necessary. If my office hours do not suit your 
schedule, please email me to make an appointment (and please suggest a date and time). I 
encourage you to visit frequently to discuss the course, your academic or professional 
interests, or other topics. 

I strongly encourage you to make a visit during the first three weeks of class, even if you 
do not have specific questions. And I advise that you visit to discuss your plans for the 
final paper. In addition, please feel free to meet with me to discuss outlines or drafts of 
your assignments, or my comments. 

Website I maintain a website with resources for students. You can find study guides and other advice 
at http://www.mikioakagi.net/teaching-resources/. You can also find a frequently-updated list of 

news items and other online media relevant to this course at http://www.mikioakagi.net/teaching/mm/ 
(these resources are all examples of suitable media sources for the final paper). 

TCU Online You are required to use TCU Online for this course in order to access readings and 
course materials (including syllabus revisions), to participate in online discussion, to submit 

assignments, and to receive announcements. See Appendix D, p. 41 for more information. 

Peer learning groups Your greatest resource at TCU is your classmates, so I hope 
you will take advantage of the knowledge, experience, and thoughtfulness of your 

fellow Honors students both in class and outside of class. I think you will find that you will 
excel in this class if you take the time to discuss the course topics and practice the course 
skills with each other. Therefore, although it is not a requirement, I encourage you to form 
groups with 3–5 of your classmates and meet every week or two (after class, over dinner, in 
study sessions, or whatever). I’ve provided space for you to record each other’s names and 
contact information at the end of this document (p. 10). 

Other For information on campus-wide resources, see Appendix D, p. 45. 

There are many 
ways to get 
extra help, and 
that help is for 
thriving 
students  
no less than for 
students having 
difficulty. Take 
advantage of 
these resources! 

Research 
shows that 
students 
learn most 
from each 
other,  
not from 
instructors.  

ONLINE 
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Basic Course Policies 

Excused absences Regular attendance is required (see also policy on “Attendance,” pp. 5, 23). TCU 
excuses absences only in special circumstances (e.g. illness, official university business including sport 

activities, or occasionally inclement weather). I will excuse some additional absences (e.g. for mourning, illness 
without a note). Any absences about which you have foreknowledge should be discussed with me as early as 
possible. 

Collaboration on assignments You can (and should!) discuss your ideas, struggles, and solutions 
with each other up to the point of composing your assignments. It is not permitted to collaborate on 

composing text for this course—that goes for papers, presentations, final projects, and discussion posts. Any 
words you submit for assessment in this course must be by you, unless they are carefully and correctly attributed. 
One exception: you can and should help each other with argument maps, since they are so difficult to get the 
hang of. However, each student must submit their own argument map assignment (see note p. 30). 

Technology in class I understand that it may be easier or more 
environmentally friendly for you to access readings on your laptops or tablets. 

However, in order to fully participate in class it is imperative that you avoid unnecessary 
distractions and listen attentively to your peers (it is disrespectful to check your email, 
post on social media, or shop online while your peers are having class discussions, even 
though the temptation is strong!). Therefore, I strongly encourage you to take notes by 
hand. If you do use an internet-enabled device in class I encourage you to use “airplane 
mode” or to disable notifications in order to remove yourself from temptation. Mobile 
phones should be silenced during class and kept out of sight. Exceptions will be made 
to accommodate students with disabilities or other needs. 

 
Plagiarism I take plagiarism seriously, even when it is unintentional. It is 
your responsibility to be familiar with what counts as plagiarism. If you 

find yourself in doubt, please seek advice from me or from the Writing Center. I 
recommend you review guidelines on “patchwork paraphrase,” which is a form of 
plagiarism. Please review the “Best Practices for Quoting and Citing” in the study skills 
packet, and at least one of the resources on plagiarism posted at 
http://www.mikioakagi.net/teaching-resources/. I use plagiarism-detection 
software such as Turnitin when reviewing student work. More information about TCU 
policies on academic misconduct can be found in Appendix D, p. 42. 

 

Extensions and late work  I will grant extensions on assignments and the final paper, but you must 
ask me before the deadline, and suggest a new one. If you are busy or feeling stressed out about your 

deadlines, talk to me. Due to the role they play in class, online discussion posts cannot be accepted late. 

Research shows 
that students 
remember more 
when taking 
handwritten 
notes. Plus, it’s 
easier to draw 
diagrams and 
doodle by hand! 

Many Honors 
students think 
they know how 
to avoid 
plagiarism, but 
do not. I handle 
several cases 
each semester. 
Don’t be one! 
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Grading If you are confused about the way grades are to be assigned, please talk to me and I will be 
happy to clarify. I will not negotiate grades (e.g. “I need a higher GPA” is not a reason for me to alter 

your grade). However, being human, I do make mistakes. If you feel you have received a particular grade in error 
or that the process was unfair, please do not hesitate to discuss it with me. 

Accommodation for disability I take disability accommodations very seriously. If you require 
accommodations, please let me know as early as possible. I also recognize that since this course is 

unusual, some students who may not normally require accommodation may find it helpful in this course. If you 
find yourself in that situation, please let me know. More information about TCU policies on disability 
accommodation can be found in Appendix D, p. 43. 

Discrimination and Title IX Discrimination and harassment are wrong and undermine the learning 
environment. I want you to feel comfortable sharing your experiences with me, and will keep your 

confidence as well as I can, but I am legally required to report incidents of discrimination, harassment, or assault 
to the University. More information about university policies on discrimination and Title IX, as well as 
information on confidential resources, can be found in Appendix D, pp. 43–44. 

Other course policies More information on course policies, including TCU-wide policies, can be found in 
Appendix D (p. 41). 

Peer Contacts 

Your first resource for small difficulties with the course will probably be your classmates, anyway. So meet some 
of them, and help each other out. You can also use these contacts to start your first peer learning groups. 

Name Email 
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hcol 40013 Schedule of Readings 

Weekly Schedule 

Monday 
 

Tuesday Wednesday 

Preparation 
Review weekly readings (close reading is 
optional at this point). Come to class 
prepared with comprehension questions. 
 

Preparation 
Finish your close 
reading of the weekly 
readings. 

Preparation 
Complete your critical review of weekly 
readings. Come to class prepared with 
critical thinking questions. 

In class 
We will generally focus on understanding 
the assigned readings and background. 
 

 
(No class.) 

In class 
We will generally focus on evaluating the 
assigned readings and broader themes. 

Assignments 
Attempts at short papers, on the previous 
week’s topics, are due at 5 pm. 

Assignments 
Make a critical thinking 
post online by 6 pm. 

Assignments 
Attempts at argument maps, on the 
current week’s topics, are due at 5 pm. 

Course Outline 

This outline is subject to change. Minor emendations will be announced in class; major emendations will be 
announced through TCU Online. Note that not all “readings” are read (some are viewed or listened to). Readings 
are required unless marked “recommended” or “further learning.” 

Since my reading lists are always changing, some of resources may not be fully accessible. If you have difficulty 
with texts, video, or audio due to disability (e.g. you require subtitles or OCR-processed documents), please let 
me know as soon as possible and I make accommodations more quickly. 

☞ Target resources are marked with an index. These resources should be read (or watched or listened to) with 
special care (i.e. with the enthusiastic embrace of the methods described in “Guidelines for Reading” in the 
study skills packet), and they are the resources most suitable for short assignments. 

❧ Notes on the resources are marked with a floral dingbat, and apply to the resource immediately above. Look 
at these—sometimes you don’t need to read a whole article. 

Background resources offer context for understanding other required readings. They are required, but need not 
be read thoroughly; they can be skimmed for the relevant bits. 

Recommended resources are not required, but might offer some especially useful insights and might be fun. 
Further learning resources are not required. They will often be described in lectures, and are listed in case you 

wish to explore a topic more deeply on your own. 
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14, 16 Jan. 

Introduction to course and methods 
I’ll introduce you to political philosophy, the philosophy of science, and to some of our 
main topics. We’ll also discuss the format and expectations for the course. 

☞ Syllabus. 
❧ Read the syllabus proper (pp. 1–10) and look over this schedule. You are not required 

to read the appendices. 
Study skills packet 
❧ Read the Guidelines for Reading. The other sections are not required this week. 

Akagi, Mikio. (manuscript/2018). “Philosophical Methods.” 
 

I. The Mind-body Problem 
To start we’ll examine the question of what minds are, and what they have to do with brains. 

  
16, 23 Jan. 

Mind-body dualism 
Many people believe that whatever minds are, they must be something apart from 
brains. 

☞ Gertler, Brie. (2007). In defense of mind-body dualism. In Joel Feinberg and Russ Shafer-
Landau (eds.), Reasons and Responsibility: Readings in Some Basic Problems of 
Philosophy, 13th ed. (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth), pp. 303–315. 

Smullyan, Raymond M. (1980). An unfortunate dualist. In This Book Needs No Title: A 
Budget of Living Paradoxes. New York: Touchstone, pp. 53–55. 

❧ Content warning: discussion of suicide. 

Further learning: McWeeny, Jen. (2011). Princess Elisabeth and the mind–body problem. In 
Michael Bruce and Steven Barbone (eds.), Just the Arguments: 100 of the Most 
Important Arguments in Western Philosophy (London: Wiley-Blackwell), pp. 297–300. 

❧ The argument on the last page requires some special scrutiny. Note that P1, P2… are 
assumptions (“premises”) and C1, C2… are conclusions drawn from the premises. The 
format is similar to the format employed by Gertler (2007) and other philosophers. 

Further learning: Descartes, René. (1641). Meditations on First Philosophy. 
❧ Excerpt: Meditation 2, Meditation 6 AT 71–90. 

 
 
 

Please 

review 

texts 

by 

Wed. 

16 Jan. 



 hcol 40013 schedule of readings 13 

  
28, 30 Jan. 

Mind-brain identity theory 
Doesn’t science tell us mental states are just states of the brain? It turns out that upon 
scrutiny, it might be more complicated. We’ll investigate. 

☞ Kim, Jaegwon. (2011). Mind as the brain: The psychoneural identity theory. In Philosophy of 
Mind, 3rd ed, Boulder, CO: Westview, pp. 91–127. 

❧ Excerpts: skip marked sections: pp. 95–96, 97, 102–114, 119–120. They’re optional. 

Recommended: Smart, J.J.C. (1959). Sensations and brain processes. Philosophical Review 68:   
141–156. 

❧ NB. It is now considered offensive to refer to the Khoikhoi people as “Hottentots.” 
Recommended: Polger, Thomas W. (2011). Are sensations still brain processes? Philosophical 

Psychology 24: 1–21. 

Further learning: Montero, Barbara. (1999). The body problem. Noûs 33: 183–200. 
 

  
04, 06, Feb. 

Machine functionalism 
A more contemporary view is that minds are to brains as software is to computers. But 
how does that metaphor work, in detail? 

☞ Background: Kim, Jaegwon. (2011). Mind as a computing machine: Machine functionalism. 
In Philosophy of Mind, 3rd ed, Boulder, CO: Westview, pp. 129–167. 

❧ Excerpts: read pp. 129–138. The rest of the chapter is optional. 

☞ Clark, Andy. (2001). Mindware: An Introduction to Cognitive Science. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. 

❧ Excerpt: Chapter 1 “Meat machines: Mindware as software,” pp. 7–27. 
❧ There is a lot going on in this reading, but it doesn’t make a lot of presuppositions 

about what you know. There will be plenty to discuss! 

Recommended: Levin, Janet. (2016). Functionalism. In Edward N. Zalta (ed.) The Stanford 
Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Winter 2016 ed. Retrieved from 
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/functionalism/. 

❧ Excerpts: intro and § 1 (PDF pp. 1–4). § 3 (PDF pp. 9–19) is helpful; consider also 
skimming §§ 5.1–5.4 (PDF pp. 28–36). 

Further Learning: Turing, Alan M. (1950). Computing machinery and intelligence. Mind 59: 
433–460. 

❧ The main argument is presented on pp. 433–442; the rest is objections (some of 
which are pretty fun). 
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05a 
11 Feb. 

Simple minds 
We’ll examine some simple systems, Braitenberg’s “vehicles,” and consider the question 
of whether they have minds. 

☞ Braitenberg, Valentino. (1986). Vehicles: Experiments in Synthetic Psychology. Cambridge, 
MA: Bradford. 

❧ Excerpts: pp. 1–28 (focus on pp. 1–14). 
 
 

 b 
13 Feb. 

Seminar I 
This week we’ll discuss your views on the mind-body problem. 

☞ Seminar papers (due Monday, 11 February). 
 

II. Mind Science 
In this unit we’ll examine some more recent literature, focusing on strange or challenging perspectives 
from the mind sciences. 

  
18, 20 Feb. 

Phenomenal consciousness 
This week we’ll talk about a few kinds of consciousness, and discuss what psychology 
and neuroscience can or can’t tell us about it. 

☞ Drayson, Zoe. (2015). The philosophy of phenomenal consciousness. In Steven M. Miller 
(ed.), The Constitution of Phenomenal Consciousness (Amsterdam: John Benjamins), 
pp. 273–292. 

Further learning: Akins, Kathleen. (1993). A bat without qualities. In Martin Davies and Glyn 
W. Humphreys (eds.), Consciousness: Psychological and Philosophical Essays (Oxford: 
Blackwell), pp. 258–273. 
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25, 27 Feb. 

Linguistic relativity 
Does the language you speak affect the way you think? We will approach this question 
by examining a case study in psychology about whether language affects the way we 
think about space. 

Background: Levinson, Stephen C. (2001). Covariation between spatial language and 
cognition, and its implications for language learning. In Melissa Bowerman and Stephen 
C. Levinson (eds.), Language Acquisition and Conceptual Development (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press), pp. 566–588 

❧ Excerpt: Section 2 (pp. 573–581). 

☞ Li, Peggy and Lila Gleitman. (2002). Turning the tables: Language and spatial reasoning. 
Cognition 83: 265–295. 

❧ This paper is long, but you can manage! Just get the gist of the experiments, and 
focus on the arguments. 

❧ Despite being a scientific paper, this article is best read from beginning to end. 

Further learning: Levinson, Stephen C., Sotaro Kita, Kaniel B.M. Haun, and Björn H. Rasch. 
(2002). Returning the tables: Language affects spatial reasoning. Cognition 84: 155–188. 

 

  
04, 06 Mar. 

Artificial intelligence 
In today’s world, you should have a good sense of what AI can and can’t do. This week 
we’ll discuss the capabilities of DCNNs, a cutting edge AI technology. 

☞ Hinton, Geoffrey. (2017). The foundations of deep learning. Presented at Elevate TechFest 
2017. Toronto, Ontario. September. Available at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zl99IZvW7rE. 

❧ Although this is a video, it is dense and technical. Do your best, and come with 
questions! 

Recommended: Buckner, Cameron. (2018). Empiricism without magic: transformational 
abstraction in deep convolutional neural networks. Synthese 195: 5339–5372. 

❧ Focus on Sections 1, 3, 5–7. Skip Section 2 and don’t sweat the philosophical history; 
skim Section 4. 

Further learning: Stinson, Catherine. (ms). What artificial neurons tell us about real brains. 
Available at http://www.catherinestinson.ca/Files/Papers/Artificial_Neurons.pdf. 

 

  
18, 20 Mar. 

Seminar II 
This week we’ll discuss your views on mind science. 

☞ Seminar papers (due Saturday, 16 March). 
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III. Controversial Minds 
In the final unit of the course we’ll examine kinds of minds ( “minds”?) that aren’t usually considered—
including the minds of non-animal organisms, “extended” minds, and artificial intelligence. 

  
25, 27 Mar. 

The scientific concept of cognition 
We’ll discuss the history of cognitive science, and how cognitive scientists these days 
think about thinking. 

Akagi, Mikio. (2018). Rethinking the problem of cognition. Synthese 195: 3547–3570. 
❧ Excerpt: Sections 1–3.3, pp. 3547–3553. 

Akagi, Mikio. (manuscript). Cognition as the sensitive management of an organism’s 
behavior. 

❧ Excerpt: Section 2. Please do not quote or distribute! 

☞ Allen, Colin. (2017). On (not) defining cognition. Synthese 194: 4233–4249. 
❧ Excerpt: Sections 1–5 (pp. 4233–4243). 

Further learning: Buckner, Cameron. (2015). A property cluster theory of cognition. 
Philosophical Psychology 28: 307–336. 

 

  
01, 03 Apr. 

Extended minds 
Some scientists now believe that our minds extend out of our heads and into the world. 

☞ Clark, Andy and David Chalmers. (1998). The extended mind. Analysis 58: 7–19. 
Chalmers, David. (2008). Foreword to Andy Clark, Supersizing the Mind: Embodiment, 

Action, and Cognitive Extension (Oxford: Oxford University Press), pp. ix–xvi. 

Further learning: Adams, Fred and Ken Aizawa. (2001). The bounds of cognition. 
Philosophical Psychology 14: 43–64. 

Further learning: Rupert, Robert. (2004). Challenges to the hypothesis of extended cognition. 
Journal of Philosophy 51: 389–428. 

you should have a rough plan for your final paper at this point. 
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08, 10 Apr. 

Radical cognitive science 
This week we’ll review results from cognitive science about the complicated 
relationship between the mind and body. 

☞ Noë, Alva. (2009). Out of Our Heads: Why You Are Not Your Brain, and Other Lessons from 
the Biology of Consciousness. New York: Hill and Wang. 

❧ Excerpt: Chapter 4 “Wide Minds,” pp. 67–95. 

Further learning: de Vignemont, Frédérique. (2007). Habeas corpus: The sense of ownership 
of one’s own body. Mind and Language 22: 427–449. 

 

  
15, 17 Apr. 

Plant minds 
Some scientists argue that plants have minds. Do you find them persuasive? 

☞ Chamovitz, Daniel. (2012). What a Plant Knows: A Field Guide to the Senses. New York: 
Scientific American. 

❧ Excerpt: Chapter 2 “What a Plant Smells,” pp. 33–61. 

Further learning: Calvo Garzón, Francisco. (2007). The quest for cognition in plant 
neurobiology. Plant Signaling and Behavior 2: 208–211. 

 

  
22, 24 Apr. 

Robot minds 
We’ll discuss artificial intelligence, and the kinds of minds that machines might have 
(both now and in the future). 

☞ Brooks, Rodney. (1991). Intelligence without representation. Artificial Intelligence 47:  
139–159. 

 

  
29 Apr., 01 May 

Seminar III 
This week we’ll discuss your views on controversial minds. 

☞ Seminar papers (due Saturday, 27 April). 

06 May all assignments and final papers due at 5	pm.  

see me if you need an extension. 

06 May final presentations, 2–4:30	pm. 
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Appendix A: Community 

Assessed activities 
Your “Community” score reflects the responsibility you take for the success of the course, which works best if 
you take an active and positive role in the classroom each week, and. You earn your score through attendance, 
preparation, leading discussion, respect for others, and good-faith participation in the final exam. 

Attendance Your “Community” score will be based primarily on attendance. Because this is a 
discussion-based course, it is essential that you be present in class. One unexcused absence is allowed 

for any reason. I don’t need an explanation, but it is a courtesy to let me know in advance. Attendance will be 
graded on the following rubric: 

4 3 2 1 

No more than one 

unexcused absence. 

Occasional minor tardiness. 

Two unexcused absences, 

or regular but minor 

tardiness. 

Three unexcused absences, 

or regular, severe tardiness. 

More than three unexcused 

absences. 

 
Preparation In order to participate fully, you must be prepared. Strong preparation includes coming 
to class with questions (critical questions or comprehension questions). The material we cover gets 

more confusing the more attention you pay to it, so having questions is the mark of a strong student, not an 
unprepared one. 

You should also bring the required readings for the week to each class, either in digital form or hard copy. And 
you should be prepared to take notes, especially the first day of class, on your computer or on paper. Habitual 
failure to arrive to class with the required materials may result in grade penalties on your “Community” score. 

Leading discussion At least one week during the semester, you will lead discussion in class. When 
leading discussion you will have a special responsibility to be prepared with critical comments and 

questions about the week’s topic. However, leading discussion is not lecturing. You should draw on the comments 
made by your classmates online in order to foster a lively conversation by asking questions and encouraging 
participation. Turns for leading discussion will be based on a schedule, decided in the first weeks of class. I would 
welcome extra presentation materials (like handouts or slides), but they are not required. If you earn a score 
below 3 on leading discussion, your Community score will be capped at 2+. If you are unsatisfied with your 
leading discussion score, you can try again if the schedule permits. 

Final exam Our final class session will take place during the final exam period. At that time you will 
give a brief presentation to the class on aspects of the course that you found interesting, memorable, or 

challenging. I will distribute questions near the end of the semester to guide our discussion. Failure to attend this 
final session and participate in good faith will reduces your participation grade to 2. 
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Respect for others We can (and should) be critical of each other and 
the authors we read, but we will do so respectfully. We should articulate 

objections frankly but kindly, and accept disagreement gracefully. I also ask that 
you demonstrate respect for your peers and others by staying on topic and 
cultivating a positive climate free of prejudice. Even inadvertent or well-
intentioned prejudice can undermine the learning environment. Respect should 
be demonstrated in the classroom, online, and everywhere. 

You should let me know if my behavior or the behavior of others falls short of 
this standard, and I will seek a solution. If I or your classmates are concerned 
that your behavior is disrespectful, I will discuss it with you once in class or 
individually before it affects your grade. Willful or repeated display of 
disrespectful behavior will result in penalties to your “Community” score unless 
a good-faith reconciliation is achieved. 

Note on participation I will not grade participation in this course, but I still expect you to participate 
by (1) asking questions, (2) answering questions, (3) making suggestions, and (4) listening respectfully 

to others. Ideally, you will contribute to each class session vocally by engaging with your peers and sharing your 
perspective. I may discuss your participation with you if I am concerned that you are not contributing enough, 
or that you are crowding out your peers, or that you keep to yourself when your contributions could help your 
classmates.  

You can also contribute to the classroom community through online discussion or peer learning groups. If you 
are a shy student who finds it difficult or stressful to speak in class, you may wish to contribute to the class 
community this way. Nevertheless, I still encourage shyer students to give their classmates the benefit of their 
contributions in class! 

Respect should be 
shown not only to those 
present, but for people, 
groups, and customs 
that are not presently 
represented. There is 
never any reason to be 
hurtful or mean-spirited, 
or to use slurs or other 
prejudiced language 
(such language may be 
mentioned, with 
delicacy and sensitivity, 
when appropriate). 
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Appendix B: Independent Thinking 

Assessed activities 
Your “Independent Thinking” score reflects work that adds to our discussion, but which you do outside of class. 
You earn your score through online discussion. 

Online discussion You will prepare for class each week by discussing the readings online. Online 
discussion forces you to think more carefully about the reading, and allows you to seek help from your 

classmates. Post comprehension questions as well as critical comments, and help each other by replying. You 
must also make at least one “critical thinking” post per week by Tuesday night at 6 pm. The short version 
of the grading policy is: if you post at least twice per week, including a critical thinking post by the deadline, your 
score will be a 4 or a 5. 

Short presentation At least once during the semester you should share an example of a connection 
between a course topic and something from outside class. These presentations will be very short—

absolutely no more than five minutes of class time. If you earn a score below 3 on your short presentation, your 
Independent Thinking score will be capped at 3. If you are unsatisfied with your short presentation score, you 
can try again for a higher score if the schedule permits. 

Guidelines for online discussion 
Successful discussion posts Good posts 
will rarely be longer than 3–6 sentences, and 

will usually include references to an assigned text 
(please include page numbers! This helps others 
engage with you). Longer posts do not get you extra 
points, and a clear, organized post is more impressive 
than a rambling post. Extra posts that do not add 
anything new will not count for extra points. To get 
extra points you should make a new observation, pose 
a different question, or reply to a post by someone else. 

Most regular discussion posts should be about the 
current week’s reading, but they can be about any topic 
related to the course. 

Feedback on posts I will not generally give specific feedback on posts, but I read them all and adjust 
my plans for class accordingly. I may post occasionally, but mostly I want you to talk with each other. 

You may vote up a post to indicate that you found it interesting or thought-provoking, and to increase the 
likelihood that I will address it explicitly in class. (Let’s borrow a norm from Twitter that up-votes do not have to 
mean you agree with a post—just that you found it valuable!) 

Successful posts can take a number of forms: 
Ø Asking how to understand a difficult passage, 

or answering such a post. 
Ø Asking for help with technical or unusual 

vocabulary, or answering such a post. 
Ø If you looked up some vocabulary or 

reference on your own, you might share your 
findings. 

Ø You can offer personal reflections on how a 
reading makes you feel, or whether you find it 
convincing. 

Ø Critical thinking posts (see below). 
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Critical thinking posts At least one of your posts each week should be a “critical thinking” post that 
exhibits evidence of critical or integrative thinking about the current reading. These posts should reflect 

that you have thought critically about your reading (see “Guidelines for Reading” in the study skills packet). A 
post does not count as a critical thinking post if it merely summarizes the reading, poses a question that can be 
answered through minimally diligent reading (e.g. “What is Rawls’ first name?”), or expresses a personal reaction 
with no accompanying argument or reasoning (e.g. “Socrates is totally a jerk” or “I liked Gertler’s view more than 
Smart’s view”). There is a grade penalty each time you fail to make a critical thinking post by the weekly deadline 
(see below). 

Generally speaking, most substantive posts will fall into one of three general categories: 

1. You may express an objection to a claim or argument in the reading, e.g. by describing a counterexample, 
or by identifying a flawed assumption or inference in the author’s argument. 

2. Or you may propose an interpretive question regarding the reading—e.g. what does the author mean 
by “X?” Or why does she say one thing here and seem to contradict herself there? Or how would the 
author’s claim apply to some specific situation? Interpretive questions should not resemble questions on 
a reading comprehension quiz (e.g. “What is Rawls’ first principle of justice?”). If you pose an 
interpretive question, try to answer it. If it is difficult to come up with a satisfactory answer, explain why. 

3. Or you may draw some illuminating connection between multiple readings or between the reading 
and an outside source or your personal experience. For example, you might compare concepts across 
authors (e.g. “Do Drayson and Clark mean the same thing by ‘consciousness’?”), or note an 
inconsistency between authors (e.g. “If Gertler is right about pain, then Smart must be wrong…”). 

Alternatively, you may reply to a critical thinking post with a helpful suggestion—defending the author from 
another student’s objection, seeking the best answer an interpretive question, or expanding on an illuminating 
connection. You might discover other acceptable strategies for developing critical thinking posts. If you’re 
making a good faith effort but not getting the hang of it, I will let you know before it affects your grade. Or you 
can come talk to me. 

Post where others will see Your semester discussion score is based on an average, so there is no 
benefit to posting comments in an old week, where it’s less likely to be seen by your classmates. 

Assessing online discussion Since the discussion forums are supposed to be a space for you to ask 
questions and discuss freely, there is no penalty for making factual or interpretive errors. (On the other 

hand, I will generally not correct errors on the discussion board—you should correct each other!) You should 
feel free to ask honest questions and seek the help of your classmates. 

Here’s how the grading works: each week you will receive a weekly discussion score. Roughly, you get one point 
for each post you make. More precisely, you get a point for each time you make a new observation, pose a 
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different question, or reply to a post by someone else. At least one of these posts should be a “critical thinking” 
post, which must be made by the deadline. If you fail to make a critical thinking post by the deadline, your weekly 
discussion score will drop by one point (but not below zero). In addition, if it seems to me that you’re not taking 
the discussions seriously, or if you are disrespectful of others, I may ask to have a conversation with you about 
your posting. We will decide on a plan to help you improve the quality of your posts, and if your posts do not 
improve after such a conversation I reserve the right to impose additional penalties as I see fit. Weekly discussion 
scores will be posted on TCU Online. 

Your score for Independent Thinking is based on your semester discussion score. This score is a modified 
average of your weekly discussion scores. There are two modifications. First, discussion in week 1 is not 
mandatory, so any posts under the week 1 topic are just bonus (if you have comments about the first week’s 
readings, dive right into week 2; there’s no downside). Second, I know that sometimes things get overwhelming, 
so I’ll drop your lowest weekly score (bringing up your modified average). Semester discussions scores determine 
Independent Thinking scores according to the following chart: 

Semester discussion score (D) Independent Thinking base score 
3.50 ≤ d (3.5 or more) 5 greatly exceeds expectations 
2.00 ≤ d < 3.5 (2–3.5) 4  exceeds expectations 
1.75 ≤ d < 2 (1.75–2) 3  satisfactory 
1.50 ≤ d < 1.75 (1.5–1.75) 2+  almost there! 
1.00 ≤ d < 1.5 (1–1.5) 2  improvement needed 
0.00 ≤ d < 1 (less than 1) 1  inadequate 

 
This may sound complicated but here’s the bottom line: after the introductory week your semester discussion 
score is your average number of posts; one post per week should be a critical thinking post; I drop your lowest 
week. Post at least twice a week (with a critical thinking post by the deadline) to get a 4 or 5 for the semester. 

Forum access Forums are accessed via TCU Online. Click on the “Activities” tab under the course 
title, then click “Discussions” in the drop-down menu. There will be a forum called “Weekly Reading 

Responses” that contains a topic for each week. Each topic is labeled with a week number and a topic title 
corresponding to the reading list (p. 11). If all goes as planned, the first topic listed will always be for the current 
or upcoming week. New topics will become available immediately after Wednesday class. If the correct topic is 
not displaying, contact me immediately and I will fix it as soon as possible. 

You may post by starting a new thread (click the “Start a New Thread” button) or by replying to a previous post. 
To reply, first click the title of the thread you would like to reply to, then click the “Reply to Thread” button. If 
you are the first to post, start a new thread. A field will appear in which you can compose your post. When you 
are finished, click the “Post” button. You may subscribe to threads by checking a box, so that you receive 
notifications if anyone replies after you complete your post. 
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Appendix C: Expression 

Your “Expression” score reflects your ability to express arguments, both those of others and your own. You earn 
your score by completing written assignments. Before composing an assignment, please review the detailed 
guidelines below. 

The short assignments (the argument map and short paper) are arranged in a sequence, 
and each assignment can be submitted multiple times until you succeed. If you get a 3 or 
higher on the argument map, you can move on to the short paper. These assignments are 
based on the content for the current week, so subsequent attempts at the same 
assignment must be new work, not revisions of past attempts. Only the final 
paper/project may be revised. 

Short assignments must be turned in one at a time (i.e. no more than one per week). I will 
strive to return work promptly (usually by the next class meeting). 

Seminar papers will be due according to a schedule, decided in the first weeks of class. I strongly recommend 
you complete your argument map, and perhaps your short paper, before writing your seminar paper. 

Submission 
You should submit each assignment in the appropriate dropbox in TCU Online. Click on the “Activities” tab 
under the course title, then click “Assignments” in the drop-down menu. Then select the appropriate dropbox 
(e.g. “Argument map”) to submit. Please submit files readable by MS Word (e.g. .docx, .doc, .odf, .rtf) or, if 
necessary, pdf (.pdf) files. Do not submit Apple Pages (.pages) files. I reserve the right to reject work submitted 
in other formats for senseless, authoritarian reasons. 

It is your 
responsibility to 
set goals and 
manage your 
time so that by 
the end of the 
semester, you 
have the score 
you want. 
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Argument map 
Length: ≤ 1 page. 
Due: 5 pm on Wednesday of the topic week. 
Topic: Map an argument, distinguishing premises and conclusions. 

Rationale This is an unusual assignment that might seem inane, but I require it because it forces you to develop 
skills that will be useful in this class as well as in life generally. The rules of the assignment are not arbitrary; they 
are rules for thinking clearly about arguments. 

Prep Review the advice for argument maps (handout on TCU Online: in the “Content” area, in “Course 
Documents” folder). I will grade this assignment in light of the rules and guidelines described there. 

Topic Select an argument that is prominent in one of the week’s readings. If you are unsure about whether your 
selection is appropriate, please ask me and I will advise, but I will not select an argument for you; judging 
appropriately is part of the assignment. 

Construct an argument map of your chosen argument, identifying the conclusion at the top of the page and at 
least two premises underneath it. An example: 

Brains are gross. 
• Brains are squishy and moist. 
• If something is squishy and moist then it is gross. 

Conventions Please also include a citation: in which resource this week did the argument appear? Please 
include page numbers. You may use direct quotes in your map, but usually it is clearer to use your own words. 

Advice Note that premises and conclusions are kinds of claims, so each line should be expressed as a complete 
declarative sentence (e.g. not simply “squishy and moist”). Each claim should be clear and precise. You must be 
very selective about which details you include. Do not embroider your description unless it adds necessary clarity. 
Do not use complicated words or phrases unless you have to. The use of nonsense language will have a strong 
negative effect on your grade. Pay special attention to quantifiers (e.g. all, every, each, many, some, one, none) 
and modal terms (e.g. necessarily, must, possibly, might, could, will, sufficient). 

Collaboration Since this is an unusual and difficult assignment, I encourage you to help each other. However, 
each student is responsible for submitting in their own assignment, which should not be too similar to any other 
submitted assignment. E.g. Hille may help Ada on her map, but Hille and Ada cannot submit the same map (or 
maps with minor changes in wording). Perhaps if Hille helps Ada on her map, then Ada can help Hille with a 
different map. Also, the skills required for constructing maps will be essential in later assignments, so it behooves 
each of you to ensure you understand the process. 
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Rubric for argument maps 
4 3 2+ 2 

topic selection 

The argument selected is 
thematically central in the 
topic week. 

The argument selected is 
thematically central in the 
topic week. 

The map expresses an 
argument from the topic 
week. 

The map may not express an 
argument from the topic 
week. 

precision 

Argument is mapped 
completely, and accurately. 
Implicit assumptions are 
made explicit. There may be 
some extra structure (e.g. 
sub-arguments). 

Argument is mapped well 
and accurately. The rabbit 
rule and holding hands are 
observed. Implicit 
assumptions are made 
explicit. 

An argument is 
comprehensible but not 
mapped correctly. Rules 
may not be observed, or 
implicit assumptions may 
be missing. 

Argument is not mapped 
correctly. 

content 

All claims are attributable to 
proponents of the 
argument. There are no 
content errors. 

All claims are attributable to 
proponents of the 
argument. There are no 
content errors. 

There may be some 
misunderstanding of weekly 
course material. 

There may be some 
misunderstanding of weekly 
course material. 

clarity 

All claims are complete 
declarative sentences with 
no internal reasoning. Prose 
is clear, precise, and stylish. 

All claims are complete 
declarative sentences with 
no internal reasoning. Prose 
is mostly clear and precise.  

Prose is mostly clear and 
precise. There may be some 
significantly imprecise 
wording. 

Prose is unclear and 
imprecise wording is 
distracting. 

fluency and conventions 

There are few or no spelling 
or grammatical errors. 
Citations are accurate and 
clear. 

There are few or no spelling 
or grammatical errors. 
Citations are accurate and 
clear. 

There may be some spelling 
or grammatical errors. 
Citations are accurate. 

There may be distracting 
grammatical errors. 
Citations are incomplete or 
absent. 
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Short paper 
Length: ≤ 600 words. Please include an accurate word count. 
Due: 5 pm on Monday after the topic week. 
Topic: Describe an argument from the reading, then propose an original objection. 

Topic Select an argument that is prominent in one of the week’s readings. If you are unsure about whether your 
selection is appropriate, please ask me and I will advise, but I will not select an argument for you; judging 
appropriately is part of the assignment.  

Describe the argument, taking care to be clear and precise as in the argument map. Essentially, describe an 
argument in a paragraph instead of in bullet points. To describe an argument properly you must make it clear 
which claim is the conclusion, and which claims are part of the author’s reason (i.e. the premises). In describing 
the author’s reason, you will answer the question: why does the author think I should agree with her? Try to focus 
on one reason in detail, even if the author gives several reasons for a single conclusion. You may have to be much 
clearer than the original author, identifying implicit premises. 

Then describe an original objection, describing your reasoning carefully as you did with the author’s argument. 
Recall that an objection is a reason that you don’t have to accept the conclusion of an argument. To describe an 
objection properly, you must make it clear how the objection disrupts the original argument. For example, you 
might show that one of the assumptions is false. If the objection is a strong one, then the argument cannot be 
saved by replacing the premise with a similar one (e.g. one that is worded slightly differently). Often an implicit 
premise is the easiest to challenge. Alternatively, you might show that the conclusion does not follow from the 
reason. The easiest way to do this is by describing a counterexample, e.g. by describing a case where the premises 
are all true but the conclusion is false. 

It may help to think of an objection as a kind of meta-argument (an argument about a “target” argument). The 
conclusion of the objection is that the target argument is unsound. You must support your objection with strong 
reasons, just as you would any other argument. 

Conventions  The entire paper must be no more than 600 words. Do not bother writing an introduction or a 
conclusion for these papers, or naming your source in the main text (but do cite it!). Please provide full citations, 
with page references wherever possible. Note that bibliographic information for course readings can be copied 
directly from the schedule of readings. 

You must include an accurate word count for this assignment. Only the main text counts against the word total 
(so headers, footers, and citations do not count; substantive footnotes do). 

Advice Your description should be comprehensible to an educated but non-specialist reader. It may help to 
review the Guidelines on Writing from the study skills packet. Note that no introduction or conclusion is 
necessary for this assignment. 
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Rubric for short paper 
4 3 2+ 2 

topic selection 

Summarizes a thematically 
central argument in the 
target article. 

Summarizes a prominent 
argument in the target 
article. 

Summarizes an argument 
in the target article. 

May not distinguish clearly 
between arguments and 
claims. 

precision 

Argument is described 
clearly, completely, and 
accurately, including 
implicit premises. 

Argument is described 
clearly and completely, 
including implicit 
premises. Any errors are 
minor. 

Argument is described well 
and fairly accurately. There 
may be some significant 
omissions. 

Topics may be described 
unclearly or incompletely. 

critical thinking 

Proposes an insightful 
objection, going beyond 
material covered in class. 

Proposes an objection that 
reflects appreciation of 
class discussion. 

Proposes an objection, but 
it may not go beyond 
material covered in class. 

The objection may be 
absent, unoriginal, or 
difficult to understand. 

Assumptions and 
weaknesses of objection 
are clearly acknowledged. 

Some assumptions and 
weaknesses may not be 
acknowledged. 

Assumptions and 
weaknesses may not be 
acknowledged. 

Reasons may be absent, or 
may not support the 
conclusion. 

content 

Demonstrates comfortable 
mastery over any/all course 
material. 

Demonstrates 
understanding of weekly 
course material. 

May demonstrate some 
misunderstanding of 
weekly course material. 

May demonstrate serious 
misunderstanding of 
course material. 

clarity 

Prose is clear, precise, and 
stylish. Special terms are 
explained. Subtle 
distinctions are made. 

Prose is mostly clear and 
precise. Special terms are 
explained. 

Prose is mostly clear and 
precise. There may be some 
imprecise wording. 

Prose may be unclear or 
imprecise wording is 
distracting. 

fluency and conventions 

There are few or no 
spelling or grammatical 
errors. The word limit is 
observed. Citations are 
accurate and consistent. 

There are few or no 
spelling or grammatical 
errors. The word limit is 
observed. Citations are 
accurate and consistent. 

There may be some 
grammatical errors. The 
word limit is observed. 
Citations are accurate. 

There may be distracting 
grammatical errors. The 
paper may be over-length. 
Citations are incomplete or 
absent. 
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Seminar paper 
Length: Approx. 1000–2000 words. Please include an accurate word count. 
Due: 5 pm two days before class (usually Saturday). 
Topic: Precisely describe an argument that plays a prominent role in a weekly reading from 

the preceding unit, along with your original commentary (see below). 

Topic  Select an argument that is prominent in one of the week’s readings. If you are unsure about whether 
your selection is appropriate, please ask me and I will advise, but I will not select an argument for you; judging 
appropriately is part of the assignment. 

Describe the argument carefully as you would in the short paper, then provide original commentary, being 
careful and precise. The paper need not be in a formal style (you are writing primarily for your classmates), but 
should be clear and precise, as in the short paper. Your commentary, not your summary, is the most important 
component of your paper, so plan your summary based on your commentary. Commentary must exhibit 
evidence of critical or integrative thinking regarding the argument you choose. Generally speaking, most 
commentary will fall into one of three general categories: an objection, an interpretive question, or an 
illuminating connection (as in Critical Thinking posts; see Appendix B, p. 26). 

Your commentary may be an expanded version of a comment from your Online Discussion, if you wish. In any 
case, however, your seminar paper must contain a substantial original component, not simply summary of 
authors or your classmates. A paper is not sufficiently original if it merely summarizes the reading or your 
classmates, poses a question that can be answered through minimally diligent reading, or expresses a personal 
reaction with no accompanying argument or reasoning (e.g. “Socrates is totally a jerk” or “I liked Clark’s view 
more than Gertler’s view”). 

To receive top marks you should not only discuss your chosen argument, but acknowledge connections to other 
course material when it is relevant. You need not discuss these other connections in detail, but noting them helps 
to stoke discussion and demonstrates your mastery of the course material. 

Conventions Have fun writing these papers! You’re writing for your classmates, so there’s no reason to be 
formal or stilted (though you should be precise). The length guideline is flexible. 

Please provide full citations, with page references wherever possible. Note that bibliographic information for 
course readings can be copied directly from the schedule of readings. 

You must include an accurate word count for this assignment. Only the main text counts against the word total 
(so headers, footers, and citations do not count; substantive footnotes do). 

It may help to review the Guidelines on Writing from the study skills packet. Seminar papers should have 
introductions and conclusions. 
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Rubric for seminar paper 
4 3 2+ 2 

topic selection 

Summarizes a thematically 
central argument. 

Summarizes a prominent 
argument from the unit. 

Summarizes an argument 
from the unit. 

May not distinguish clearly 
betw. arguments, claims. 

precision 

Argument is described 
clearly, completely, and 
accurately, including 
implicit premises. 

Argument is described 
clearly and completely, 
including implicit premises. 
Errors are minor. 

Argument is described well 
and fairly accurately. There 
may be some significant 
omissions. 

Topics may be described 
unclearly or incompletely. 

No unnecessary details 
except for style or fun. 

Paper is well-focused, with 
few unnecessary details. 

Paper is mostly focused. Paper may be somewhat 
unfocused. 

critical thinking 

Commentary is insightful, 
going beyond material 
covered in class. 

Commentary reflects 
appreciation of previous 
class discussion. 

Commentary may not go 
far beyond class discussion. 

Includes commentary, but 
it may be minimal or recap 
class discussion. 

Assumptions and 
weaknesses of objection are 
clearly acknowledged. 

Some assumptions and 
weaknesses may not be 
acknowledged. 

Assumptions and 
weaknesses may not be 
acknowledged. 

Reasons may be absent, or 
may not support the 
conclusion. 

content 

Demonstrates comfortable 
mastery over any/all course 
material. 

Demonstrates 
understanding of course 
material. 

May demonstrate some 
misunderstanding of 
weekly course material. 

May demonstrate serious 
misunderstanding of course 
material. 

clarity 

Prose is clear, precise, and 
stylish. Subtle distinctions 
are made. 

Prose is mostly clear and 
precise. Special terms are 
explained. 

Prose is mostly clear and 
precise. There may be some 
imprecise wording. 

Prose may be unclear or 
imprecise wording is 
distracting. 

fluency and conventions 

There are few or no spelling 
or grammatical errors. The 
word limit is observed. 
Citations are accurate and 
consistent. 

There are few or no spelling 
or grammatical errors. The 
word limit is observed. 
Citations are accurate and 
consistent. 

There may be some 
grammatical errors. The 
word limit is observed. 
Citations are accurate. 

There may be distracting 
grammatical errors. The 
paper may be over-length. 
Citations are incomplete or 
absent. 
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Final paper proposal 
Length: Approx. one page. 
Due: 03 April. 
Topic: Propose a topic for the final paper. 

Topic Briefly describe a topic for your final paper or project. If you are writing a paper, your proposal should 
specify (a1) your media source, (a2) the syllabus reading(s) you’ll discuss in detail, and (a3) how you see them 
as related. If you’re doing a creative project, describe (b1) what you’ll create, (b2) the syllabus reading(s) to which 
it is most relevant, and (b3) how you see them as related. Note that you should only submit a final paper or a 
project, not both (though the project should be accompanied by a brief paper). The proposal should only be a 
few paragraphs long, and can be submitted to me by email. Please write your proposal in the body of the email, 
not in an attachment. 

Final paper 
Length: Approx. 3000–6000 words. Please include an accurate word count. 
Due: 5 pm on Monday, 06 May. See me if you need an extension. 
Topic: Describe an argument from the reading and relate it to an external source. 

Topic Select a media source not on the syllabus that relates significantly to a target argument from class, and 
provide a critical discussion of the source, the target argument, and the relation. 

☞	 The source may come from any sort of media: academic papers, articles in traditional newspapers or 
magazines, articles in online outlets or blogs, podcasts, YouTube videos, short stories, films, television 
shows, newscasts, threads on social media, &c. In some cases it might be easier to use a group of related 
sources (e.g. several related videos from a single YouTube channel). If you’re not sure whether a source 
will be good for this paper, please discuss it with me in advance. 

☞	 A source relates significantly to the class material if either (a) you can use an argument from class to 
evaluate the media source (explaining why the source is somehow good or bad), or (b) you can use the 
source as a focal example to critically discuss the class material (explaining why an argument from class 
is somehow good or bad). For example, you might use the multiple realizability argument against mind-
brain identity to explain why an opinion piece is misguided, or you might use an example from a film 
to explain why the computer metaphor is unsatisfying, or you might explain why a story from a podcast 
illustrates Clark’s claims about cognitive extension. 

I encourage you to be creative in your choice of sources and relations, and to choose a topic that especially 
interests you. If you’re having trouble understanding what I’m looking for, I keep a list of examples on my website 
at http://www.mikioakagi.net/teaching/current/. 

Paper components Your paper must include (1) a concise presentation of relevant information about the 
source, as in the short paper, (2) a concise summary of an argument from class, and (3) a critical discussion of 
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the significant relation (not necessarily in that order). Be sure to include what you think. Does the source support 
or undermine a view we discussed in class? Does a view we discussed in class support or undermine a claim or 
implication in the source? Is it more complicated than that, and if so how? Be sure to support your critical 
discussion with arguments. Take care not to misrepresent your source or the class material, but also do not 
include more detail or discussion than is necessary. You must be judicious in choosing what to include. 

In this paper you must use all the skills you’ve developed in the previous assignments. It may help to review the 
Guidelines on Writing from the study skills packet. 

Final creative project 
Length: Project and a paper of approx. 1000 words. Please include an accurate word count. 
Due: 5 pm on Monday, 06 May. See me if you need an extension. 
Topic: Create a creative work related to ideas from class. 

Topic Instead of a final paper, you may make a final creative project related to a topic from the course. The 
project must be accompanied by a short paper that explains its relevance to specific readings or works. 

☞	 The project must bear some significant relation to the course material (it effectively takes the place of a 
media source), and should accomplish something that cannot be accomplished in a paper. For example, 
it may not be an informative website that expresses only what could be expressed in a paper, but less well. 
But it can be a video essay about the relation between a class topic and a popular film (using clips or stills 
from the film). 

The project may be in any medium or genre. For example, you may produce a short audio documentary, 
a brief film, a video essay, a brief work of fiction or poetry, a short play, a website, a mixtape, &c. Or, if 
you envision a larger or more ambitious work, you submit a proposal for such a work; e.g. you might 
describe a gallery exhibition, pitch a full-length play or feature film, &c. I can help you to come up with 
a suitable project that is ambitious enough, but not too ambitious. 

☞	 A project relates significantly to the class material if either (a) it is meaningfully inspired or informed 
by material from class, or (b) you could use the source as a focal example to critically discuss the class 
material (explaining why an argument from class is somehow good or bad). 

Paper components Your project should be accompanied by a short paper describing its significance to class 
material. This short paper need not be as polished or complete as a final paper; it mostly serves as a way for you 
to clarify the relevance of your project to the course (since not all creative projects speak for themselves), and 
helps me to evaluate your project. The paper should, however, include proper citations. 
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Rubric for final paper 
5 4 3 2 

overall 

Demonstrates mastery 
over course material, as 
well as exceptional 
creativity in arguments, 
examples, and 
commentary. 

Demonstrates mastery 
over course material, as 
well as creativity in 
arguments, examples, and 
commentary. 

Demonstrates 
understanding and 
critical thinking in 
exegesis, arguments, 
examples, and 
commentary. 

Demonstrates some 
misunderstanding or little 
critical thinking in 
exegesis, arguments, 
examples, and 
commentary. 

topic selection 

Media source is well-
chosen and bears an 
insightful relation to 
themes from the course. 

Media source is well-
chosen and relevant to 
themes from the readings 
or class discussions. 

Media source is well-
chosen and relevant to 
themes from the readings 
or class discussions. 

Media source bears only a 
tangential relation to 
themes in the readings or 
class discussions. 

Summarizes a 
thematically central 
argument from the 
course. Summary is 
focused. 

Summarizes a 
thematically central 
argument from the 
course. Summary is 
focused. 

Summarizes a prominent 
argument from the 
course. There may be 
some lack of focus. 

Summarizes ideas from 
the course, but doesn’t 
distinguish clearly 
between arguments and 
claims. 

critical thinking 

Proposes an insightful 
significant relation, going 
far beyond material 
covered in class. 

Proposes an insightful 
significant relation, going 
beyond material covered 
in class. 

Proposes an interesting 
significant relation, 
reflecting an appreciation 
of in-class discussion. 

Proposes a significant 
relation, but does not go 
beyond material covered 
in class. 

Original arguments are 
compelling and 
insightful, drawing on 
original examples, 
sophisticated abstract 
reasoning, or historical 
events. 

Original arguments are 
compelling and 
insightful, drawing on 
examples, abstract 
reasoning, or historical 
events. 

Original arguments are 
persuasive, drawing on 
plausible examples or 
considerations from class. 
Reasons support the 
conclusions well. 

Original arguments may 
be confused, drawing on 
implausible 
considerations or 
examples. The reasons 
may not support the 
conclusions. 

Assumptions and 
weaknesses of arguments 
are clearly acknowledged 
and explored. 

Assumptions and 
weaknesses of arguments 
are clearly acknowledged. 

Some assumptions and 
weaknesses of arguments 
may not be 
acknowledged. 

Reasons may be absent or 
confusing. Assumptions 
and weaknesses may not 
be acknowledged. 



 hcol 40013 syllabus appendices 39 

Rubric for final paper (continued) 
5 4 3 2 

precision 

Arguments are described 
clearly, completely, and 
with remarkable subtlety. 

Arguments are described 
clearly and completely. 
Implicit assumptions are 
made explicit. 

Arguments are described 
well and accurately. There 
may be some minor 
omissions. 

Topics may be described 
unclearly or incompletely. 

content 

Demonstrates 
comfortable mastery over 
any/all course material. 

Demonstrates mastery 
over any/all course 
material. 

Demonstrates 
understanding of course 
material. 

May demonstrate 
misunderstanding of 
course material. 

All claims and arguments 
are contextualized well 
with respect to specific 
class readings or other 
views. 

All claims and arguments 
are contextualized well 
with respect to specific 
class readings or other 
views. 

There may be some 
missing context. Some 
connections might be 
missed. 

References to class 
content are vague. There 
is missing context. 

clarity 

Paper is well-organized, 
easy to follow, and always 
on topic. 

Paper is well-organized, 
easy to follow, and always 
on topic. 

Paper is well-organized 
and on topic. 

Paper may be somewhat 
disorganized or difficult 
to follow. 

Prose is clear, precise, and 
stylish. Special terms are 
explained. Subtle 
distinctions are made. 

Prose is mostly clear and 
precise. Special terms are 
explained. 

Prose is mostly clear and 
precise. There may be 
some imprecise wording. 

Prose may be unclear or 
imprecise wording is 
distracting. 

fluency and conventions 

There are few or no 
spelling or grammatical 
errors. The word limit is 
observed. Citations are 
accurate and consistent. 

There are few or no 
spelling or grammatical 
errors. The word limit is 
observed. Citations are 
accurate and consistent. 

There may be some 
grammatical errors. The 
word limit is observed. 
Citations are accurate. 

There may be distracting 
grammatical errors. The 
paper may be over-length. 
Citations are incomplete 
or absent. 
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Summary of Assessments 

Each week 

Preparation Read the required texts, 
and come to class with questions. 

 Online discussion Contribute to the 
discussion boards. Aim to make 2–3 posts 

per week. At least one post each week should be 
fairly substantial (a CT post; see p. 26) and posted 
by 6 pm on Tuesdays as preparation for Wednesday 
class. Online discussion is the main basis for your 
(B) Independent Thinking score. 

Attendance Coming to class is the main 
basis for your (A) Community score. 

Participation Please enrich each class 
session with your questions, comments, 

and connections. 

Respect for others Support your 
classmates and treat them respectfully. Do 

not use disrespectful or prejudicial language. 

By the end of the semester 

Argument map Complete the argument 
map assignment (p. 30) for one of the 

weekly readings. If you The argument map 
contributes to your (C) Expression score. 

Short paper Complete the short paper 
assignment (p. 32) for one of the weekly 

readings. The argument map contributes to your 
(C) Expression score. 

At least once per semester 

Leading discussion  Lead the class 
conversation by reading online discussion 

posts and preparing discussion questions. Turns for 
leading discussion are scheduled in advance. Failure 
to lead discussion limits your (A) Community score. 

Short presentation Make a five minute 
presentation to the class on an outside 

source relevant to our discussions. Failure to 
present limits your (B) Independent Thinking score. 

Seminar paper  At the end of each unit, 
the required readings will be student-

authored papers. Turns are scheduled in advance. 
Papers should be about 1000–2000 words, and 
must include a description of an argument from a 
reading in the preceding unit, and an original 
critical commentary. Have fun with them! Seminar 
papers are due by 5 pm the Saturday before seminar 
week. The seminar paper contributes to your 
(C) Expression score. 

At the end of the semester 

Final paper/project  Complete the final 
paper/project assignment (p. 36). 

Proposals are due by 03 April. This assignment 
contributes to your (C) Expression score. 

Final exam We will have a final 
conversation reflecting on the course and 
what we’ve learned. Failure to participate 

limits your maximum (A) Community score 
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Appendix D: Detailed Course Policies 

Basic course policies can be found in the syllabus proper (pp. 9–10). Here you can find expanded course policies, 
including general university policies. 

Email Only the official TCU student email address 
will be used for course notifications. It is your 
responsibility to check your email on a regular basis. 

Lecture slides I am happy to make pdf versions of 
lecture slides available by request. Please email me 
to request that a week’s slides be posted, and I will 
post them when I am able. Slides will only be posted 
by request on a week-by-week basis. Any slides I’ve 
released will be available on TCU Online, in the 
“Content” area of the course site (near the readings). 
Please do not distribute these files without my 
permission. 

University life Universities are large, complicated 
institutions whose inner workings are not easy to 
understand. University life and work are governed 
by complex norms that often seem natural those 
familiar with them, but that are not intuitive to 
newcomers and rarely communicated explicitly. 
This puts many of you in a tough spot. I sympathize! 
Unfortunately I don’t have the time in this class to 
demystify the university. But I promise to do my 
best to answer any questions you may have—in class 
or in private—without judgment. 

There are many topics that you may wonder about. 
Honestly, your Honors Advisor will probably give 
the most helpful advice. But you are welcome to ask 
me, if you like, about anything including: 
Ø Any weird terminology 
Ø How TCU is organized (e.g. what are colleges? 

Deans? What is a provost?) 
Ø Email etiquette and proper forms of address 
Ø Academic writing (journal articles, edited 

volumes, studies, meta-analyses) 

Ø What professors do apart from teaching 
Ø How to take notes, in class and when reading 
Ø How to study and manage your time 
Ø How to avoid plagiarism 
Ø What are disability accommodations 
Ø What is Title IX and why is it important 

Student Perception of Teaching (SPOT) 
Towards the end of the term you will receive an 
email asking you to complete your SPOT for this 
course. I appreciate your thoughtful and reflective 
feedback to help make this course successful for 
future students. You can fill out the SPOT by 
clicking on the link in the email or in TCU Online 
when SPOT surveys open. 

TCU Online: our learning management 
system TCU Online will be used to manage 
content and communication for this course. Enter 
section for this course by clicking the tile with the 
course name on it. Once inside, find the course 
readings and other course documents by clicking 
on the “content” tab near the top left. The syllabus 
can be found in the “Overview” section. Other 
important documents can be found in the “Course 
documents” section. There are also sections for each 
week of the course. Access the discussion forums 
by clicking the “Activities” menu and selecting 
“Discussions.” This is where you will make your 
online discussion posts. Submit your assignments 
by clicking the “Activities” menu and selecting 
“Assignments.” Check your grades by clicking the 
“Assessment” menu and selecting “Grades.”  

To get started with TCU Online: 
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Ø Access via my.tcu.edu > Student Quick Links > 
TCU Online 
OR 
Login at the following website 
(http://d2l.tcu.edu). Enter your TCU 
network credentials (the same you use for 
MyTCU). 

Ø For information about logging into TCU 
Online, view these instructions 
(http://tcuonline.tcu.edu/kb/how-do-i-log-
in/). 

Ø If you have not yet taken the TCU Online 
Student Orientation Tutorial, please do so 
now. To access it, click on the "Student 
Orientation Tutorial" on your home page. 
Follow the instructions in the course. 

Ø Technical requirements for using the system – 
specifications list: 
https://community.brightspace.com/s/article/
Brightspace-Platform-Requirements. 

If you experience any technical problems while 
using TCU Online, please do not hesitate to contact 
the d2l  help desk. They can be reached by phone 
or chat 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.  
Ø Phone: 1-877-325-7778 
Ø Chat: Chat is available within TCU Online in 

the Help menu on the navigation bar. 

If you have a course-related issue (course content, 
assignment troubles, quiz difficulties) please 
contact me. If you are working with the help desk 
to resolve a technical issue, make sure to keep me 
updated on the troubleshooting progress. 

“Netiquette” Guidelines for respectful behavior 
(pp. 6, 23) apply online as well as in class. All 
members of the class are expected to follow rules of 
common courtesy in email messages, discussions, 
and chats. If I deem any of them to be inappropriate 
or offensive, I will forward the message to Associate 

Dean of the Honors College and appropriate action 
will be taken, not excluding expulsion from the 
course. Please take a moment and read the basic 
information about netiquette 
(http://www.albion.com/netiquette/). 

Participating in the virtual realm, including social 
media sites and shared-access sites sometimes used 
for educational collaborations, should be done with 
honor and integrity. This site provides guidance on 
personal media accounts and sites  
(https://tinyurl.com/PersonalMedia). 

Academic Misconduct (Sec. 3.4 from the TCU 
Code of Student Conduct): Any act that violates 
the academic integrity of the institution is 
considered academic misconduct. The procedures 
used to resolve suspected acts of academic 
misconduct are available in the offices of Academic 
Deans and the Office of Campus Life and are listed 
in detail in the Undergraduate Catalog. Specific 
examples include, but are not limited to:  

Ø Cheating Copying from another student’s test 
paper, laboratory report, other report, or 
computer files and listings; using, during any 
academic exercise, material and/or devices not 
authorized by the person in charge of the test; 
collaborating with or seeking aid from another 
student during a test or laboratory without 
permission; knowingly using, buying, selling, 
stealing, transporting, or soliciting in its 
entirety or in part, the contents of a test or 
other assignment unauthorized for release; 
substituting for another student or permitting 
another student to substitute for oneself.  

Ø Plagiarism The appropriation, theft, 
purchase or obtaining by any means another’s 
work, and the unacknowledged submission or 
incorporation of that work as one’s own 
offered for credit. Appropriation includes the 
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quoting or paraphrasing of another’s work 
without giving credit therefor. 

Ø Collusion The unauthorized collaboration 
with another in preparing work offered for 
credit. All written work submitted for this 
course must be the sole work of the author. 

Ø Abuse of resource materials  Mutilating, 
destroying, concealing, or stealing such 
material. 

Ø Computer misuse  Unauthorized or illegal 
use of computer software or hardware through 
the TCU Computer Center or through any 
programs, terminals, or freestanding 
computers owned, leased or operated by TCU 
or any of its academic units for the purpose of 
affecting the academic standing of a student. 

Ø Fabrication and falsification  Unauthorized 
alteration or invention of any information or 
citation in an academic exercise. Falsification 
involves altering information for use in any 
academic exercise. Fabrication involves 
inventing or counterfeiting information for 
use in any academic exercise. 

Ø Multiple submission  The submission by the 
same individual of substantial portions of the 
same academic work (including oral reports) 
for credit more than once in the same or 
another class without authorization. 

Ø Complicity in academic misconduct  
Helping another to commit an act of academic 
misconduct. 

Ø Bearing false witness  Knowingly and falsely 
accusing another student of academic 
misconduct. 

The consequences for academic misconduct at TCU 
may include failure for the assignment, failure for 
the course with no possibility of expunging the 
grade, suspension, or expulsion, depending on the 
severity of the case. 

Disability services at TCU Texas Christian 
University complies with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 regarding students with 
disabilities. Eligible students seeking 
accommodations should contact the Coordinator 
of Student Disabilities Services in the Center for 
Academic Services 
(http://www.acs.tcu.edu/disability_services.asp) 
located in Sadler Hall, 1010. Accommodations are 
not retroactive, therefore, students should contact 
the Coordinator as soon as possible in the term for 
which they are seeking accommodations. Further 
information can be obtained from the Center for 
Academic Services, TCU Box 297710, Fort Worth, 
Texas 76129, or at (817) 257-6567. 

Since adequate time must be allowed to arrange 
accommodations and accommodations are not 
retroactive, I strongly encourage you to notify me in 
the first weeks of the semester if you require 
accommodation. Each eligible student is 
responsible for presenting relevant, verifiable, 
professional documentation and/or assessment 
reports to the Coordinator. Guidelines for 
documentation may be found at 
http://www.acs.tcu.edu/ 
disability_documentation.asp. 

Students with emergency medical information or 
needing special arrangements in case a building 
must be evacuated should discuss this information 
with their instructor/professor as soon as possible. 

Statement on TCU’s discrimination policy 
TCU prohibits discrimination and harassment 
based on age, race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender, gender identity, gender 
expression, national origin, ethnic origin, disability, 
predisposing genetic information, covered veteran 
status, and any other basis protected by law, except 
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as permitted by law. TCU also prohibits unlawful 
sexual and gender-based harassment and violence, 
sexual assault, incest, statutory rape, sexual 
exploitation, intimate partner violence, bullying, 
stalking, and retaliation. We understand that 
discrimination, harassment, and sexual violence 
can undermine students’ academic success and we 
encourage students who have experienced any of 
these issues to talk to someone about their 
experience, so they can get the support they need. 
Review TCU’s Policy on Prohibited Discrimination, 
Harassment and Related Conduct or to file a 
complaint: https://titleix.tcu.edu/title-ix/. 

Statement on Title IX at TCU As an instructor, 
one of my responsibilities is to help create a safe 
learning environment on our campus. It is my goal 
that you feel able to share information related to 
your life experiences in classroom discussions, in 
your written work, and in our one-on-one meetings. 
I will seek to keep any information your share 
private to the greatest extent possible. However, I 
have a mandatory reporting responsibility under 
TCU policy and federal law and I am required to 
share any information I receive regarding sexual 
harassment, discrimination, and related conduct 
with TCU’s Title IX Coordinator. Students can 
receive confidential support and academic 
advocacy by contacting TCU’s Confidential 
Advocate in the Campus Advocacy, Resources & 
Education office at (817) 257-5225 or the Counseling 
& Mental Health Center at 
https://counseling.tcu.edu/ or by calling (817) 257-
7863. Alleged violations can be reported to the Title 
IX Office at https://titleix.tcu.edu/student-toolkit/ 
or by calling (817) 257-8228. Should you wish to 
make a confidential report, the Title IX Office will 
seek to maintain your privacy to the greatest extent 
possible, but cannot guarantee confidentiality. 
Reports to law enforcement can be made to the Fort 
Worth Police Department at 911 for an emergency 

and (817) 335-4222 for non-emergency or TCU 
Police at (817) 257-7777. 

Obligations to report conduct raising Title IX 
or VAWA issues All TCU employees, except 
Confidential Resources, are considered Mandatory 
Reporters for purposes of their obligations to report, 
to the Coordinator, conduct that raises Title IX 
and/or VAWA (Violence Against Women Act) 
issues. I am a mandatory reporter. 

Mandatory Reporters are required to immediately 
report to the Coordinator information about 
conduct that raises Title IX and/or VAWA issues, 
including any reports, complaints or allegations of 
sexual harassment, discrimination and those forms 
of prohibited conduct that relate to nonconsensual 
sexual intercourse or contact, sexual exploitation, 
intimate partner violence, stalking and retaliation 
involving any member of the TCU community, 
except as otherwise provided within the Policy on 
Prohibited Discrimination, Harassment and Related 
Conduct. 

Mandatory Reporters may receive this information 
in a number of ways. For example, a complainant 
may report the information directly to a Mandatory 
Reporter, a witness or third-party may provide 
information to a Mandatory Reporter, or a 
Mandatory Reporter may personally witness such 
conduct. A Mandatory Reporter’s obligation to 
report such information to the Coordinator does 
not depend on how he/she received the information. 
Mandatory Reporters must provide all known 
information about conduct that raises Title IX or 
VAWA issues to the Coordinator, including the 
identities of the parties, the date, time and location, 
and any other details. Failure of a Mandatory 
Reporters to provide such information to the 
Coordinator in a timely manner may subject the 
employee to appropriate discipline, including 
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removal from a position or termination of 
employment. 

Mandatory Reporters cannot promise to refrain 
from forwarding the information to the 
Coordinator if it raises Title IX or VAWA issues or 
withhold information about such conduct from the 
Coordinator. Mandatory Reporters may provide 
support and assistance to a complainant, witness, or 
respondent, but they should not conduct any 
investigation or notify the respondent unless 
requested to do so by the Coordinator. 

Mandatory Reporters are not required to report 
information disclosed (1) at public awareness events 
(e.g., “Take Back the Night,” candlelight vigils, 
protests, “survivor speak-outs,” or other public 
forums in which students may disclose such 
information (collectively, public awareness events); 
or (2) during an individual’s participation as a 
subject in an Institutional Review Board approved 
human subjects research protocol (IRB Research). 
TCU may provide information about Title IX rights 
and available resources and support at public 
awareness events, however, and Institutional 
Review Boards may, in appropriate cases, require 
researchers to provide such information to all 
subjects of IRB Research. 

TCU Campus Resources for Students Many 
resources exist on the TCU campus that may be 
helpful to students: 
Ø Brown-Lupton Health Center (817-257-7863) 
Ø Campus Life (817-257-7926, Sadler Hall 2006) 
Ø Center for Academic Services (817-257-7486, 

Sadler Hall 1022) 
Ø Center for Digital Expression (CDeX) (817-257-

7350, Scharbauer 2003) 
Ø Mary Couts Burnett Library (817-257-7117)  
Ø Office of Religious & Spiritual Life (817-257-

7830, Jarvis Hall 1st floor) 

Ø Student Development Services (817-257-7855, 
BLUU 2003) 

Ø TCU Center for Writing (817-257-7221, Reed 
Hall 419) 

Ø Transfer Student Center (817-257-7855, BLUU 
2003) 

Ø Veterans Services (817-257-5557, Jarvis Hall 219) 

TCU mission statement To educate individuals 
to think and act as ethical leaders and responsible 
citizens in the global community.  

John V. Roach Honors College mission 
statement Dedicated to enriching the intellectual 
life of TCU, the John V. Roach Honors College seeks 
to empower, inspire, and motivate high-achieving 
students to become leaders in our global society. 

To accomplish the mission, the TCU Honors 
College will: 
Ø Promote self-discovery, critical thinking and 

conscientious understanding of world cultures 
through rigorous academic endeavors and 
creative inquiry in the context of big questions, 
great ideas, and relevant issues that transcend 
the curriculum. 

Ø Offer unique residential, curricular, and co-
curricular opportunities, fostering a 
community of scholars for whom vigorous 
engagement with local, national, and global 
communities becomes a way of life. 

Attribution The active disability icon was 
obtained from accessibleicon.org. Other icons 
throughout this document were found on 
flaticon.com; they were designed (variously) by 
Freepik, Appzgear, Gregor Cresnor, Dave Gandy, 
Icomoon, Kiranshastry, SimpleIcon, Smashicons, 
and Zurb. 
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Appendix E: Detailed Learning Outcomes and Action Steps 

This course is designed around the following learning outcomes and action steps, consistent with requirements 
of the TCU Honors College curriculum. 

Primary learning outcome 
Students will demonstrate the ability to critically assess philosophical and scientific arguments about minds and 
cognition in light of diverse theoretical perspectives, and to develop thoughtful, considered arguments about the 
same topics. 

Honors Colloquium learning outcome 
Students will demonstrate the ability to discover and explore connections across disciplines, fields of study, or 
perspectives. More specifically, students demonstrate the ability to discover and explore connections across the 
cognitive sciences. 

Student action steps 
Students in this course will 
Ø Explore and evaluate texts from various theoretical and disciplinary perspectives. 
Ø Discern, articulate, and critically assess diverse arguments in philosophical and scientific texts. 
Ø Compare and contrast theoretical and scientific perspectives on minds and cognition. 
Ø Articulate and explain the effects of various theoretical and scientific perspectives on the analysis and 

assessment of situations in news media, entertainment media, or personal experience. 
Ø Respond thoughtfully and respectfully to differing opinions. 
Ø Express ideas precisely and critically, both orally and in writing. 
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Connection map for outcomes and assessments 
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