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Spring 2018 Honors Course Descriptions 
 

Lower-Division Courses 

 
Honors Cultural Visions courses 

 
Introduction to Cultural Anthropology (Dr. Lisa Vanderlinden) 

ANTH 20623-645 Tues/Thurs 12:30-1:50 pm CA or GA, SSC, Cultural Visions 

ANTH 20623-655 Tues/Thurs 2:00-3:20 pm CA or GA, SSC, Cultural Visions 

The field of cultural anthropology provides a unique skill set for engaging our multicultural and interconnected 
world. Anthropologists study all facets of human culture, particularly people’s everyday lives and their 
communities as they interact with global forces. Students in this course will participate in Socratic discussion, 
collaboratively examine cultural artefacts, and undertake an interview project with a person born outside of 
the United States. By learning about the lives of people who experience and perceive the world in unfamiliar 
ways, students gain a more reflexive view of their own cultural practices and ideologies, better able to see 
them in broader global and historical perspective. 

 

Engaging Difference/Diversity (Dr. Lynn Hampton) 

CRES 10103-655 Tues/Thurs 2:00-3:20 pm CA or CSV, Cultural Visions 

CRES 10103-665 Tues/Thurs 3:30-4:50 pm CA or CSV, Cultural Visions 

Have you ever wondered why so many people find it difficult to talk about race?  What makes race such a 
taboo topic? This course introduces students to the interdisciplinary field of comparative race and ethnic 
studies.  Through the lens of various disciplines such as sociology, history, criminal justice, and politics – 
students explore questions such as when and how did the concept of race arise? And how does race connect 
with other forms of difference like class, gender, and sexuality? The class will be interactive and utilize social 
media and center on contemporary events connected to race and inequality in our society. 

 

Literature and Civilizations I – The Trojan War (Dr. Jill Havens) 

ENGL 20913-674 Mon/Wed 3:30-4:50 pm LT/HUM, Cultural Visions 

Students in this course will examine the many retellings of the story of the Trojan War.  Starting with the 
original versions by Homer and Virgil and ending with Shakespeare, we will try to answer the question of why 
this story has endured over the millennia. We will also explore how this legendary tale of love, war, and 
betrayal became the founding story of Europe. Coursework includes regular reading quizzes, several short 
analytic essays, and a final exam. 

 

Literature and Civilizations II – Honors (Dr. Rima Abunasser) 

ENGL 20923-620 Mon/Wed/Fri 10:00-10:50 am GA or LT/HUM, Cultural Visions 

While the first course in the “Literature and Civilizations” sequence focuses on Western literature and 
civilization, this course examines a range of literature from Non-Western, immigrant, and indigenous cultures 
and pays close attention to interconnections among these works and the cultural conversations in which they 
participate. We will ground our discussions in critical race theory and cultural, constructivist approaches to 
literature in order to gain an understanding of the various authors and the cultures they may represent. We will 
also explore the ways in which this literature contributes to global, transnational conversations about identity, 
creativity, and culture. 

  



2 
 

The Afterlife of the Classical Greek Tradition after 1945 (Dr. Scott Williams) 

GRMN 20973-615 Tues/Thurs 9:30-10:50 am LT/HUM, Cultural Visions 

We will examine the appropriation of classical Greece in modern literature and film in English and German-
language (in translation) cultures. For instance: How is war dealt with by soldiers and civilians in rewritings of 
the Iliad and Odyssey?  What influence do other Greek plays and myths have in modern literature (including a 
murder mystery on a college campus)? In the last three weeks, students completely take over the class, 
assuming the roles of individual Athenians, from noblemen to farmers, as they try to re-establish their 
democracy after the Athenians lost the war to Sparta (and can put Socrates on trial). 

 

Honors Special Topics: Literature and Film (Dr. Wendy Williams) 

HNRS 20003-645 Tues/Thurs 12:30-1:50 pm Cultural Visions 

This course examines literary sources and artistic adaptations through the lens of comparative cultural inquiry. 
Authors, eras, genres, and approaches vary by semester. Adaptations may include film, graphic novels, plays, 
video games, dance, or music. This semester, students will focus on nineteenth-century British culture through 
novels and film adaptations. Students will read British novels and learn about their social, cultural, and 
historical contexts. Following the readings, students will view the novels’ film adaptations, analyze these cross-
cultural and cross-era retellings, and discuss the strengths and limitations of film adaptation as a conduit of 
culture. 

 

Africa Through Film (Dr. Komla Aggor) 

HNRS 20103-665 Tuesdays 3:30-6:10 pm CA or GA, Cultural Visions 

In this interdisciplinary course, students explore multiple dimensions of African societies that are often 
unknown or misunderstood. Through documentaries and movies, the course highlights the history, cultural 
traditions, and lifestyles of African societies, all within the larger context of poverty and development. Each 
topic is approached within a continental framework, with the details focused on countries that best exemplify 
the case in point. The course empowers students to become better equipped with the knowledge and critical 
thinking necessary to serve in an increasingly diversified, global community. 

 

College Life and Identity (Dr. Daniel Terry) 

HNRS 20113-645 Tues/Thurs 12:30-1:50 pm CA/HUM, Cultural Visions 

This seminar-style course introduces students to the concepts, literature, and theories surrounding the 
developmental transition from adolescence to adulthood, sometimes called emerging adulthood.  Students in 
this course explore various aspects of development in this period of life, such as cognitive development, 
psycho-social development, and moral/ethical development. Particular attention in the course is given to the 
effect of the college experience on identity development.    

 

College Life and Identity (Jill Gerloff) 

HNRS 20113-670 Mon/Wed 2:00-3:20 pm CA/HUM, Cultural Visions 

In this seminar-style course, students will gain an understanding of identity theory and explore aspects of 
college life that make the college years formative in developing and understanding personal and community 
identities. Students will read and discuss interdisciplinary material related to education, campus and social life, 
civic engagement, diversity, religion, and career choices. Students will engage in research and self-reflection 
order to gain an understanding of diverse college cultures. By examining college life more broadly and beyond 
their own experiences, students will come to a more complete understanding of themselves and the world 
around them. 
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Language, Communication, and Cultural Identity: Persuasion and Influence (Dr. Sarah Vartabedian) 

HNRS 20213-645 Tues/Thurs 12:30-1:50 pm CA/HUM, Cultural Visions 

HNRS 20213-655 Tues/Thurs 2:00-3:20 pm CA/HUM, Cultural Visions 

The purpose of this course is to develop a critical understanding of the various forms of influence you 
encounter in your daily life. Using an interdisciplinary approach, we analyze everything from sales techniques to 
political campaigns to the rhetoric of cults in order to identify effective persuasive strategies as well as 
mounting ethical concerns.   

 

Language, Communication, and Cultural Identity: Writing the Arts (Dr. Suki John) 

HNRS 20213-674 Mon/Wed 3:00-4:20 pm CA/HUM, Cultural Visions 

How can our writing help keep the visual, literary, and performing arts alive and vital? In this class, we find our 
voices in print by reading and practicing varied forms of writing about the arts and culture. We explore 
journalistic, personal, and hybridized forms, promotional previews, in-depth profiles, press releases, long and 
short reviews, theoretical essays, subjective think pieces, creative writing, poetry slams, tweets and blogs. 
Students refine their writing skills and adapt them for use in different contexts, from long-form print to social 
media. 

 

Cultural Contact Zones: Indigenous Latin America (Dr. Peter Szok) 

HNRS 20503-615 Tues/Thurs 9:30-10:50 am GA/HUM, Cultural Visions 

This class will explore the connections between contemporary indigenous politics and art, with a focus on the 
Guna people of Panama.  Students will examine the history and principles of Guna political life while helping to 
organize an art exhibition at the Fort Worth Community Arts Center.  The exhibition will feature the political 
portraits of the well-known, Guna painter Ologwagdi, and the photography of MIT anthropologist James Howe 
who has devoted decades to the study of Guna culture. 

 

Cultural Contact Zones: Africa (Dr. Juan Carlos Sola-Carbacho) 

HNRS 20503-620 Mon/Wed/Fri 10:00-10:50 am GA/HUM, Cultural Visions 

HNRS 20503-650 Mon/Wed/Fri 1:00-1:50 pm GA/HUM, Cultural Visions 

In this class we will focus on Africa and Africans at the beginning of the 21st century. We will learn about the 54 
African fully recognized states, the two that have established themselves as sovereign states (not UN members) 
as well as the 10 African territories that are not sovereign (administered by non-African countries). We will 
analyze their people, their culture, their traditions, and their political and economic situation. We will pay 
particular attention to the political, cultural, social and economic differences and similarities among these 
African territories as well as between Africa and the rest of the world. 

 

Cultural Contact Zones: U.S. Schooling and American Society (Dr. Lynn Hampton) 

HNRS 20503-635 Tues/Thurs 11:00-12:20 pm GA/HUM, Cultural Visions 

Through classroom debates, policy discussions, and active learning exercises – students tackle many issues 
concerning the role of schools and schooling in U.S. society. Some of these issues include: What factors shape 
how schools are run, how schools are organized, and what curricular materials are taught?  How do schools 
help to maintain and perpetuate social inequality, and how do factors of race, class, and gender affect the 
educational experiences of students within schools and within classrooms? Discussion of these topics will help 
to dispel myths about the role of education and schools in modern society.   
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Philosophy and Science of Social Justice (Dr. Mikio Akagi) 

HNRS 20813-650 Mon/Wed 1:00-2:20 pm CA/HUM, Cultural Visions 

Discussions of justice in the 21st century focus increasingly on issues like sexism, racism, transphobia, and 
ableism. But what are things like race, gender, and disability? Are they biological differences, or are they 
socially-constructed? Is there such a thing as “implicit” prejudice? Can “equal treatment” sometimes be unjust? 
In this course we will examine work in the humanities and the sciences, asking how theoretical perspectives can 
be informed by scientific methods and how theories of social justice can be used to criticize and inform our 
understanding of science. 

 

Cultural Memory: LIT Culture (Dr. Ron Pitcock) 

HNRS 20923-615 Tues/Thurs 9:30-10:50 am LT/HUM, Cultural Visions 

“The struggle of man against power is the struggle of memory against forgetting.” –Milan Kundera 
This course examines how US writers creatively use writing and filmmaking to shape a cultural memory of US 
history. We will study literature surrounding the JFK assassination, 9/11, and the Ragtime era. Sections on social 
memory will include study in Dallas (weekend) and New York (optional spring break). We will explore the 
relationship between memory, literature, and culture: how do authors memorialize events and how do those 
their texts shape individual, public, and institutional memories, as well as cultural amnesia and fake news. 

 

Freshman Seminar in Philosophy: Existence (Dr. Wesley Cray) 

PHIL 10433-645 Tues/Thurs 12:30-1:50 pm CSV/HUM, Cultural Visions 

This is a course on the nature of reality and some of its purported aspects. Does God exist? Does the self exist? 
Does anything at all exist? If so, why? What is the nature of time; of possibility; of necessity; of morality? We’ll 
ask—and try to answer—these questions and others, mostly through the lens of contemporary analytic 
philosophy. 

 

Understanding Religious Communities: World Religions (Dr. Mark Dennis) 

RELI 10023-610 Mon/Wed/Fri 9:00-9:50 am RT/HUM, Cultural Visions 

This course offers an introduction to religious traditions from Asia and the Middle East: Hinduism, Buddhism, 
and Sikhism from India, Confucianism and Daoism from China, and Islam from Saudi Arabia. The course begins 
with traditional liberal arts questions with particular relevance to religion: What does it mean to be human? 
What is the value of human life? How have religious teachings been used to justify both acts of self-sacrifice, 
compassion, and peace, but also to rationalize behavior that is selfish, intolerant, and, even, violent.  We then 
take up case studies from Tibet, Burma, the Middle East, India, and elsewhere. 
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New Honors Elective Courses 
 

The Civil Rights Movement in America (Dr. Max Krochmal) 

HIST 40873 -620 Tues/Thurs 9:30-10:50 am SSC and CSV or CA 

POSC 31003-650 Tues/Thurs 9:30-10:50 am SSC and CSV or CA 

Students will learn about the black freedom struggle from the perspective of the ordinary people who served as 
its key grassroots leaders. Students will first master the history through lectures, books, articles, and primary-
source documents. Next, during Spring Break, students will go on the TCU Justice Journey, which includes not 
only visits to historic sites and museums but also the opportunity to interact with and learn from the 
movement’s leading local organizers, past and present.  Stops will include Jackson, Mississippi; the Delta; 
Memphis; and Little Rock. Last, students will return to campus to and translate what they learned into future 
social justice activism and community-engaged research. Interested students, please visit: 
http://tinyurl.com/justicejourney2018.  

 

Understanding Religious Texts & Ideas: Religion and the Wisdom Books (Dr. Darren Middleton) 

RELI 10033-635 Tues/Thurs 11:00-12:20 pm RT/HUM, Honors Elective 

The Hebrew Bible’s Wisdom Books (Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes) challenge us to slow down enough to ask 
ourselves: “Why is there something when there could have been nothing? What gives life its meaning? What is 
the difference between living and being alive? If God exists, why is there so much pain and suffering in our 
world? To what cause, ideal, faith, may I surrender without destroying my integrity? What does it mean to 
experience the sacred? Is there continued conscious existence beyond bodily death?” Students in this course 
will scrutinize the Wisdom Books, debating the questions they stimulate in light of contemporary and 
traditional scholarship and in view of the ways “Wisdom themes” surface in different cultures across time, from 
Joel Osteen’s “Prosperity Gospel” to the Star Wars movie franchise and from Holocaust-related Jewish fiction to 
Bob Marley’s Rastafari discography.  

 

Issues in Biblical Interpretation: What is the Bible? (Dr. David Moessner) 

RELI 40130-635 Tues/Thurs 11:00-12:20 pm HUM, WEM, Honors Elective 

Have you ever wondered how the world’s best seller became the classic of classics?  This seminar explores 
contemporary ‘takes’ on the character of the Bible as ‘the book’ (Hebrew Bible/TANAK—Christian Bible of two 
testaments) and how it came to be revered as the ‘Holy Book.’    The goal of the learning outcomes is a holistic 
grasp of the classical foundations of two of the world’s major religions, including the parting of the ways 
between Judaism and Christianity in the early centuries CE which generated the ecclesiastical, educational, and 
judicial institutions that characterize ‘western culture,’ as well as producing the world’s classic text! 

 

Understanding Religious Communities: South Asian Religions (Dr. Antoinette DeNapoli) 

RELI 10023-657 Tues/Thurs 2:00-3:50 pm RT/HUM, Honors Elective 

South Asia is part of the world's largest continent, and yet Americans still know little about this region of Asia 
and its cultural traditions. This course introduces the dominant religions of South Asia: Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Jainism, and Sikhism. It is designed to familiarize students with the key analytic categories in religious studies 
and the indigenous categories of these religions. These categories will provide students with a cross-cultural 
frameworks with which to navigate the complexity of these religions from an objective perspective. They will 
also help students to understand these religions as their practitioners see and live their religious worlds. 
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Upper-Division Courses 

 
Departmental Honors Prep Course 

 

Honors Directed/Independent Study: Preparation for Departmental Honors (Dr. Wendy Williams) 

HSPR 40970-660 Mondays 2:00-2:50 pm No core or Honors credit 

In this one-credit course, students prepare to produce a research or creative project in their field of study. 
Students learn how to work with faculty advisors, identify components of a successful senior project, practice 
presentation skills, generate ideas, choose and narrow a topic, move from topic to research question, and 
practice writing a research/creative project description and justification.           

 

 

Honors Colloquia (for students pursuing University Honors) 
 

Enrollment management policy for Honors colloquia 
To ensure that students pursuing University Honors have access to a sufficient number of Honors colloquia next 
semester, the Honors College will enforce the following rules: 

 Departmental Honors students may enroll in a colloquium only on or after Thursday, January 18. (Note: 
This does not apply to students pursuing both Departmental and University Honors.) 

 University Honors students who want to take more than the four required colloquia (i.e., extra colloquia) 
must wait until Thursday, January 18 to enroll in a 5th colloquium. 

Students who do not comply with these rules will be dropped from colloquia. 
 

Colloquium repeat policy 
Students may repeat colloquium courses, provided the class topic is different. For example, one could take both 
HCOL 40033 Nature of Values: “Art and Activism” and HCOL 40033 Nature of Values: “Music, Technology, and 
Values” because the specific class topics are different.  

 
        

Nature of the Universe: Mind and Matter (Dr. Mikio Akagi) 

HCOL 40013-674 Wednesdays 4:00-5:50 pm 

Science tells us that everything in the universe is made of particles, waves, and so on. But what about minds 
and meaning? Could thoughts and feelings be made up of chemicals and electricity, or are they some other kind 
of thing? Does a scientific view of the world allow for the existence of free will? Of rationality? Of meaningful 
thoughts at all? Students will examine these questions by thinking about recent work in philosophy and science. 

 

On Human Nature: Frankenstein at 200 (Dr. Anne Frey) 

HCOL 40023-650 Mondays 1:00-2:50 pm 

This course will celebrate the 200th anniversary of Frankenstein by examining what the novel meant 200 years 
ago and means now.  Students will first examine the contexts and ideas that influenced the teenaged Shelley as 
she founded a new genre of writing, then explore how subsequent literature and film has reacted to 
Frankenstein, whether retelling the story with revised plot and characters or spinning alternative visions of the 
present and future that similarly ask what it means to be human.    
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On Human Nature: Give, Get, Learn (Dr. Rob Garnett) 

HCOL 40023-674 Mondays 3:00-4:50 pm 

What unique gifts (resources and capabilities for giving) do we each possess? What intrinsic and extrinsic 
rewards do we receive in return for what we give to others? How do we judge our vocational choices and 
discover where higher or more urgent callings may lie? Students will explore the psychological, economic, and 
ethical dimensions of the vocational journey – how love, money, cultural norms, political institutions, economic 
conditions, and personal identities shape the niches we discover, the duties we assume, and the contributions 
we make in all facets of our lives – as well as social question of how to expand vocational freedom in a world of 
structural inequalities. 

 

On Human Nature: Giving and Philanthropy (Dr. Ron Pitcock) 

HCOL 40023-665 Tuesdays 3:30-5:20 pm 

What does it mean to give $100,000 thoughtfully? Students will answer this question practically by tackling 
work that affects real lives in meaningful ways. As students explore histories and philosophies of giving, they 
will also discuss and make moral judgments as they engage micro-decisions while considering macro-
consequences. Students will direct $100,000 in donor gifts; it is up to the students’ collective wisdom as a 
foundation to grant these funds responsibly. Designed to prepare students to live thoughtful, philanthropic 
lives, this course will help some imagine a new vocation. For all, the course should demonstrate the importance 
of giving as an avocation. [Note: Students in this colloquium must attend lunchtime Philanthropy Fridays on 
four Fridays during the semester.]   

 

On Human Nature: Design Thinking & Innovation (Dr. Dusty Crocker) 

HCOL 40023-680 Wednesdays 5:00-6:50 pm 

This course explores the use of design thinking principles to create innovative solutions to cultural and business 
problems. It is designed to improve creativity by exploring new ways of developing empathy for diverse 
audiences, identifying core problems and rapidly generating and testing multiple concepts of practical solutions 
to real-world business and societal problems. Students learn to present solutions using visual imagery, models, 
and infographics as well as written and oral presentation skills. This is an experiential, project-based course that 
requires active participation and collaboration among students. 

 

On Human Nature: Animals, Machines, and Us (Dr. Andrew Ryder) 

HCOL 40023-655 Thursdays 2:00-3:50 pm 

Animals and machines are intertwined with human lives; this course proposes fluidity between and among 
species, as well as mechanical objects. What if anything makes human beings unique? Can we learn more about 
ourselves through studying the vitality of the non-human world and our interactions with it? The course draws 
on new developments in the social and physical sciences, particularly ecology, genetics, artificial intelligence, 
robotics, comparative biology, evolutionary anthropology, neurology, as well as feminist approaches to these 
disciplines. Course discussions will open up new horizons, and encourage interdisciplinary reflection. 

 

On Human Nature: Mind, Consciousness, and Self (Dr. Blake Hestir) 

HCOL 40023-666 Thursdays 3:00-4:50 pm 

This course explores several conceptions of mind, consciousness, and self within both the Western and Eastern 
traditions. These conceptions are similar in their rejection of the view that mind, consciousness, and self are 
associated with a “thinking substance” or “ego,” or are somehow uniquely “enskulled” or “brainbound.” Topics 
we shall consider include extended cognition and mind, attention and awareness, self-consciousness, personal 
identity, and the “evolutionary self.” I include some contemplative exercises that will aide in enhancing 
awareness of the phenomenal side of mind, consciousness, and self. We shall explore various meditation 
practices as well as yoga and mindful movement exercises. 
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Nature of Values: Mindfulness and Millennials (Dr. Mark Dennis) 

HCOL 40033-674 Wednesdays 3:00-4:50 pm 

This course examines the intersection of mindfulness, a practice that emerges from Buddhist teachings, and the 
millennial generation. Mindfulness is cultivating an active awareness of our mental and physical environment. It 
is to be present, alert, engaged. Buddhist practices like mindfulness and meditation are meant to help us 
develop sustained awareness through which we can investigate more fully the “I,” which we repeat constantly 
in our minds and articulate in our speech; that “I” is often understood as representing an enduring self. Much 
of the colloquium will be devoted to these practices and to that investigative activity. 

 

Nature of Values: Making Sense of God (Dr. David Grant) 

HCOL 40033-655 Thursdays 2:00-3:50 pm 

We will explore the question, “Does it make sense to believe in God today?” The colloquium will examine the 
nature of belief, the notion of God, and what it means to “make sense” of things. Class sessions will be focused 
on discussion and evaluation of significant reading assignments. Attention will be given to both affirmative and 
negative answers to the question. 

 

Nature of Society: Islam and Politics (Dr. Manochehr Dorraj) 

HCOL 40043-660 Mondays 2:00-3:50 pm 

This course attempts to shed light on how Islamic theology molds and provides legitimacy for political discourse 
of resistance as well as power politics. More specifically, it focuses on politics of Islam and how it sets the 
political agenda.  We would study the origins and the historical development of different Muslim sects and 
denominations as well as the Muslims’ perceptions of the West and the Western perceptions of Muslims. Then, 
the focus would shift to explaining the rise of post-World War Two Islamic Revival and militancy.  In this 
connection, issues surrounding such topics as Islam and terrorism, Islam and Human rights, Islam and the Arab 
Spring, and the prospects for relations between the Muslim World and the West would be discussed. 

 

Nature of Society: Asian Cultures on the Go (Dr. Ze-Li Dou) 

HCOL 40043-674 Mondays 4:00-5:50 pm 

Historical, philosophical, and artistic aspects of several Asian cultures will be discussed through an ancient 
board game called Go. Go is a two-person strategic game with simple rules but complex and subtle strategies. 
Perhaps for this reason, Go became an integral part of the high culture in China, Korea, Japan and beyond. 
About half of each lecture will be devoted to the actual learning and playing of Go. No prior knowledge about 
the game or the history of Asia is required to take this course. Go’s globalization and relevance in current 
research in artificial intelligence (AI) will also be briefly addressed. 

 

Nature of Society: Deliberation and Democracy (Dr. Sarah Vartabedian) 

HCOL 40043-665 Tuesdays 4:00-5:50 pm 

This course asks: Who are we as Americans?  What values do we embrace?  What image have we created for 
ourselves? How does our political identity shape the social, cultural, and economic fabric of our society? Using 
interdisciplinary perspectives, we will examine some of the key political speeches and public artifacts that have 
shaped the culture of the United States from its founding to the present. Issues of race, class, gender, and 
technology will inform our discussions as this course attempts to develop a rhetorical appreciation for how 
democracy has been delimited and expanded throughout this country’s history. 
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Nature of Society: Gender (Dr. Wendy Williams) 

HCOL 40043-650 Wednesdays 1:00-2:50 pm 

In this course, students explore critical questions about gender and sexuality in society. Through readings, film, 
discussion, writing, and a semester-long service learning project, students examine ways in which people 
embody and perform gender in various cultural contexts. Students also consider how gender intersects with 
other identity categories such as race, class, sexual identity, and nationality. 

 

Nature of Society: Freedom in the Western World (Dr. Juan Carlos Sola-Carbacho) 

HCOL 40043-667 Thursdays 4:00-5:50 pm 

In this class we will analyze and compare the situation (respect/promotion) of freedom in the Western world 
(United States and Western Europe). We will focus on freedom of religion, freedom of speech, political 
freedom (freedom of assembly and association), freedom of the press, freedom of movement, freedom of 
choice (clothing, euthanasia, abortion…), and economic freedom. By the end of the semester we will be able to 
conclude about the limits of freedom in the Western World. We will also define our own position on a 
controversial idea: the “need to limit freedom” in our societies.       

 

Nature of Society: Globalization and Difference (Dr. Andrew Ryder) 

HCOL 40043-666 Thursdays 4:00-5:50 pm 

The contemporary world is increasingly interconnected. While this means that we have common ground with 
others far away, we are also invited to encounter the unknown. Moreover, this experience can enrich our 
understanding of “home.” This course presents a variety of perspectives from around the world, including 
sociology, political science, literature, anthropology, and theology. We will consider a variety of theoretical 
approaches to the question of multiculturalism, along with studies grounded in the contemporary reality of 
Latin America and the Middle East. Course material includes multicultural theory, transnational feminism, 
intersectionality, liberation theology, indigenous studies, and postcolonial theory. 

 

Interdisciplinary Inquiry: TCU Oral History Project (Dr. Dan Williams & Leo Munson) 

HSPR 40000-680 Tuesdays 6:00-7:50 pm 

This colloquium will involve Honors students in gathering and editing material for a new history of TCU, 
tentatively titled “Vision and Leadership,” which will be published by TCU Press in time for the 2023 
sesquicentennial.  As an oral history of TCU’s extraordinary growth and achievements during the past three 
decades, “Vision and Leadership” will include interviews with dozens of key TCU trustees, administrators, 
faculty, and staff.  While serving as Editorial Assistants (and being recognized for their work in the eventual 
book), students will help to set up, conduct, transcribe, and edit interviews with prominent members of the 
TCU community, seeking to capture the events of the recent past and to gain insight into the processes of 
academic leadership.   

 
 


