
HIROSHIMA & MIYAJIMA          (5/19)
Destruction in 1945 by a nuclear bomb left Hiroshima ravaged, but 
today it’s a vibrant city with a peace park and memorial to those 
who lost their lives in the bombing. Nearby Miyajima features a 
beautiful shrine on the water that is a World Heritage Site.

Students will be led by Dr. Michael Strausz and Dr. Wendy 
Williams.

Explore Japan to learn first-hand about this resilient country
and how it has rebuilt and renewed itself after numerous 
devastating natural and human-made disasters.

Japan has faced a number of major disasters in the last 75 
years, including earthquakes, tsunamis, the firebombing and 
nuclear bombing of its cities, and a nuclear meltdown. How 
has Japan recovered and renewed itself after these 
disasters, and, more broadly, what does “renewal” mean in 
the Japanese context? We will consider these questions as 
we visit sites in Japan including Kumamoto, Hiroshima, 
Kyoto, Tokyo, and the Asian Rural Institute in Tochigi 
Prefecture. At the Asian Rural Institute, we will learn about 
leadership in the global community from the institute’s 
director, 2019 TCU Global Innovator, Tomoko Arakawa. In 
Tokyo, we will partner with a group of students from Meiji 
University to explore this vibrant city and learn about issues 
of recovery and renewal in Japan. Please join us on what 
promises to be an amazing educational opportunity!

TOKYO           (5/15 -5/16 & 5/24-5/29)
Tokyo is the capital of Japan. With 39 million residents, it is the 
most populous metropolitan area in the world. This bustling, 
high-energy city is beautiful, friendly, clean, and safe.

KUMAMOTO             (5/17-5/18)
Kumamoto is located on the southernmost main island of 
Kyushu and has a large Japanese castle and an omnipresent 
bear mascot named Kumamon.

WHEN:
Su M Tu W Th F Sa

15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

M
AY

DISASTER, RECOVERY, 
& RENEWAL: LESSONS 
FROM JAPAN

KYOTO             (5/20-5/21)
Kyoto is the cultural and spiritual capital of Japan with many 
captivating temples and shrines. This remarkable city transports 
one to traditional Japan with its serene gardens, geisha, tea 
ceremony, and other traditional arts.

TOCHIGI             (5/22-5/23)
Tochigi Prefecture is a landlocked prefecture just north of Tokyo 
and borders Fukushima Prefecture, where the Fukushima Daiichi 
Nuclear Power Plant melted down as a result of a tsunami in 
2011.



COST: $3,750

Passport
Airfare
Incidentals
Some meals

NOT INCLUDED:

LE ARN MORE:

Housing
Daily breakfast
Transport within Japan
Activity fees
Some meals

INCLUDED:

FAST FACTS ABOUT JAPAN 

If you are interested in this Honors
Explorations experience, please contact:

WENDY WILLIAMS
w.s.williams@tcu.edu

MICHAEL STRAUSZ
michael.strausz@tcu.edu

Population: 126.5M

Head of Government: Prime Minister Shinzo Abe

Primary Religions: Shintoism, Buddhism

Government Structure: Parliamentary 
constitutional monarchy

Head of State: Emperor Akihito

Land Area:    ~ 234,825 sq mi
             (Japan is slightly smaller than the 
                           state of California)

Main Islands: Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku, Kyushu

Also, visit our website for more information:
HONORS.TCU.EDU/CURRENT-STUDENTS/
HONORS-EXPLORATIONS/


