
Fall 2018 Honors Course Descriptions 
 

Cultural Visions Courses 
 

 

 

Dance in World Cultures (Dr. Nina Martin) 
DANC 10453-650 Students in this course engage in a historical and cross-cultural 

examination of dance as a fundamental human expression.  The 
course design helps students develop a critical understanding and 
appreciation of dance as culturally situated in diverse world 
cultures and how socially constructed notions of gender, class, and 
race manifest within these dance practices.  

TTh 9:30-10:50 

CA, FAR, Cultural Visions 

 

 

 

 

Intro to Art History (Dr. Mark Thistlethwaite) 
ARHI 10043-620 This course offers a broad overview of the history of visual arts, 

with emphasis on (but not limited to) art of the Western tradition. 
The course aims to familiarize you with key works, artists, styles and 
movements, and art issues from different periods, as well as with 
significant relationships between art and its historical, social, 
political, and religious contexts. During the semester, we will visit 
the Amon Carter Museum of American Art, Kimbell Art Museum, 
and Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth. 

MWF 10:00-10:50 

CA, FAR, Cultural Visions 

Engaging Difference/Diversity (Dr. Lynn Hampton) 
CRES 10103-635 
CRES 10103-655 
CRES 10103-665 

Have you ever wondered why so many people find it difficult to talk 
about race?  What makes race such a taboo topic? This course 
introduces students to the interdisciplinary field of comparative 
race and ethnic studies.  Through the lens of various disciplines such 
as sociology, history, criminal justice, and politics – students explore 
questions such as when and how did the concept of race arise? And 
how does race connect with other forms of difference like class, 
gender, and sexuality? The class will be interactive and utilize social 
media and center on contemporary events connected to race and 
inequality in our society. 

TTh 11:00-12:20 
TTh 2:00-3:20 
TTh 3:30-4:50 

CA or CSV, Cultural Visions 



Literature and Civilizations II (Dr. Nathanael O’Reilly) 
ENGL 20923-670 This course focuses on theoretical, historical and literary texts 

engaging with nationalism and related issues, such as immigration, 
national identity, ethnicity, race, multiculturalism, religion, class, 
geography and “civilization.” The required texts engage with a 
variety of time periods and locations, including Europe, Africa, 
South America, Asia and the United States. Through close 
engagement with the required texts, class discussion and their own 
research and writing, students gain an understanding of important 
theories, issues, texts and debates engaging with nationalism.  

MW 2:00-3:20 

GA or LT, HUM, Cultural Visions 

 

World Regional Geography (Dr. Jeffrey Roet) 
GEOG 10003-635 
GEOG 10003-636 (LAB) 
GEOG 10003-637 (LAB) 
GEOG 10003-638 (LAB 

Regional geography synthesizes human and physical geography to 
present a holistic portrait of place or a region.  We will “visit” Europe, 
Russia, China, Latin America, Africa, Middle East, and India and study 
these regions through the eyes of the people who live there.  We will 
also eat at local ethnic restaurants and go on field trips throughout 
the Metroplex. This course will appeal to students interested in 
geopolitics, global economics, and ethnic conflict or students who 
have traveled abroad or wish to travel abroad.   

TTh 11:00-12:20 
W 2:00-2:50 (LAB) 
W 3:00-3:50 (LAB) 
W 4:00-4:50 (LAB) 

GA, SSC, Cultural Visions 

 

Race and Sports (Dr. Frederick Gooding, Jr.)  
HNRS 20003-657 
 

TTh 2:00-3:20 
 

Cultural Visions  
*CV Credit Status Pending 

 

Honors Special Topics: Faith and Social Movements (Dr. Andrew Ryder) 
HNRS 20403-656 
*Searchable in the class search as 
HNRS 20003-656 

Religion and spirituality are social forces. We can experience faith 
as an activity that changes our conception of community; indeed, it 
has been crucial in achieving human rights and social justice. This 
course explores case studies from around the world, driven by the 
energy of thinkers whose belief systems and activities are shaped 
by faith. The class focuses on the Americas and the Middle East; we 
begin a century ago and conclude in the contemporary era. Course 
material includes critical race theory, spiritualism, African-American 
Christianity and Islam, the civil rights movement, feminist 
approaches, and contemporary interfaith dialogue. 

T 2:00-4:40 

Cultural Visions 
*CV Credit Status Pending 

 

 

 

 



Honors Special Topics: Happiness (Dr. Rob Garnett & Dr. Lisa Vanderlinden) 
HNRS 30533-655 
*Searchable in the class search as 
HNRS 20003-665 

In this course we examine influential perspectives on human 
happiness – from Aristotelian eudaimonia (human flourishing) to 
utilitarian notions of happiness as pleasure – seeking to understand 
how happiness is defined and experienced across diverse cultural 
contexts. Anchored by the disciplinary perspectives of anthropology 
and economics yet informed by recent work in psychology, 
philosophy, and neuroscience, we use interdisciplinary readings, 
Socratic discussion, and experiential learning to explore complexly 
social yet intimately personal issues such as the nature of “flow,” 
the tensions between autonomy and community, the relationship 
between wealth and well-being, and the question of whether or not 
the “pursuit of happiness” is (or ought to be) a human right. 

TTh 2:00-3:20 

Cultural Visions 
*CV Credit Status Pending 

 

 

 

 

 

College Life and Identity (Dr. Daniel Terry) 
HNRS 20113-645 Students in this seminar-style course explore various aspects of the 

developmental transition from adolescence to adulthood (such as 
cognitive development, psycho-social development, and 
moral/ethical development), with particular attention to the 
relationship between the college experience and identity 
development. 

TTh 12:30-1:50  

CA, HUM, Cultural Visions 

College Life and Identity (Jill Gerloff) 
HNRS 20113-674 Students in this seminar-style course gain an understanding of 

identity theory and explore aspects of college life that make the 
college years formative in developing personal and community 
identities. Students explore interdisciplinary perspectives on 
education, campus and social life, civic engagement, diversity, 
religion, and career choices. By examining college life more broadly 
and beyond their own experiences, students come to a more 
complete understanding of themselves and the world around them. 

MW 3:30-4:50  

CA, HUM, Cultural Visions 

Language, Communication, & Cultural Identity: Deception (Dr. Sarah Vartabedian) 
HNRS 20213-670 
HNRS 20213-674 
HRNS 20213-680 

When is deception justified? This course takes an interdisciplinary 
approach to the many forms of deception in our lives. We will study 
everything from catfishing to corporate responsibility, con artists to 
courtroom antics. This course engages the philosophical and 
practical implications of deceit, as we question the value of “truth.” 

MW 2:00-3:20 
MW 3:30-4:50 
MW 5:00-6:20 

CA, HUM, Cultural Visions 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Culture, Literature, & Adaptations (Dr. Wendy Williams) 
HNRS 20243-635 This course examines literary sources and artistic adaptations 

through the lens of comparative cultural inquiry. By analyzing 
sources and adaptations, students engage in a dialogical process 
that promotes understanding of cultural difference and social 
change. Students read nineteenth-century British novels to learn 
about their social, cultural, and historical contexts, then view the 
novels’ film adaptations, seeking to analyze these cross-cultural and 
cross-era re-tellings and to evaluate the strengths and limitations of 
film adaptation as a conduit of culture. 

TTh 11:00-12:20 

LT, HUM, Cultural Visions 

Cultural Contact Zones: The Americas (Dr. Juan Carlos Sola-Corbacho) 
HNRS 20503-620 
HNRS 20503-650 

From Canada to Argentina, students in this course learn about the 
people, cultures, traditions, and political/economic conditions of 
the 36 sovereign states and 19 territories that comprise the 
Americas at the beginning of the 21st century. We also explore a 
range of specific topics including immigration, the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), popular political leaders, 
actors/actresses, writers, and scientists, and expressions of regional 
identity such as the Peruvian Inti Raimy (summer solstice), 
Columbian tejo (a traditional sport), and Chilean “Fiesta Tapati” (a 
traditional festival). 

MWF 10:00-10:50 
MWF 1:00-1:50 

GA, HUM, Cultural Visions 

Cultural Memory: HIST Culture (Dr. Ronald Pitcock) 
HNRS 20913-615 
 

The life of the dead is placed in the memory of the living. —Cicero 

How have U.S. citizens, institutions, and politicians used media to 
interact with and shape a cultural memory of their history? We will 
consider how memory functions across a range of media, from oral 
storytelling, to writing, film, and visual arts, to the Internet. We will 
sharpen our focus by studying archives and memorials—on campus 
and elsewhere, including Disneyworld and Oklahoma City—and 
asking which events/people get memorialized in this culture (and 
which do not) and how memorials work rhetorically. 

TTh 9:30-10:50 

HT, HUM, Cultural Visions 



Mind, Meaning, & Morality (Dr. Richard Galvin & Dr. Blake Hestir) 
PHIL 10103-630 Students in this course explore various conceptions of mind, 

meaning, and morality from the ancient Greeks to the 
contemporary world, with particular attention to the metaphysical 
and ethical questions, “What (who) are we?” “How should we 
live?” and “What makes our lives meaningful?” Answers from 
various figures in Western and Eastern thought are compared, 
discussed, and evaluated, offering students the opportunity to 
consider their conceptions of themselves as individuals and as 
human beings.   

MWF 11:00-11:50 

CSV, HUM, Cultural Visions 

 

Understanding Religion: Communities – World Religions (Dr. Mark Dennis) 
RELI 10023-621 This course offers an introduction to the teachings and histories of 

religious traditions mainly from Asia and the Middle East: 
Hinduism, Buddhism, and Sikhism from India, Confucianism and 
Daoism from China, and Islam from Saudi Arabia. The course 
begins with a general discussion of the Humanities, critical thinking 
in the liberal arts, and theories of religion. The rest of the semester 
is devoted to case studies illustrating the intersection of religion 
and free speech, violence, and other fascinating topics. Those 
cases include the cartoons depicting the prophet Muhammad and 
the protests of the Westboro Baptist Church as well as Tibetan 
self-immolations, the Mumbai attacks, and others. 

MWF 10:00-10:50 

RT, HUM, Cultural Visions 

 

Africa & African Diaspora I (Dr. Darren Middleton) 
RELI 20503-615 Through documentary film, literary fiction, travelogue, memoir, 

and social scientific research, we survey Africa’s multifaceted 
wisdom, beginning with the civilization of ancient Nubia, the ‘Black 
Kingdoms of the Nile,’ then moving on to examine ideas and 
practices from Ethiopia, Nigeria, Mali, Benin, Kenya, Senegal, 
Tanzania, and Ghana. Throughout our study, we observe that the 
conditions, convictions, and customs of Africa are as varied as the 
continent itself.  For example, we will consider traditional African 
religions, which are thousands of years old, showing how their 
systems of danced-out stories, oral myths, symbols, and rituals 
come together to embody and express distinctive worldviews. We 
also explore the long histories of Christianity and Islam in Africa, 
including the historical and cultural factors that make Muslims a 
majority population in most African countries today.  

TTh 9:30-10:50 

RT, HUM, Cultural Visions 

 

 

  



Honors Elective Courses 

 
Fundamentals of Accounting (Emily Davis)  
ACCT 20353-665 TTh 3:30-4:50 Honors Elective 

 

Fundamentals of Accounting – Neeley Fellows (Dr. Chad Proell) 
ACCT 20353-670 MW 2:00-3:20 Neeley Fellows, Honors Elective 

 

Introductory Biology I (Dr. Laura Luque)  
BIOL 10503-602 
BIOL 10503-610 
BIOL 10501-646 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-647 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-648 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-649 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-650 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-651 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-652 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-653 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-654 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-655 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-656 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-657 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-658 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-659 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-660 (LAB) 
BIOL 10501-661 (LAB) 

MWF 8:00-8:50 
MWF 9:00-9:50 
M 12:00-2:50 
M 12:00-2:50 
M 3:00-5:50 
M 3:00-5:50 
T 12:30-3:20  
T 12:30-3:20  
T 3:30-6:20  
T 3:30-6:20  
W 12:00-2:50 
W 12:00-2:50 
W 3:00-5:50 
W 3:00-5:50 
Th 12:30-3:20 
Th 12:30-3:20 
Th 3:30-6:20  
Th 3:30-6:20  

NSC, Honors Elective 
 

 

 

Introductory Biology II (Dr. Mark Demarest)  
BIOL 10513-655 
 

TTh 2:00-3:20 
 

Honors Elective 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Public Address (Honors) (Dr. Paul King) 
COMM 10163-650 Effective public address is one of the most difficult and important 

areas of human inquiry and skill development. This point was 

made recently in Gary Oldman’s academy award-winning 

performance as Winston Churchill in “The Darkest Hour.” In 

galvanizing the nation for war, Churchill was said to have, 

“mobilized the English language and sent it into battle.” Across the 

channel from Churchill was another profoundly talented speaker, 

Adolph Hitler. Hitler advised his countrymen to “search for the 

third reich not with your mind, but with your heart” (dismiss 

logical reason). Rhetorical skill can save, or destroy, nations. Our 

best and brightest must learn to use them with profound skill and 

“…as ethical leaders” as they seek to change the world. 

MWF 1:00-1:50 

OCO, Honors Elective 

 

Intro Creative Writing (Alex Lemon)  
CRWT 10203-645 TTh 12:30-1:50 FAR, Honors Elective 

 

Directed Studies in Modern Dance – Cerebral Palsy and Dance (Dr. Nina Martin and 
Dr. Eric Simanek) 
DANC 20230-665 This course is an interdisciplinary research collaboration wherein 

students advance understanding of the efficacy of an intervention 
developed by Dr. Martin (called ‘Rewire’) on the quality of life of 
persons with cerebral palsy. Students pursue this goal through the 
design, execution and analysis of research studies across 
participant populations including children with cerebral palsy.  
Students (collaborators) who enroll will participate in these studies 
(and will have the opportunity to advance their own inquiry within 
the guidelines of human subject research) and will disseminate 
findings through contributions to the scientific community. 

*Must be taken for 3 credit hours to count as an Honors Elective; 
can be taken over multiple semesters to total 3 hours. 

Th 2:00-3:20 p.m. 

Honors Elective 

 

Intro Microeconomics (Dr. Zack Hawley) 
ECON 10223-615 
ECON 10223-635 

TTh 9:30-10:50  
TTh 11:00-12:20  

SSC, Honors Elective 
SSC, Honors Elective 

 

Race, Identity, and Film (Dr. Frederick Gooding, Jr. and Sharon Gooding 
HNRS 20003-671 M 2:00-5:00 Honors Elective 

 

Honors Special Topics: Mind and Matter (Dr. Mikio Akagi) 
HNRS 20003-670 MW 2:00-3:20 Honors Elective 

 
 



Introduction to Journalism (Aaron Chimbel) 
JOUR 10203-620 MWF 10:00-10:50  CA, Honors Elective 

 

Legal & Social Environment of Business (Dr. Gregg Lehman) 
MANA 20153-680 T 6:30-9:10 Honors Elective 

 

Organizational Management (Dr. Tracey Rockett)  
MANA 30153-620 
MANA 30153-630 

MWF 10:00-10:50 
MWF 11:00-11:50 

Honors Elective 

 
Organizational Management – Neeley Fellows (Dr. Ning Li) 
MANA 30153-655 
MANA 30153-656 (LAB) 

TTh 2:00-3:20 
M 5:00-5:50 

Neeley Fellows, Honors Elective 

 
Strategic Management – Neeley Fellows (Dr. Suzanne Carter) 
MANA 40153-635 
MANA 40153-636 (LAB) 

TTh 11:00-12:20 
M 5:00-5:50 

Neeley Fellows, Honors Elective 

 
Marketing Management- Neeley Fellows (Dr. Bill Moncrief) 
MARK 30153-615 
MARK 30153-616 (LAB) 

MW 3:30-4:50 
M 5:00-5:50 

Neeley Fellows, Honors Elective 

 
Survey of Music (Dr. Won Lee) 
MUSI 10053-650 MWF 1:00-1:50 FAR, Honors Elective 

 
World Music (Dr. Timothy Watkins)  
MUSI 10063-630 MWF 11:00-11:50 CA, FAR, Honors Elective 

 
Advanced Theory (Dr. Till Meyn)  
MUSI 20203-620 MWF 10:00-10:50  Honors Elective 

 

Philosophy One – Meaning of Life (Dr. Blake Hestir)  
PHIL 10003-650 MWF 1:00-1:50 HUM, Honors Elective 

 
Moral Problems (Dr. Richard Galvin)  
PHIL 20303-615 TTh 9:30-10:50 CSV, Honors Elective 



 
Intro to Astronomy: Earth and Planets (Dr. Peter Frinchaboy, III) 
PHYS 10273-630 
Enroll in a PHYS 10273 LAB 

MW 11:00-11:50 GA, NSC, Honors Elective 

 
Intro to Astronomy: Earth and Planets (Dr. Douglas Ingram) 
PHYS 10273-640 
Enroll in a PHYS 10273 LAB 

MW 12:00-12:50 GA, NSC, Honors Elective 

 
Physics I with Lab: Mechanics (Dr. Hana Dobrovolny)  
PHYS 20474-615 
Enroll in a PHYS 20474 LAB 

TTh 9:30-10:50 NSC, Honors Elective 

 
Intro to American Politics (Dr. Grant Ferguson)  
POSC 20123-650 MWF 1:00-1:50 SSC, CSV, Honors Elective 

 
Intro to Political Theory (Dr. Elva Orozco Mendoza) 
POSC 20203-635 TTh 11:00-12:20 CA, HUM, Honors Elective 

 
International Politics (Dr. Ralph Carter) 
POSC 20303-610 MWF 9:00-9:50 GA or CA, SSC, Honors Elective 

 
Principles of Behavior I (Dr. Tracy Centanni) 
PSYC 10514-635 
PSYC 10514-636 (LAB) 

TTh 11:00-12:20 
M 1:00-2:50 

NSC, Honors Elective 

 
Whiskey: Science and History (Dr. Eric Simanek) 
SCIE 20303-670 MW 2:00-4:50 HT, NSC, Honors Elective 

 
Survey of Musical Theatre (Robert James) 
THEA 11013-620 
THEA 11013-621 (LAB)  

MWF 10:00-10:50 
W 4-4:50 

FAR, Honors Elective 

 

  



Thesis Prep Courses 

 
Honors Directed/Independent Study: Prep for Departmental Honors (Dr. Wendy Williams) 
HSPR 40970-650 In this one-credit course, students prepare to produce a research or 

creative project in their field of study. Students learn how to work with 
faculty advisors, identify components of a successful senior project, 
practice presentation skills, generate ideas, choose and narrow a topic, 
move from topic to research question, and practice writing a 
research/creative project description and justification.           

W 1:00-1:50 

No Core or Honors credit 

 

Special Problems in Business – Thesis Foundations (Dr. John Michael Bizjak) 
BUSI 40970-665 
BUSI 40970-670 

T 3:30-4:20 
W 2-2:50 

Departmental Honors in 
Business Credit 

 

  



Honors Colloquia 

 
Nature of the Universe: Disease, Disorder, and Disability (Dr. Mikio Akagi) 
HCOL 40013-674 What is disease? Are diseases purely biological conditions, or does society 

shape our conception of what a disease is? What does it mean to be healthy, 
or normal? Are psychiatric disorders real? Are disabilities medical conditions 
or social ones? Answering questions like these requires considering 
unresolved problems in biology, psychology, medicine, and philosophy. We 
will explore these problems, focusing on issues like biological concepts of 
normality, the nature of genetic disease, the nature of mental illness, and the 
classification of mental disorders like depression, autism, and schizophrenia. 
No previous background in philosophy, science, or medicine is required.  

MW 4:00-5:20 

Honors Colloquium 

 

On Human Nature: Thinking the Body (Dr. Andrew Ryder) 
HCOL 40023-655 This class considers the role of the body in conditioning our experience and 

thought. Can we take control of our own bodies, through exercise or self-
discipline? How do gender differences affect our experience of the world? 
We will read a series of contemporary perspectives, from the sciences and 
philosophy – seeing the body as an expression of the mind and the mind as a 
part of the body – including contemporary neurological findings that open up 
new ways of understanding our emergent selves and the material 
foundations of consciousness. 

Th 2:00-4:40  

Honors Colloquium 

 

On Human Nature: Resilience in Action (Dr. Amber Esping) 
HCOL 40023-670 This course examines the internal and external resiliencies that allow humans 

to endure and even to thrive in the most difficult of circumstances. We 
explore this topic through various cross-disciplinary, strengths-based lenses 
including solution-focused counseling, positive psychology, existential 
psychology, developmental psychology, and education theory. Readings 
emphasize empirical approaches to studying human resilience in various 
cultural contexts as well as representations of resiliency in literary nonfiction 
and film. Students also utilize psychometric assessments of resiliency to 
explore and cultivate their own capacity for overcoming adversity.   

M 2:00-4:40 

Honors Colloquium 

 

Nature of Values: Empathy (Dr. Wendy Williams) 
HCOL 40033-645 In this seminar, students explore and experience empathy in its individual, 

interpersonal, and civic modes. Readings in literature, psychology, sociology, 
and philosophy supplement students’ semester-long service-learning project 
(12 hours of service with a local community partner). Through discussion of 
readings and service-learning experiences, we work collaboratively to develop 
a coherent theory and practical understanding of empathy. 

TTh 12:30-1:50 

Honors Colloquium 

 



Nature of Values: Case Studies in Public Relations and Non-Profits (Dr. Jacque 
Lambiase & Dr. Ashley English) 
HCOL 40033-655 Through study of management and ethical principles and careful analysis of 

case studies that embody the strategic communication challenges faced by 
organizations in today’s complex world, we ask: What are the best practices of 
organizations that have learned both to communicate and to listen? What 
impact can one person have inside an organization? How does institutional 
culture change to meet new or emerging communication challenges? In what 
ways is it possible for public relations and nonprofit practitioners to serve the 
needs of many stakeholders in a complex society? 

TTh 2:00-3:20 

Honors Colloquium 

 

Nature of Values: Art and Activism (Dr. Suki John) 
HCOL 40033-665 This course empowers each student to engage as audience, participant, and 

critic of activist art. Just as the art seeks to challenge us, we challenge each 
other and ourselves by interacting vigorously with a wide range of art works 
created with the goal of influencing our thought and action. Organized around 
themes of “Time and Place” and “Burning Issues,” we look to conditions that 
inspired specific artistic examples and entire movements. Examining some of 
the most successful – and some of the least laudable – works of activist art, 
we look at ways artists have attempted to sway public thought and action. 
Students determine their own “burning issues” and form groups around 
shared concerns. As a final project, groups take the first steps in creating 
activist art. 

TTh 3:30-4:50 

Honors Colloquium 

 

Nature of Values: Treks and Texts (Dr. Daniel Williams) 
HCOL 40033-670 In this interdisciplinary colloquium, students discuss a variety of texts in 

the genre of nature writing, beginning with Thoreau, and as well current 
environmental and natural habitat issues.  Students also spend a 
considerable amount of class time outside, volunteering at the Fort Worth 
Nature Center to help maintain its trail system and participating in short 
excursions to nearby parks and natural habitats.  Three times during the 
semester optional Saturday day hikes will be offered and at least one 
canoe trip.  Experiencing the outdoors is a crucial component of this 
colloquium. 

W 2:00-4:40 

Honors Colloquium 

 

Nature of Values: Consumerism Reconsidered (Dr. Samuel Arnold) 
HCOL 40033-671 “Work hard; then spend your way to happiness,” whispers consumerism in 

our ear. “Try a little retail therapy for what ails you.” But is this wise 
advice? Might we be happier and freer if we worked less and spent less? To 
answer these questions, students engage philosophical classics like 
Thoreau’s Walden, novels like Samuel Alexander’s Entropia, and social 
science research on the economics of happiness. On the practical side, 
students track personal spending, master the lost art of budgeting, figure 
out how to retire at 35, use mindfulness techniques to quell consumerist 
desires, and throw the best class banquet no money can buy. 

W 2:00-4:40 

Honors Colloquium 



 

Nature of Values: Faith, Fiction, and Film (Dr. Darren Middleton) 
HCOL 40033-680 Students in this course will watch, read, and appraise the way filmmakers 

and creative writers wrestle with the meaning and endurance of faith, the 
problem of suffering and evil, and the search for identity and integrity. 
Special attention will be paid to how women and men imagine “myth,” 
“ritual,” and “sacred power” in the context of personal and social 
concerns. We also debate the cultural context of specific short stories, 
novels, poems, and movies. In the end, students will be assessed on their 
ability to think, discuss, and write critically about faith, fiction, and film 
from a religious studies perspective.  

W 6:00-8:40 

Honors Colloquium 

 

Nature of Society: Spaniards and Aztecs in 16th Century Mexico (Dr. Lori Diel & Dr. 
Alex Hidalgo) 
HCOL 40043-616 This course focuses on sixteenth-century New Spain (present-day Mexico) 

and considers how the native peoples and the Spaniards made sense of 
each other and negotiated a new society. Exploring issues such as race, 
religion, politics, economics, gender, and culture, we focus on primary 
sources created by natives and Spaniards. Spanning the visual and 
alphabetic spheres, these sources include alphabetic chronicles, legal 
petitions, pictorial manuscripts, maps, mural paintings, and architectural 
spaces. Through discussions, debates, presentations, and a research 
project, students will gain an understanding of this pivotal moment in 
history and its repercussions into the present day.   

TTh 9:30-10:50 

Honors Colloquium 

 

Nature of Society: USA Meets Bulgaria/Romania (Dr. Juan Carlos Sola-Corbacho) 
HCOL 40043-615 Students in this course analyze and compare current issues and values in 

the United States, Bulgaria, and Romania through weekly video 
conferences with fellow students at Sofia University, Bulgaria and Lucian 
Blaga University, Romania. Issues explored include migration, religion, the 
role of women, social violence, and the situation of ethnic minorities. 

TTh 9:30-10:50 

Honors Colloquium 

 

Nature of Society: USA Meets Hungary/Peru (Dr. Juan Carlos Sola-Corbacho) 
HCOL 40043-635 Students in this course analyze and compare current issues and values in 

the United States, Hungary, and Peru through weekly video conferences 
with fellow students at the University of Debrecen, Hungary and the 
Universidad de San Marco-Lima, Peru. Issues explored include migration, 
religion, the role of women, social violence, and the situation of ethnic 
minorities. 

TTh 11:00-12:20 

Honors Colloquium 

 

 

 

 

 



Nature of Society: Design for Social Impact (Dr. Stacy Grau) 
HCOL 40043-640 Our community faces what we call “wicked problems” that require 

innovative thinking and a “design mindset”. This course introduces two key 
frameworks – design thinking and systems thinking – to help students 
develop innovative solutions to wicked problems in our own community. 
We also explore how each of us can contribute to these solutions through 
social entrepreneurship. Expect a hands-on experience, field trips, guest 
speakers and the opportunity to engage in real-world problem solving.  

MW 12:00-1:20 

Honors Colloquium 

 

Nature of Society: Living in the Material World (Dr. Sarah Vartabedian) 
HCOL 40043-680 Why are we drawn to sites of tragedy? How is gentrification reshaping U.S. 

cities? What should we do with monuments that no longer represent our 
contemporary times? In this seminar, we seek to answer these questions by 
exploring our material world – retail design, urban planning, museums, and 
memorials – as a rhetorical construct that shapes our perception of the past, 
forges our political and cultural identities, and even impacts our 
psychological outlook. Through the study of psychology, rhetoric, sociology, 
and architecture, we interrogate how place and space continue to inform our 
understanding of ourselves and our surroundings. 

T 5:00-7:40 

Honors Colloquium 

 

Nature of Society: Complexities of Democracy (Dr. Donald Jackson) 
HCOL 40043-666 We live in a challenging time for our democracy.  The ideal of “We the 

People” forming a more perfect union grounded in moral concern for the 
common  good is being challenged from the partisan left and right. Does our 
constitutional design of 1787 still work? Can an 18th Century design work for 
the Internet’s 21st Century?  We will try to develop some transformative 
ideas for a better future democracy, for our country, and for ourselves. 

Th 4:00-6:40 

Honors Colloquium 

 

Nature of Society: Sports, Society, & Culture (Dr. Ronald Pitcock) 
HCOL 40043-655 Sports tell anyone who watches intelligently about the times in which we 

live: about managed news and corporate politics, about race and terror … 
sportswriter Roger Kahn wrote in 1973. This holds true 45 years later: the 
NFL wrestles with National Anthem/Black Lives Matter debates, researchers 
provide fault-finding data on concussions, USA Gymnastics struggles to 
address rampant sexual abuse, and the FBI investigates the illegal payment 
of players while coaches make millions. This course will diligently and 
dynamically unpack these topics as it explores the intimate links between 
sports, politics, religion, business, education, race, and gender. 

TTh 2:00-3:20 

Honors Colloquium 

 

 

 

 

 



Nature of Society: The Present and Its Past (Dr. Claire Sanders) 
HCOL 40043-665 When we think of the news, we think of what’s happening in the world right 

now, the information that is current. The media, especially electronic media, 
gives us the ability to access information about events as they occur in real 
time. The term “breaking news” is often a misnomer; many news events 
have a history and are connected to events in the past. In this course 
students will identify current news items with a past, and research the 
events of the past related to current news items in an effort to gain a fuller 
understanding of the present. 

Th 3:30-6:10 

Honors Colloquium 

 

Nature of Society: Legal Order of the EU (Dr. Robert Rhodes) 
HCOL 40043-670 In a process that started more than 60 years ago, the European Union 

ambitiously and successfully sought to integrate the economies of its nation 
state members. Even so, the EU now faces multiple existential crises:  the 
U.K.’s exit from the Union, immigration, the continuing debt crisis, and the 
rise of anti-EU political parties across the Continent. This course will explore 
the historical, economic, political, and legal roots of the EU and the crises 
that threaten it today. 

MW 2:00-3:20 

Honors Colloquium 

 

Nature of Society: Beyoncé and Intersectionality (Dr. Lynn Hampton) 
HCOL 40043-675 From “Formation” to “Lemonade,” this course utilizes the artistry, 

musicianship, and feminism of Beyoncé to explore deeper issues of 
patriarchy, racism, classism, and sexism in our society. Through 
engagement of black feminist thought and intersectionality (the works of 
Kimberlé Crenshaw, Audre Lorde, and bell hooks in particular), students 
will explore how intersecting identities of race, class and gender create 
powerful legacies of oppression and resistance. 

W 4:00-6:40 

Honors Colloquium 

 


